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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Jodi Notter (25)     618-698-1890 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf. 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 
Fill the Pews 

Psalm 84, “A Song of the Sons of Korah,” describes those who seek to be in the presence of 
LORD GOD. 

Psalm 84:1 says, “How lovely is YOUR dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!” The Old Testa-
ment Temple was built and renovated numerous times, all for the Glory of the LORD GOD. Like-
wise, Zion’s was built (in our third building since 1863) and renovated many times, also for the 
Glory of the LORD – FATHER, SON and SPIRIT. We are blessed to have the Z-Team men and 
women who work tirelessly to maintain the beauty of our house of GOD. 

Psalm 84:2 says, “My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and 
flesh sing for joy to the living GOD.” These people long (hunger and thirst) to be in God’s pres-
ence. Their longing springs forth from their heart, which brings forth joyous songs to the LORD. 

Psalm 84:4 says, “Blessed are those who dwell in YOUR house, ever singing YOUR praise! 
Selah.” Blessed (Happy) are these people, described in verse 2. The LORD HIMSELF is the 
source of blessing for those who praise HIM with joyous songs. These people truly have a right 
relationship with the LORD, the great “I AM” that Moses met at the burning Bush (Exodus 3). 

Psalm 84:5 says, “Blessed are those whose strength is in YOU, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.” Again, Blessed 
(Happy) are those whose heart leads them to the LORD’s presence (highways to Zion). These people will find the LORD’S strength 
to overcome whatever is thrown at them in this world. 

Psalm 84:7 says, “They go from strength to strength; each one appears before GOD in Zion.” In fact, they will grow stronger 
and stronger in the LORD as they meet with GOD in HIS sanctuary. 

Psalm 84:10 says, “For a day in YOUR courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” These people realize that there is no profit 
or benefit from gaining the whole world and losing their soul (see Matthew 16:26). Dwelling with the LORD is not more valuable 
than everything else, it is overwhelmingly more valuable (one versus a thousand). This will be fulfilled when JESUS CHRIST re-
turns to usher in the New Heaven and Earth – Revelation 21:3, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.” 

I make you aware of Psalm 84 as we begin this new year of 2025. I do this so that you may hear the HOLY SPIRIT’s calling. 
For the HOLY SPIRIT breathed these words into the Sons of Korah (inspired them). HE did so that you may long for the LORD, to 
praise and worship HIM and to live with HIM now and forever. 

In this new year of 2025, come and fill the Pews of Zion. Do so on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, or both. Come and 
bring new life to yourself and to Zion, now in our 190th year. 

O HOLY SPIRIT, we invite YOU to stir up a year of spiritual revival and renewal in us, among us, and through us, to our fami-
lies and friends in Millstadt and beyond. May we, and our loved ones, be born again to a living hope through JESUS CHHRIST (1 
Peter 1:3). May we express this by worshipping YOU – FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT – willingly and from the heart, week by 
week. 

 
May you and your family be counted among the LORD’s blessed ones this New Year; 
Pastor Darrell Weber 
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We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  
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Liturgist Schedule for January 
We have 14 liturgists who read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfin-

ger,  Annette Hund,  Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce 
Tastad,  Richard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber. 

We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are interested, 
please contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up. 

The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below. 
Jan.   5 Pastor Darrell 
Jan. 12 Joyce Tastad 618-660-6259 jtastad51@charter.net 
Jan. 19 Richard Trent 618-939-8765 trentech@htc.net 
Jan. 26 Marjie Weber 618-972-5532 weber_ddw@charter.net 

 
“Better is One Day in YOUR House” by Matt Redman (1995) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, Oh Lord Almighty 
My soul longs and even faints for You 

For here my heart is satisfied, within Your presence 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 

 

Chorus (2 times) 
Better is one day in Your courts,   Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts,   Than thousands elsewhere 
 

One thing I ask, and I would seek, to see Your beauty, 
To find You in the place Your glory dwells 

 

Chorus (2 times) 
Than thousands elsewhere,   Than thousands elsewhere 

 

My heart and flesh cry out,   to You the living God 
Your Spirit's water for my soul 

I've tasted and I've seen,   Come once again to me. 
I will draw near to You,   I will draw near to You 

 

Chorus (4 times) 
Than thousands elsewhere,   Than thousands elsewhere 
Than thousands elsewhere,   Than thousands elsewhere 

This song is based on Psalm 84. It is one of the songs we sing on Wednesday evenings. I have taken the following from the website: 
https://www.thebereantest.com/matt-redman-better-is-one-day 

1. What message does the song communicate? 
Redman describes God as lovely, beautiful, and glorious. Redman had a taste of God and wants more of His living water! He pours out 
his heart and flesh to God, drawing near to Him. Redman proclaims that it is better to dwell with God in His Presence for 24 hours than 
to spend thousands of days apart from Him. 

2. How much of the lyrics line up with Scripture? 
All lines align with God’s inspired Word. Refer to the above link for a detailed Scriptural breakdown. 

3. How would an outsider interpret the song? 
It should be easy for those outside the camp of Christ to comprehend Redman’s main message. After all, it shows up six times! Though 
they do not experientially understand the greatness of God, they will easily see that Christians think God is great and want to be with 
Him, in plain language. 

4. What does this song glorify? 
It glorifies God through Redman’s description of God’s beauty, satisfaction, and superiority in comparison to other places. 

5. Closing Comments 
This song contains a deep, rich message that God is better than everything else, satiating our thirsty souls with His glorious beauty and 
wonder. This, along with the ease of unbeliever interpretation, brings glory to God. 
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mailto:dlwoehlke1959@Charter.net
mailto:dlmshop@msn.com
https://www.thebereantest.com/matt-redman-better-is-one-day
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The Evangelical Catechism 

Traditional Orthodox Edition of 1896 
I am continuing the series of articles on the 1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism, republished in modern English by the Evangelical 

Association in 2018. This article covers the 26h of 52 weeks in the catechism. This section covers the Apostles’ Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. 
Week 26 is composed of questions 69 through 71: 

69. Did God leave mankind to die in this state of sin and misery? 
No; God in His mercy resolved from all eternity to redeem fallen mankind by His only begotten Son. 2 Tim. 1:9 

70. How did God prepare mankind for the coming of the Savior? 
God prepared mankind for the coming of the Savior by the promise given in paradise, by the preaching of the prophets, and by forms of 
worship in the old covenant. Gen. 3:15; Gen. 22:18; Gen. 49:10; Jer. 33:15-16; Micah 5:2; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 53:7; Acts 10:43 

71. How did God accomplish man's redemption? 
John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life." 
Gal. 4:4-5: "But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the 
law, that we might receive adoption to sonship." 

