
Zion Evangelical Church Council Meeting (Kathi Trent – Vice President) 

November 8, 2021 

The meeting was call to order at 7:05 pm by President Dale Gruenewald. Those in 
attendance were Charlotte Mehrtens, Rich Hoffelmeyer, Earl Doerr, Bob Timmer, Dale 
Gruenewald, Mary Lou Peter, Kathi Trent, Pam Gowen and Pastor Weber. Charlotte 
opened with a prayer. 

Treasurer’s report: Pam presented a corrected September Treasurer report, the 
correction was noted. Kim Mueller made a motion to accept the corrected report and it 
was seconded by Mary Lou Peters. Motion carried. 

Pam brought to the council attention that the church had received the renewal of our 
current insurance policies from Church Mutual.  The cost of the umbrella policy had 
remained the same cost, that being $1,000.00, but the commercial policy had increased 
from $12,500.00 to $13,926.00.  Pam is going to research the reason for the increase 
and report back to council in our December meeting. 

Kim motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report for October; Charlotte seconded. Motion 
carried. 

Minutes: Minutes for the October Council meeting had previously been emailed for 
review. Charlotte motioned to accept the minutes; Mary Lou seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report:  Letters are being mailed tomorrow to the families for the Totenfest 
service which will take place on November 21st. Pastor sent letters to the high school 
youth from our church in hopes to get more participation from the older youth of our 
church.  To date he has not received any response.  

On Thursday October 28, a Sunday School appreciation dinner was held at Joe 
Boccardi’s in Columbia, pastor was unable to attend as he had been asked to do a 
funeral.   

The Halloween party held on October 31st was a success. The trick or treater were able 
to participate in crafts, play several games and enjoy cookies, candy and cupcakes.  
Thanks to everyone who made this event possible. 

On Sunday November 7th the veteran’s service was held which included the posting of 
the flags and recognition of Kenny Harris 75 years with the American Legion. 

The shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child will be presented on Sunday, November 
14th. 

We will do red and white poinsettia for the Christmas season, order forms will be the 
bulletin on Sunday November 14th, the cost will be $8.00 and the last day to place your 
order will be December 13th.  You will be able to pick up your poinsettia on December 
24th or December 26th.  



It was reported that we currently have 205 meals pre-ordered for the Wurstmarkt  

Earl motioned to accept the Pastor’s report; Kathi seconded. Motion carried 

 

BCE: The BCE did not meet last month. Paster has sent a letter to the youth of our 
church asking for volunteers for the Wurstmarkt. Once he is able to get a count of the 
number volunteers, he will reach out to the BADA Club for any additional help we may 
need. 

The current enrollment in our Sunday school is 37, with an average of 20 on a weekly 
bases. 

Stacy and Kelly are working with the children and their families preparing for the Zion 
Youth Christmas Program, the program is scheduled for the third Sunday in December. 

Jodi Notter has accepted the open seat on the Board of Christian Education.  

Dale and Earl will be coordinating the construction of a float for the lighted parade.  
They will be meeting at Dale’s house on November 20th at 7:00pm this project will be a 
requirement for the confirmation class. The theme of the float will be Charlie Brown. 

Committee Reports: 

Audit & Budget: Rich had nothing to report 

Long Range Ministry: Stacy was not present; nothing addressed in her absence. 

Mission & Outreach: Mary Lou reported that we have received $420.00 in donations 
for Operation Christmas Child. 

Staff/Parish Relations: Kim had nothing to report 

Property:  Earl reported that we were having issues with someone dumping trash in our 
park, he has talked to the Chief of Police and they are going to patrol the park.  Since 
his conversation with the Chief the problem appears to have been take care of.  Earl 
also presented a presentation on the possibility of building a new building at the park. A 
larger building will allow more room for storage and make the storage of yard sell items 
more convenient.  

Volunteer Ministries: Kathi reports all three positions on the council have been filled 
for the 2022-2024 term. The nominations are Annette Hund, Barbara Scharf and Kurt 
Pellman. 

Worship & Music: The MCC Christmas Concert presented by Parry French will be on 
Sunday, December 16th. There was a discussion about the possibility of purchasing a 
new power mixer board before we begin church in the park next summer. 

Cemetery Board: Charlotte had nothing to report. 



Old Business:  Rich talked about the investments we currently have with Edward 
Jones and some changes we may want research for the future. 

New Business:  Kathi was approached by a member of the congregation that the 
church resume communion as it was in the past prior to COVID. Beginning the first 
Sunday in December we will resume our prior communion practice. 

Earl motioned to adjourn; Kim seconded. Motion carried.  

Meeting closed with The Lord's Prayer.  

President - Dale Gruenewald  

Secretary - Stacy Woehlke 