 
 
 

 
Thank You 

Pastor Darrell & Marjie Weber thank the many members of Zion for the Christmas greetings, cards, cookies, gifts, prayers, and well 
wishes. We pray that the Lord Jesus will bless all of us at Zion throughout the new year of 2025. 

 

 
Weather Alerts 

Church cancellations will be posted on Fox Channel 2, KMOV Channel 4, and KSDK Channel 5. In addition, those who have signed up by e-
mailing or texting from their cell phone - alerts@zionmillstadt.com - will also be notified. To sign up, e-mail or text the above alerts e-mail 
address and include your name. 

 

 
Wednesday Night Worship Services 

Our Wednesday Evening Contemporary Worship is like a new wine (Matthew 9:17, Mark 2:22, Luke 5:37-39) for our old congregation. 
So come and see what the SPIRIT is doing among us, and invite your family and friends to Worship the LORD (Psalm 96:9). This service is 
from 6:30 to 7:00 pm. 

 

mailto:alerts@zionmillstadt.com
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Be Aware of Scams 

Over the last couple of years, many Zion members have received scam e-mail or text messages supposedly from me (Rev. Darrell Weber, or 
Pastor Darrell Weber, or Pastor Darrell). The originating phone number isn’t mine (618-972-6010) nor is the e-mail address mine 
(zion@zionmillstadt.com or weber.dm82@gmail.com).  

These scam messages start by asking for a favor or assistance in a vague way. These scams lead to more messages asking you to purchase 
gift cards for me to use for someone else in an emergency situation. Then you are instructed to buy gift cards, scratching off the code, then 
text or e-mail the scammer the code. Once you do that you have been robbed by the scammer. 

Immediately contact the police to report the scam. You can also call me at my cell phone number (listed above) or the church office (618-
476-1778) to verify that communications like these are scams. 

Note: I will never ask you to give me money or gift cards or purchase something for me or for anyone else. If it is a real need, I’ll ask you 
to give to one of Zion’s missions. 

I will respond to a scammer with a message similar to: 
O Holy Spirit, the person with this phone number or e-mail address is seeking to scam and rob people, and thus they are a curse, a liar 

and a thief like the devil. Therefore, curse them (Genesis 12:3a) that they may be blinded (John 9:39). May Your hand be heavy upon them 
(Psalm 32:4). May You judge them now, in hopes that one day they will really repent (Psalm 32:5) of their evil and wickedness, lest they be 
cast into the lake of fire for all of eternity (Revelation 21:8). 

 
Taking Down the Greens on Sunday, Jan. 5 

Following the Worship Service on Sunday, Jan. 5, we will take down the Christmas decorations and put them away until the next Advent 
Season begins. So join with us as we take down the decorations and prepare the sanctuary for 2025. 

 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting – Sunday, Jan. 19 

Zion’s annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, Jan. 19, following the Worship Service (around 11:20 a.m.). 
The usual items - various staff and organization reports, congregational meeting minutes, budget and auditing committee reports - will 

be on the agenda. In addition, the Council recommends that the In Loving Trust Window Fund interest go to TBA. 
Hopefully, the Annual Report will be available in the sanctuary by Jan. 12. 
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Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Garden Place at Millstadt 

Marianne Baltz 
Marilyn Beil 

Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 
Karen Quirin 

Dottie Rickard 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
The Shrine of the Lady of the 

Snows 
Don Mueller 

 
American red cross 

Blood Drive 
2024/2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
 

VFW 
November 12, 2025 

 
St. James 

January 8, 2025 
March 19, 2025 

May 21, 2025 
July 16, 2025 

September 10, 2025 
 

To schedule an appointment 
1-800-733-2767 or 

visit RedCrossBlood.org  
Bring Photo ID 

Brayden James 01/01 Pamela Forbeck 01/17

Stanley Fischer 01/01 Sharon Holloway 01/19

Jerry Tastad 01/01 Joseph Morris 01/20

Jake Tastad III 01/04 Tony Caponi 01/20

Keirsten Probst 01/04 Patricia French 01/20

Geoffrey Grootenboer 01/05 Trey Launius III 01/21

Ella Morris 01/06 Sylvia Korte 01/22

Alexander Weidner 01/07 Lori Gaulrapp 01/23

Marjorie Weber 01/09 Noah Kuester 01/24

Maxwell Holmes 01/10 Samantha Kreher 01/25

Jodi Notter 01/14 Mary Beth Pellmann 01/26

Maggie Muskopf 01/15 Angie Green 01/28

Jackson Muskopf 01/28

January Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

 
Rober & Kathleen Keim 

55 years on the 3rd 

mailto:zion@zionmillstadt.com
mailto:weber.dm82@gmail.com
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MONTH ONLINE AVE. 
2024 

IN PERSON AVE. 
2024 

January 9 66 

February 10 63 

March 6 96 

April  5 56 

May 10 59 

June 5 72 

July 3 55 

August 7 60 

September 4 61 

October 6 60 

November 4 72 

December   

Christmas Eve   

Year-to-Date  6 65 

-  SUNDAY’S 

Simple Macaroni and Cheese 
 

1-8 oz. box elbow macaroni 
1/4 cup butter 
1/4 cup flour 
1/2 tsp. salt 
ground black pepper, to taste 
2 cups milk 
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
 
Cook elbow macaroni in boiling water until cooked 
through but firm, about 8 minutes. Melt butter in 
saucepan; add flour, salt and pepper and stir until 
smooth, about 5 minutes. Pour in milk slowly, continu-
ing to cook about 5 minutes. Add cheese and stir until 
melted. Add sauce to noodles. Enjoy! 

2024
2024 2024 BUDGET 2023 2023

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2024 INCOME EXPENSE

January $39,247.55 $26,950.00 12,297.55$    22,006.00$    $19,575.07 $27,228.77
February $60,341.26 $19,664.53 40,676.73$    22,006.00$    $19,135.11 $29,700.64
March $27,123.69 $26,135.08 988.61$         22,006.00$    $17,094.66 $19,708.48
April $20,833.67 $29,548.51 (8,714.84)$     22,006.00$    $30,417.21 $28,239.45
May $17,110.13 $20,948.60 (3,838.47)$     22,006.00$    $15,956.14 $34,598.97
June $16,628.58 $21,505.87 (4,877.29)$     22,006.00$    $9,208.61 $16,591.59
July $31,436.95 $23,873.06 7,563.89$      22,006.00$    $23,961.75 $36,382.84
August $30,508.78 $17,361.46 13,147.32$    22,006.00$    $18,685.51 $15,040.61
September $20,630.76 $21,920.10 (1,289.34)$     22,006.00$    $17,977.92 $21,911.42
October $14,488.40 $41,548.13 (27,059.73)$   22,006.00$    $22,409.09 $24,934.93
November $19,494.59 $24,749.72 (5,255.13)$     22,006.00$    $28,167.36 $24,257.77
December -$                22,006.00$    $53,732.24 $23,060.70

TOTALS 297,844.36$  274,205.06$  23,639.30$    264,072.00$  276,320.67$  301,656.17$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version

Please Note:  The high expense for October is due to the Insurance Premium paid in full for 2024-2025.

 

Council Meeting 
December 9, 2024 

 
ATTENDANCE:   Council members present were 
Vice-President Annette Hund, Sherry Wynn, Kurt 

Tegtmeier, Joshua Seidlitz, Darren Doerr, Secretary Betty Ann Keller 
Timmer, Assistant Treasurer Barb Scharf, Office Administrator 
Amanda Frierdich, Pastor Darrell Weber, and Les Mehrtens.  Annette 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and Pastor Darrell gave an 
opening prayer.  
CHURCH INSURANCE AND BUILDING ISSUES:  Les 
Mehrtens reported that we had received the policies from Erie Insur-
ance, and all was in order.  He then stated that Millstadt Glass would 
be coming to Church on Tuesday December 10 to look at the old altar 
to get information on making a glass top to be like the one that is cur-
rently on the sanctuary altar.  The next item that Les addressed is the 
water leak in the Fellowship Hall.  He will be meeting with a repre-
sentative from Helitech, also on Tuesday.  Les and Rich Hoffelmeyer 
will look for blueprints showing how the Educational Building and 
Church are connected.  Josh has contacted Foundation Recovery Sys-
tems to also look at the leak problem, and they are to come in late 
December; they will need to meet with Les and Rich.  Josh will also 
be calling Perma Jack and Woods Basement Systems.  The final item 
to be addressed is the two south entrances on the Educational Build-
ing – just the frames, not the doors.  Les has been working with Lee’s 
Do It Center and John Gasser (Henry Gasser Construction).  The total 
for material and labor is $11,883.  A motion was made by Barb, and 
seconded by Sherry, to present the bid from Lee’s and Gasser Con-
struction to the congregation to proceed with these repairs; motion 
carried.  Barb then amended this motion by adding that Council sug-
gests using the In Loving Trust Window annual interest to pay for 
this repair, with the balance due from the Jim and Mary Eckert Fund 
– Sherry seconded this amendment; motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s Report.   Amanda had checked into the stock donation 
from last month, and has deposited the funds into the In Loving Trust 
Window Fund.  Two families are currently in arrears with their chil-
dren’s pre-school tuition.  Council suggested following the same pro-
tocol as in previous situations, with setting a deadline of getting cur-
rent by January 8, when preschool will resume.  We have been having 
difficulties with getting help from Central Investments concerning the 
certificates of deposit we have invested there.  After some discussion, 
Council has decided to do a direct transfer of the LPL certificates of 
deposit that are currently at Central Investments to First National In-
vestments.  A motion was made by Sherry, and seconded by Josh to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report; motion carried. 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The November 11, 2024 minutes were 
reviewed by Council.  A motion was made by Barb and seconded by 
Sherry to approve the minutes; motion carried.   
 
BCE REPORT:  Pastor Darrell explained that the Sunday School 
children have been practicing Christmas carols at the opening of Sun-
day School each week in December, and then they sing that song dur-
ing the Church service that day.  They will also be singing on Christ-
mas Eve.  Nine children and eight adults attended the Sunday School 
Christmas party at Pastor Darrell’s house on December 8.  On De-
cember 22, the Sunday School will have an “in house” Christmas 
party instead of the usual Sunday School classes.  We will not have 
Sunday School on December 29.  A motion was made by Sherry, and 
seconded by Darren, to approve the BCE Report; motion carried. 
 
PASTOR'S REPORT:  Pastor Darrell had sent the report of his ac-
tivities for the previous month to Council members.  We have had 
eight Wednesday night Worship Services as of November 20, with a 
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total attendance of 180, and 62 people attending at least once.  We have 
been reaching some people who are unable to attend Sunday morning 
services.  We had 22 men and women decorate our sanctuary and 
church for Christmas.  We collected and delivered 100 Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes to St. Matthews in Belleville – a total of 
12,605 boxes for our region.  Pastor has five young families to light the 
Advent candles.  A motion was made by Barb, and seconded by Kurt T. 
to accept Pastor’s Report; motion carried. 
 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  A member has suggested that we 
have a Confirmation reunion.  We will be contacting Zion’s confirm-
ands for a fall 2025 reunion. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Audit & Budget.  (Barb Scharf).  The Audit Committee, consisting of 
Mike Hund, Dave Harres and Joan Launius, will be meeting for the 
annual audit in January, prior to the annual congregational meeting. 
Long Range Ministry (Andrew Taake). No report at this time. 
Missions & Outreach.  (Betty Keller Timmer).  Amanda had distrib-
uted the 2024 mission report, which showed that we had received 
$1212 for the Millstadt Food Pantry, $110 for Operation Christmas 
Child, and $125 for the Salvation Army/Ukraine during November.   
Staff/Parish Relations.  (Darren Doerr).  Some Council members 
suggested some areas around the Church that needed some extra clean-
ing.  
Property & Long Range. (Josh Seidlitz).   Rug Buster has cleaned the 
carpeting in Riess Hall.  Annette suggested that we get on Rug Buster’s 
books to have the carpeting cleaned in the Spring (before Easter) and 
also after Halloween.  We are waiting for the gentleman to do the plas-
tering repair in the Conference Room. 
 Volunteer Ministries. (Sherry Wynn).  No report at this time. 
Worship & Music.  (Annette Hund).  Annette is recruiting singers 
and musicians for the preludes on Christmas Eve. 
Cemetery Board.  (Kurt Tegtmeier).  No report at this time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Trivia Night.  Betty has contacted Rob Comstock to be the master of 
ceremonies for the trivia night.  She also volunteered to coordinate for 
the trivia night, and suggested having a meeting on January 12, after the 
morning worship service, to review what needs to be done for the 
event.  We will need someone to replace Mary Lou Peter who had 
helped get silent auction items. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Millstadt Historical Society Thank you.  Betty gave Annette a “thank 
you” letter from the Historical Society for supporting the 2025 MHS 
calendar. 
 
Installation of new Church leaders.  Pastor Darrell will invite all new 
Council and BCE members to attend the January 5, 2025 services for 
their installation. 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting.  The annual meeting will be held 
after morning worship on Sunday January 19, 2025. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business to be discussed, 
a motion was made by Barb, and seconded by Josh to adjourn the meet-
ing at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried.  Everyone joined hands to close with 
the Lord's Prayer.  
 
Kurt Pellmann – President   
Annette Hund – Vice-president 
Barb Scharf – Assistant Treasurer  
Betty Ann Keller Timmer – Secretary  
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Missions Article for January 

Thank you for your generosity during December as many of you 
took ornaments from the Giving Tree and purchased items for the 
Life Network of Southern Illinois. Your gifts provide women with the 
items they need to keep and raise their babies, as well as your gifts to 
Salvation Army disaster relief efforts and shelters for the homeless. 

Your gifts to the Food Pantry are always appreciated, and we 
thank you for helping to keep the shelves at the Food Pantry full. On 
Christmas Eve, special offerings for the Salvation Army Shelters will 
help the homeless and needy. 

In January our mission is LifeNetwork. During the month many 
churches and other pro-life organizations recognize the “sanctity of 
human life.” LifeNetwork provides free and confidential services to 
men, women, and their families in our area who are facing an un-
planned pregnancy. Baby Bottles will be distributed in January, and 
they can be filled with donations for LifeNetwork. This mission ulti-
mately exists to share the greatest Truth of all – the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Thank you for your generous support of Zion’s missions. 
 

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

 
The guys are looking at how much it would cost to 
replace the wood trim around the two entry doors 
of the Education Building. 
 

They are also looking at why we have water leaks in the basement, 
the fix and how much it will cost. 
 
The Christmas decorations were brought up form the basement to 
the sanctuary, and the tree was set up. 
 
The basement and kitchen floor was scrubbed. 
 
The park has been shut down and the restrooms have been winter-
ized. 
 
Thanks to the guys who have been cutting grass at Church, the 
park and cemeteries.  Thanks to the guys who water the flowers, 
plants and trees at Church and the park. 
 
We will be going on vacation from December 18th until January 
7th.   
 
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
Gary Shondy 

 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BOOK BAZAAR 

2025 
 

Collection of books will start back up on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, January 7th through March 14, 
2025. 
 
Please drop off books at the Hospital Warehouse 
or you may bring them to church and arrange-
ments will be made for pickup.  Please, NO ency-
clopedias. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Newsletter Delivery 
With recent mail delivery problems of our Newsletter, Zion’s 

Council has made the following decision.  This will start with the 
March 2025 Newsletter. 

1.     The newsletter is available online at (Click on the News-
letters tab): 

 http://www.zionmillstadt.com/Zion/Church/index.html 
2.     We will e-mail the newsletter to every member that we 

have an e-mail address for. We will seek to update our con-
tact information and include a request for e-mail address. 

3.     Paper copies of the newsletter will be available at the en-
trances to the sanctuary. 

4.     We will mail the newsletter to our members in care facili-
ties, out-of-area members, and anyone else who would still 
want a copy mailed to them.  

Please let our Office Administrator, Amanda, know your e-mail 
address or if you need the newsletter mailed to you. 
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN JANUARY 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST   
       
                                      Pray for strength and healing for the following: 
Steve & Gerry Albert, Ken Allen, Brayden Baer, Linda Barth, Wanda Basse, Trish Bell, Bekah Benson, Cindy Ber-
telsmann, Roberta Billhartz, Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Brandenburger, To-
by Brown, Jamie Case, Patty Crook, Steve Crook, Pamela Darnel, Susan Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Family of 
Maria DeJesus Mejia, Ann Dietrich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Susan 
Fogarty, Ruth Fritzinger, Margaret Garner, Lynn Gass, Jenny Gillette, Brenda Goudey, Mary (Boerke) Graham, 
Erika Gruenewald, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn Harres, Carol & Jim Haury, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Kevin Jackson, 
Daryl Jones, Gary & Sharon Jones, Steve Jones, Travis Jones, Samuel Kaminski, Chris Keck, Melanie Keck, 
Sandy Kirkpatrick, Jeff Kistner, Scott (Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kraemer, Tom & 
Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Carolyn Lantry, Frank Lee, Connie Mack, Dave, Tina & CC Maeder, Erin Mahoney, 
Wyatt McGaw, Lance Morris, Don Mueller, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob Nelson, Dean Norrenbern, Andrea Nunnal-
ly, Margie O’Saben, Baby Ariela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s Sister), Dale Pellmann, Neil Pellmann, Steph-
anie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, LuAnn Rhymer, Dottie Rickard, Rich Riemann, Donna Ritson, Shelby 
Ruckreigel, Jeanie Schmidt, Chris Schmitz, Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron Schroeder, Jim Scott, Mitch Scott, Sheila 
Seagal, Gary Shondy, Ken Siebert, Wanda Sins, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mary Stevenson, Steve Tade, Joyce 
Tastad, Ray Teliczan, Rhonda Thompson, Reagan Timm, Rich Trent, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Val-
entine, Mark Vandermyde, Dale & Carol Vogel, Jason Walker, Bill & Donna Ward, Aubrey Weaver, Jake Weber, 
Milton Weber, Shaelynn Weber, Calvin Weldele, Jeffrey Willey, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Landon Woods, Bart & 
Kelley.  
 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY   Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael 
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason 
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell 
serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Barbara Hohlt for more information (476-1750)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.  

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com. 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
January       February 
cake mixes/frosting     pasta side dishes 
canned meat      peanut butter 
jello or pudding      canned fruit 
laundry supplies     cleaning supplies 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers.  Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause.  Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 

http://www.zionmillstadt.com/Zion/Church/index.html
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Missions Article for January 

Thank you for your generosity during December as many of you 
took ornaments from the Giving Tree and purchased items for the 
Life Network of Southern Illinois. Your gifts provide women with the 
items they need to keep and raise their babies, as well as your gifts to 
Salvation Army disaster relief efforts and shelters for the homeless. 

Your gifts to the Food Pantry are always appreciated, and we 
thank you for helping to keep the shelves at the Food Pantry full. On 
Christmas Eve, special offerings for the Salvation Army Shelters will 
help the homeless and needy. 

In January our mission is LifeNetwork. During the month many 
churches and other pro-life organizations recognize the “sanctity of 
human life.” LifeNetwork provides free and confidential services to 
men, women, and their families in our area who are facing an un-
planned pregnancy. Baby Bottles will be distributed in January, and 
they can be filled with donations for LifeNetwork. This mission ulti-
mately exists to share the greatest Truth of all – the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Thank you for your generous support of Zion’s missions. 
 

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

 
The guys are looking at how much it would cost to 
replace the wood trim around the two entry doors 
of the Education Building. 
 

They are also looking at why we have water leaks in the basement, 
the fix and how much it will cost. 
 
The Christmas decorations were brought up form the basement to 
the sanctuary, and the tree was set up. 
 
The basement and kitchen floor was scrubbed. 
 
The park has been shut down and the restrooms have been winter-
ized. 
 
Thanks to the guys who have been cutting grass at Church, the 
park and cemeteries.  Thanks to the guys who water the flowers, 
plants and trees at Church and the park. 
 
We will be going on vacation from December 18th until January 
7th.   
 
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
Gary Shondy 

 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BOOK BAZAAR 

2025 
 

Collection of books will start back up on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, January 7th through March 14, 
2025. 
 
Please drop off books at the Hospital Warehouse 
or you may bring them to church and arrange-
ments will be made for pickup.  Please, NO ency-
clopedias. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Newsletter Delivery 
With recent mail delivery problems of our Newsletter, Zion’s 

Council has made the following decision.  This will start with the 
March 2025 Newsletter. 

1.     The newsletter is available online at (Click on the News-
letters tab): 

 http://www.zionmillstadt.com/Zion/Church/index.html 
2.     We will e-mail the newsletter to every member that we 

have an e-mail address for. We will seek to update our con-
tact information and include a request for e-mail address. 

3.     Paper copies of the newsletter will be available at the en-
trances to the sanctuary. 

4.     We will mail the newsletter to our members in care facili-
ties, out-of-area members, and anyone else who would still 
want a copy mailed to them.  

Please let our Office Administrator, Amanda, know your e-mail 
address or if you need the newsletter mailed to you. 

 

 - 7 - 

In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN JANUARY 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST   
       
                                      Pray for strength and healing for the following: 
Steve & Gerry Albert, Ken Allen, Brayden Baer, Linda Barth, Wanda Basse, Trish Bell, Bekah Benson, Cindy Ber-
telsmann, Roberta Billhartz, Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Brandenburger, To-
by Brown, Jamie Case, Patty Crook, Steve Crook, Pamela Darnel, Susan Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Family of 
Maria DeJesus Mejia, Ann Dietrich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Susan 
Fogarty, Ruth Fritzinger, Margaret Garner, Lynn Gass, Jenny Gillette, Brenda Goudey, Mary (Boerke) Graham, 
Erika Gruenewald, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn Harres, Carol & Jim Haury, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Kevin Jackson, 
Daryl Jones, Gary & Sharon Jones, Steve Jones, Travis Jones, Samuel Kaminski, Chris Keck, Melanie Keck, 
Sandy Kirkpatrick, Jeff Kistner, Scott (Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kraemer, Tom & 
Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Carolyn Lantry, Frank Lee, Connie Mack, Dave, Tina & CC Maeder, Erin Mahoney, 
Wyatt McGaw, Lance Morris, Don Mueller, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob Nelson, Dean Norrenbern, Andrea Nunnal-
ly, Margie O’Saben, Baby Ariela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s Sister), Dale Pellmann, Neil Pellmann, Steph-
anie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, LuAnn Rhymer, Dottie Rickard, Rich Riemann, Donna Ritson, Shelby 
Ruckreigel, Jeanie Schmidt, Chris Schmitz, Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron Schroeder, Jim Scott, Mitch Scott, Sheila 
Seagal, Gary Shondy, Ken Siebert, Wanda Sins, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mary Stevenson, Steve Tade, Joyce 
Tastad, Ray Teliczan, Rhonda Thompson, Reagan Timm, Rich Trent, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Val-
entine, Mark Vandermyde, Dale & Carol Vogel, Jason Walker, Bill & Donna Ward, Aubrey Weaver, Jake Weber, 
Milton Weber, Shaelynn Weber, Calvin Weldele, Jeffrey Willey, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Landon Woods, Bart & 
Kelley.  
 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY   Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael 
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason 
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell 
serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Barbara Hohlt for more information (476-1750)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.  

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com. 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
January       February 
cake mixes/frosting     pasta side dishes 
canned meat      peanut butter 
jello or pudding      canned fruit 
laundry supplies     cleaning supplies 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers.  Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause.  Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 

http://www.zionmillstadt.com/Zion/Church/index.html


 

 - 8  - 

 

MONTH ONLINE AVE. 
2024 

IN PERSON AVE. 
2024 

January 9 66 

February 10 63 

March 6 96 

April  5 56 

May 10 59 

June 5 72 

July 3 55 

August 7 60 

September 4 61 

October 6 60 

November 4 72 

December   

Christmas Eve   

Year-to-Date  6 65 

-  SUNDAY’S 

Simple Macaroni and Cheese 
 

1-8 oz. box elbow macaroni 
1/4 cup butter 
1/4 cup flour 
1/2 tsp. salt 
ground black pepper, to taste 
2 cups milk 
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
 
Cook elbow macaroni in boiling water until cooked 
through but firm, about 8 minutes. Melt butter in 
saucepan; add flour, salt and pepper and stir until 
smooth, about 5 minutes. Pour in milk slowly, continu-
ing to cook about 5 minutes. Add cheese and stir until 
melted. Add sauce to noodles. Enjoy! 

2024
2024 2024 BUDGET 2023 2023

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2024 INCOME EXPENSE

January $39,247.55 $26,950.00 12,297.55$    22,006.00$    $19,575.07 $27,228.77
February $60,341.26 $19,664.53 40,676.73$    22,006.00$    $19,135.11 $29,700.64
March $27,123.69 $26,135.08 988.61$         22,006.00$    $17,094.66 $19,708.48
April $20,833.67 $29,548.51 (8,714.84)$     22,006.00$    $30,417.21 $28,239.45
May $17,110.13 $20,948.60 (3,838.47)$     22,006.00$    $15,956.14 $34,598.97
June $16,628.58 $21,505.87 (4,877.29)$     22,006.00$    $9,208.61 $16,591.59
July $31,436.95 $23,873.06 7,563.89$      22,006.00$    $23,961.75 $36,382.84
August $30,508.78 $17,361.46 13,147.32$    22,006.00$    $18,685.51 $15,040.61
September $20,630.76 $21,920.10 (1,289.34)$     22,006.00$    $17,977.92 $21,911.42
October $14,488.40 $41,548.13 (27,059.73)$   22,006.00$    $22,409.09 $24,934.93
November $19,494.59 $24,749.72 (5,255.13)$     22,006.00$    $28,167.36 $24,257.77
December -$                22,006.00$    $53,732.24 $23,060.70

TOTALS 297,844.36$  274,205.06$  23,639.30$    264,072.00$  276,320.67$  301,656.17$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version

Please Note:  The high expense for October is due to the Insurance Premium paid in full for 2024-2025.

 

Council Meeting 
December 9, 2024 

 
ATTENDANCE:   Council members present were 
Vice-President Annette Hund, Sherry Wynn, Kurt 

Tegtmeier, Joshua Seidlitz, Darren Doerr, Secretary Betty Ann Keller 
Timmer, Assistant Treasurer Barb Scharf, Office Administrator 
Amanda Frierdich, Pastor Darrell Weber, and Les Mehrtens.  Annette 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and Pastor Darrell gave an 
opening prayer.  
CHURCH INSURANCE AND BUILDING ISSUES:  Les 
Mehrtens reported that we had received the policies from Erie Insur-
ance, and all was in order.  He then stated that Millstadt Glass would 
be coming to Church on Tuesday December 10 to look at the old altar 
to get information on making a glass top to be like the one that is cur-
rently on the sanctuary altar.  The next item that Les addressed is the 
water leak in the Fellowship Hall.  He will be meeting with a repre-
sentative from Helitech, also on Tuesday.  Les and Rich Hoffelmeyer 
will look for blueprints showing how the Educational Building and 
Church are connected.  Josh has contacted Foundation Recovery Sys-
tems to also look at the leak problem, and they are to come in late 
December; they will need to meet with Les and Rich.  Josh will also 
be calling Perma Jack and Woods Basement Systems.  The final item 
to be addressed is the two south entrances on the Educational Build-
ing – just the frames, not the doors.  Les has been working with Lee’s 
Do It Center and John Gasser (Henry Gasser Construction).  The total 
for material and labor is $11,883.  A motion was made by Barb, and 
seconded by Sherry, to present the bid from Lee’s and Gasser Con-
struction to the congregation to proceed with these repairs; motion 
carried.  Barb then amended this motion by adding that Council sug-
gests using the In Loving Trust Window annual interest to pay for 
this repair, with the balance due from the Jim and Mary Eckert Fund 
– Sherry seconded this amendment; motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s Report.   Amanda had checked into the stock donation 
from last month, and has deposited the funds into the In Loving Trust 
Window Fund.  Two families are currently in arrears with their chil-
dren’s pre-school tuition.  Council suggested following the same pro-
tocol as in previous situations, with setting a deadline of getting cur-
rent by January 8, when preschool will resume.  We have been having 
difficulties with getting help from Central Investments concerning the 
certificates of deposit we have invested there.  After some discussion, 
Council has decided to do a direct transfer of the LPL certificates of 
deposit that are currently at Central Investments to First National In-
vestments.  A motion was made by Sherry, and seconded by Josh to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report; motion carried. 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The November 11, 2024 minutes were 
reviewed by Council.  A motion was made by Barb and seconded by 
Sherry to approve the minutes; motion carried.   
 
BCE REPORT:  Pastor Darrell explained that the Sunday School 
children have been practicing Christmas carols at the opening of Sun-
day School each week in December, and then they sing that song dur-
ing the Church service that day.  They will also be singing on Christ-
mas Eve.  Nine children and eight adults attended the Sunday School 
Christmas party at Pastor Darrell’s house on December 8.  On De-
cember 22, the Sunday School will have an “in house” Christmas 
party instead of the usual Sunday School classes.  We will not have 
Sunday School on December 29.  A motion was made by Sherry, and 
seconded by Darren, to approve the BCE Report; motion carried. 
 
PASTOR'S REPORT:  Pastor Darrell had sent the report of his ac-
tivities for the previous month to Council members.  We have had 
eight Wednesday night Worship Services as of November 20, with a 
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total attendance of 180, and 62 people attending at least once.  We have 
been reaching some people who are unable to attend Sunday morning 
services.  We had 22 men and women decorate our sanctuary and 
church for Christmas.  We collected and delivered 100 Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes to St. Matthews in Belleville – a total of 
12,605 boxes for our region.  Pastor has five young families to light the 
Advent candles.  A motion was made by Barb, and seconded by Kurt T. 
to accept Pastor’s Report; motion carried. 
 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  A member has suggested that we 
have a Confirmation reunion.  We will be contacting Zion’s confirm-
ands for a fall 2025 reunion. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Audit & Budget.  (Barb Scharf).  The Audit Committee, consisting of 
Mike Hund, Dave Harres and Joan Launius, will be meeting for the 
annual audit in January, prior to the annual congregational meeting. 
Long Range Ministry (Andrew Taake). No report at this time. 
Missions & Outreach.  (Betty Keller Timmer).  Amanda had distrib-
uted the 2024 mission report, which showed that we had received 
$1212 for the Millstadt Food Pantry, $110 for Operation Christmas 
Child, and $125 for the Salvation Army/Ukraine during November.   
Staff/Parish Relations.  (Darren Doerr).  Some Council members 
suggested some areas around the Church that needed some extra clean-
ing.  
Property & Long Range. (Josh Seidlitz).   Rug Buster has cleaned the 
carpeting in Riess Hall.  Annette suggested that we get on Rug Buster’s 
books to have the carpeting cleaned in the Spring (before Easter) and 
also after Halloween.  We are waiting for the gentleman to do the plas-
tering repair in the Conference Room. 
 Volunteer Ministries. (Sherry Wynn).  No report at this time. 
Worship & Music.  (Annette Hund).  Annette is recruiting singers 
and musicians for the preludes on Christmas Eve. 
Cemetery Board.  (Kurt Tegtmeier).  No report at this time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Trivia Night.  Betty has contacted Rob Comstock to be the master of 
ceremonies for the trivia night.  She also volunteered to coordinate for 
the trivia night, and suggested having a meeting on January 12, after the 
morning worship service, to review what needs to be done for the 
event.  We will need someone to replace Mary Lou Peter who had 
helped get silent auction items. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Millstadt Historical Society Thank you.  Betty gave Annette a “thank 
you” letter from the Historical Society for supporting the 2025 MHS 
calendar. 
 
Installation of new Church leaders.  Pastor Darrell will invite all new 
Council and BCE members to attend the January 5, 2025 services for 
their installation. 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting.  The annual meeting will be held 
after morning worship on Sunday January 19, 2025. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business to be discussed, 
a motion was made by Barb, and seconded by Josh to adjourn the meet-
ing at 7:55 p.m.  Motion carried.  Everyone joined hands to close with 
the Lord's Prayer.  
 
Kurt Pellmann – President   
Annette Hund – Vice-president 
Barb Scharf – Assistant Treasurer  
Betty Ann Keller Timmer – Secretary  
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Be Aware of Scams 

Over the last couple of years, many Zion members have received scam e-mail or text messages supposedly from me (Rev. Darrell Weber, or 
Pastor Darrell Weber, or Pastor Darrell). The originating phone number isn’t mine (618-972-6010) nor is the e-mail address mine 
(zion@zionmillstadt.com or weber.dm82@gmail.com).  

These scam messages start by asking for a favor or assistance in a vague way. These scams lead to more messages asking you to purchase 
gift cards for me to use for someone else in an emergency situation. Then you are instructed to buy gift cards, scratching off the code, then 
text or e-mail the scammer the code. Once you do that you have been robbed by the scammer. 

Immediately contact the police to report the scam. You can also call me at my cell phone number (listed above) or the church office (618-
476-1778) to verify that communications like these are scams. 

Note: I will never ask you to give me money or gift cards or purchase something for me or for anyone else. If it is a real need, I’ll ask you 
to give to one of Zion’s missions. 

I will respond to a scammer with a message similar to: 
O Holy Spirit, the person with this phone number or e-mail address is seeking to scam and rob people, and thus they are a curse, a liar 

and a thief like the devil. Therefore, curse them (Genesis 12:3a) that they may be blinded (John 9:39). May Your hand be heavy upon them 
(Psalm 32:4). May You judge them now, in hopes that one day they will really repent (Psalm 32:5) of their evil and wickedness, lest they be 
cast into the lake of fire for all of eternity (Revelation 21:8). 

 
Taking Down the Greens on Sunday, Jan. 5 

Following the Worship Service on Sunday, Jan. 5, we will take down the Christmas decorations and put them away until the next Advent 
Season begins. So join with us as we take down the decorations and prepare the sanctuary for 2025. 

 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting – Sunday, Jan. 19 

Zion’s annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, Jan. 19, following the Worship Service (around 11:20 a.m.). 
The usual items - various staff and organization reports, congregational meeting minutes, budget and auditing committee reports - will 

be on the agenda. In addition, the Council recommends that the In Loving Trust Window Fund interest go to TBA. 
Hopefully, the Annual Report will be available in the sanctuary by Jan. 12. 
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Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Garden Place at Millstadt 

Marianne Baltz 
Marilyn Beil 

Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 
Karen Quirin 

Dottie Rickard 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
The Shrine of the Lady of the 

Snows 
Don Mueller 

 
American red cross 

Blood Drive 
2024/2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
 

VFW 
November 12, 2025 

 
St. James 

January 8, 2025 
March 19, 2025 

May 21, 2025 
July 16, 2025 

September 10, 2025 
 

To schedule an appointment 
1-800-733-2767 or 

visit RedCrossBlood.org  
Bring Photo ID 

Brayden James 01/01 Pamela Forbeck 01/17

Stanley Fischer 01/01 Sharon Holloway 01/19

Jerry Tastad 01/01 Joseph Morris 01/20

Jake Tastad III 01/04 Tony Caponi 01/20

Keirsten Probst 01/04 Patricia French 01/20

Geoffrey Grootenboer 01/05 Trey Launius III 01/21

Ella Morris 01/06 Sylvia Korte 01/22

Alexander Weidner 01/07 Lori Gaulrapp 01/23

Marjorie Weber 01/09 Noah Kuester 01/24

Maxwell Holmes 01/10 Samantha Kreher 01/25

Jodi Notter 01/14 Mary Beth Pellmann 01/26

Maggie Muskopf 01/15 Angie Green 01/28

Jackson Muskopf 01/28

January Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

 
Rober & Kathleen Keim 

55 years on the 3rd 

mailto:zion@zionmillstadt.com
mailto:weber.dm82@gmail.com
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The Evangelical Catechism 

Traditional Orthodox Edition of 1896 
I am continuing the series of articles on the 1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism, republished in modern English by the Evangelical 

Association in 2018. This article covers the 26h of 52 weeks in the catechism. This section covers the Apostles’ Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. 
Week 26 is composed of questions 69 through 71: 

69. Did God leave mankind to die in this state of sin and misery? 
No; God in His mercy resolved from all eternity to redeem fallen mankind by His only begotten Son. 2 Tim. 1:9 

70. How did God prepare mankind for the coming of the Savior? 
God prepared mankind for the coming of the Savior by the promise given in paradise, by the preaching of the prophets, and by forms of 
worship in the old covenant. Gen. 3:15; Gen. 22:18; Gen. 49:10; Jer. 33:15-16; Micah 5:2; Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 53:7; Acts 10:43 

71. How did God accomplish man's redemption? 
John 3:16: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life." 
Gal. 4:4-5: "But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the 
law, that we might receive adoption to sonship." 

 
 
 

 
Thank You 

Pastor Darrell & Marjie Weber thank the many members of Zion for the Christmas greetings, cards, cookies, gifts, prayers, and well 
wishes. We pray that the Lord Jesus will bless all of us at Zion throughout the new year of 2025. 

 

 
Weather Alerts 

Church cancellations will be posted on Fox Channel 2, KMOV Channel 4, and KSDK Channel 5. In addition, those who have signed up by e-
mailing or texting from their cell phone - alerts@zionmillstadt.com - will also be notified. To sign up, e-mail or text the above alerts e-mail 
address and include your name. 

 

 
Wednesday Night Worship Services 

Our Wednesday Evening Contemporary Worship is like a new wine (Matthew 9:17, Mark 2:22, Luke 5:37-39) for our old congregation. 
So come and see what the SPIRIT is doing among us, and invite your family and friends to Worship the LORD (Psalm 96:9). This service is 
from 6:30 to 7:00 pm. 

 

mailto:alerts@zionmillstadt.com
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Liturgist Schedule for January 
We have 14 liturgists who read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfin-

ger,  Annette Hund,  Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce 
Tastad,  Richard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber. 

We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are interested, 
please contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up. 

The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below. 
Jan.   5 Pastor Darrell 
Jan. 12 Joyce Tastad 618-660-6259 jtastad51@charter.net 
Jan. 19 Richard Trent 618-939-8765 trentech@htc.net 
Jan. 26 Marjie Weber 618-972-5532 weber_ddw@charter.net 

 
“Better is One Day in YOUR House” by Matt Redman (1995) 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, Oh Lord Almighty 
My soul longs and even faints for You 

For here my heart is satisfied, within Your presence 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings 

 

Chorus (2 times) 
Better is one day in Your courts,   Better is one day in Your house 

Better is one day in Your courts,   Than thousands elsewhere 
 

One thing I ask, and I would seek, to see Your beauty, 
To find You in the place Your glory dwells 

 

Chorus (2 times) 
Than thousands elsewhere,   Than thousands elsewhere 

 

My heart and flesh cry out,   to You the living God 
Your Spirit's water for my soul 

I've tasted and I've seen,   Come once again to me. 
I will draw near to You,   I will draw near to You 

 

Chorus (4 times) 
Than thousands elsewhere,   Than thousands elsewhere 
Than thousands elsewhere,   Than thousands elsewhere 

This song is based on Psalm 84. It is one of the songs we sing on Wednesday evenings. I have taken the following from the website: 
https://www.thebereantest.com/matt-redman-better-is-one-day 

1. What message does the song communicate? 
Redman describes God as lovely, beautiful, and glorious. Redman had a taste of God and wants more of His living water! He pours out 
his heart and flesh to God, drawing near to Him. Redman proclaims that it is better to dwell with God in His Presence for 24 hours than 
to spend thousands of days apart from Him. 

2. How much of the lyrics line up with Scripture? 
All lines align with God’s inspired Word. Refer to the above link for a detailed Scriptural breakdown. 

3. How would an outsider interpret the song? 
It should be easy for those outside the camp of Christ to comprehend Redman’s main message. After all, it shows up six times! Though 
they do not experientially understand the greatness of God, they will easily see that Christians think God is great and want to be with 
Him, in plain language. 

4. What does this song glorify? 
It glorifies God through Redman’s description of God’s beauty, satisfaction, and superiority in comparison to other places. 

5. Closing Comments 
This song contains a deep, rich message that God is better than everything else, satiating our thirsty souls with His glorious beauty and 
wonder. This, along with the ease of unbeliever interpretation, brings glory to God. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

(Every Second Monday of the Month - 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Darren Doerr (26)   618-980-5055 
Annette Hund (25)   618-719-6306  (Vice Pres.) 
Kurt Pellmann (25)   618-781-0903 (President) 
Barb Scharf (25)   618-973-0289  
Joshua Seidlitz (27)   618-363-4634 
Andrew Taake (27)   618-973-1006 
Kurt Tegtmeier (27)   618-233-8384 
Betty Keller Timmer (26)   618-520-3623  (Secretary) 
Sherry Wynn (26)   618-615-7915 
 
(00) indicates the year that the Council Member’s term expires. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Jodi Notter (25)     618-698-1890 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf. 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 
Fill the Pews 

Psalm 84, “A Song of the Sons of Korah,” describes those who seek to be in the presence of 
LORD GOD. 

Psalm 84:1 says, “How lovely is YOUR dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!” The Old Testa-
ment Temple was built and renovated numerous times, all for the Glory of the LORD GOD. Like-
wise, Zion’s was built (in our third building since 1863) and renovated many times, also for the 
Glory of the LORD – FATHER, SON and SPIRIT. We are blessed to have the Z-Team men and 
women who work tirelessly to maintain the beauty of our house of GOD. 

Psalm 84:2 says, “My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my heart and 
flesh sing for joy to the living GOD.” These people long (hunger and thirst) to be in God’s pres-
ence. Their longing springs forth from their heart, which brings forth joyous songs to the LORD. 

Psalm 84:4 says, “Blessed are those who dwell in YOUR house, ever singing YOUR praise! 
Selah.” Blessed (Happy) are these people, described in verse 2. The LORD HIMSELF is the 
source of blessing for those who praise HIM with joyous songs. These people truly have a right 
relationship with the LORD, the great “I AM” that Moses met at the burning Bush (Exodus 3). 

Psalm 84:5 says, “Blessed are those whose strength is in YOU, in whose heart are the highways to Zion.” Again, Blessed 
(Happy) are those whose heart leads them to the LORD’s presence (highways to Zion). These people will find the LORD’S strength 
to overcome whatever is thrown at them in this world. 

Psalm 84:7 says, “They go from strength to strength; each one appears before GOD in Zion.” In fact, they will grow stronger 
and stronger in the LORD as they meet with GOD in HIS sanctuary. 

Psalm 84:10 says, “For a day in YOUR courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” These people realize that there is no profit 
or benefit from gaining the whole world and losing their soul (see Matthew 16:26). Dwelling with the LORD is not more valuable 
than everything else, it is overwhelmingly more valuable (one versus a thousand). This will be fulfilled when JESUS CHRIST re-
turns to usher in the New Heaven and Earth – Revelation 21:3, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.” 

I make you aware of Psalm 84 as we begin this new year of 2025. I do this so that you may hear the HOLY SPIRIT’s calling. 
For the HOLY SPIRIT breathed these words into the Sons of Korah (inspired them). HE did so that you may long for the LORD, to 
praise and worship HIM and to live with HIM now and forever. 

In this new year of 2025, come and fill the Pews of Zion. Do so on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, or both. Come and 
bring new life to yourself and to Zion, now in our 190th year. 

O HOLY SPIRIT, we invite YOU to stir up a year of spiritual revival and renewal in us, among us, and through us, to our fami-
lies and friends in Millstadt and beyond. May we, and our loved ones, be born again to a living hope through JESUS CHHRIST (1 
Peter 1:3). May we express this by worshipping YOU – FATHER, SON and HOLY SPIRIT – willingly and from the heart, week by 
week. 

 
May you and your family be counted among the LORD’s blessed ones this New Year; 
Pastor Darrell Weber 
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We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  


