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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Jodi Notter (25)     618-698-1890 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
 
 
 

 Worship Schedule 
9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf. 

10:15 AM - Worship Service 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Evangelical Church 

117 West White Street 

Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

 

Zion Evangelical Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 

Chosen 
Chosen, to choose, to make a choice, is foundational to our Christian faith. We are called 

to choose (believe in [Acts 16:31], place our faith in) Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
Yet, He chose you (John 6:70). This is like the two sides of a coin – our choice and God’s 
choice. 

But Jesus made an odd statement in John 15:16, “You did not choose me, but I chose 
you …” Jesus is saying that He made the choice of you. His choice is the first and founda-
tional choice that enabled you to choose Him. Paul emphasized this in Ephesians 1:4, “he 
(God) chose us in him (Jesus Christ) before the foundation of the world.” 

This speaks of being predestined. This is exactly what Paul states in the next verse of his 
letter to the Ephesians, “he (God) predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ.” This is a great mystery - and God alone knows the answer. 

Chosen for what? To “go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide,” (also John 
15:16). To bear the fruit of repentance (Matthew 3:8), righteousness (Philippians 1:11), 
goodness (Ephesians 5:9), holiness and blamelessness (Ephesians 1:4), and of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). In bearing this kind of 
fruit, we glorify the Father and so prove that we really are Jesus’ followers (see John 15:8). 

You have been chosen by God through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ, not simply to live with Him in eternity. You have been 
chosen by Him in order to be made like Him and to display Him to all those around you (the fruit mentioned above). 

Chosen will be our theme for Rally Sunday, September 8, and for our Sunday School year. In fact, we will also be using “The 
Chosen (TV series)” in our adult and high school Sunday School classes as well as in our Monthly movie nights. 

The following description of “The Chosen (TV series)” is taken from Wikipedia. 
The Chosen is an American Christian historical drama television series. Created, directed, and co-written by filmmaker Dal-

las Jenkins, it is the first multi-season series about the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. Primarily set in Judaea and Galilee in 
the 1st century, the series centers on Jesus and the people who met and followed him. 

The producers primarily employ a crowdfunding approach to finance production; The Chosen became the most successful 
crowdfunded TV series or film project in history. The series streams for free on its own app, using a pay-it-forward model for view-
ers to contribute funding to make it free for others. 

In contrast with typical Bible-focused productions, Jenkins has given more depth to his scripts by adding backstories to various 
characters from the gospels without contradicting material that is present. This is noted in the opening credits of the first episode, 
which include the following: 

The Chosen is based on the true stories of the gospels of Jesus Christ. Some locations and timelines have been combined or 
condensed. Backstories and some characters or dialogue have been added. However, all biblical and historical context and any 
artistic imagination are designed to support the truth and intention of the Scriptures. Viewers are encouraged to read the gospels. 
The original names, locations, and phrases have been translated into English for anything spoken. 

No TV mini-series (e.g., “Jesus of Nazareth”) or movie (e.g., “The Greatest Story Ever Told,” “The Passion of Christ,” etc.) 
about Jesus is a perfect presentation of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Only projects like “The Visual Bible: Mat-
thew,” etc., are taken from the scriptures word for word. But “The Chosen,” like the other series and movies mentioned above, 
seeks to engage the viewer, while calling upon the viewer to actually read the Gospels. 

Marjie Weber has been using “The Chosen” with the adult class since January. They will be starting Season 3. Josh Seidlitz has 
been using “The Chosen” with the high school class. They will resume with Season 2, Episode 6. 

So join us as we explore and live out the lives of God’s chosen people in Christ Jesus. 
 

Blessings; 
Pastor Darrell 

September 2024 
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We love because He first loved us. 

1 John 4:19  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_media
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_drama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dallas_Jenkins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dallas_Jenkins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_of_Jesus_in_the_New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaea_(Roman_province)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee#Classical_antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowdfunding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pay_it_forward
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospels
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Lay Liturgist Schedule for September 
Janice Seidlitz and Joshua Seidlitz are joining our liturgist team. This brings us to 14 liturgists who 
read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfinger,  Annette Hund,  
Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce Tastad,  Rich-
ard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber. 
We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are in-
terested, please contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up. 
The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below. 
Sept.   1 Sean Mahoney 618-977-3240 seancari@htc.net 
Sept.   8 Kay Mehrtens 618-792-3138 leskay@htc.net 
Sept. 15 Vicki Pellmann 618-806-8878 vdp2007@aol.com 
Sept. 22 Janice Seidlitz 618-363-3492 jkseidlitz@gmail.com 
Sept. 29 Joshua Seidlitz 618-363-4634 Joshuaseidlitz@gmail.com 

 
“LORD, I Want to be a Christian” African American spiritual, author unknown (1750s) 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart,   In my heart, In my heart, 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart,   In my heart, In my heart, 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart,   In my heart. In my heart, 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart,   In my heart, In my heart, 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
 

The following is taken from The Complete Book of Hymns, by William J. Petersen & Ardythe Petersen. 
It isn’t easy to trace the source of most spirituals, but “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” seems to have originated in Virginia 

sometime around 1750. A Presbyterian named William Davies was preaching there when a slave came up to him and said that he 
wanted to learn more about how to become a Christian. He also wanted to learn more about Jesus Christ and how to live for him. 
Soon after that, this song appeared and became popular among African Americans in the South. Since the middle of the twentieth 
century it has been used in churches of all denominations. 

I chose this song to accompany the return to Sunday School. This song emphasizes the desire (I want) to be a Christian. This 
desire moves beyond our thinking. It rises up from the heart and moves us to choose to follow Jesus. With this is a desire to be more 
loving - in how we relate to others. The desire to be more holy – in how we relate to God.  And, the desire to truly be like Jesus.  

Our Sunday School and our various Bible studies seek to move you to this kind of desire to follow and live for Jesus. We desire 
to help you, young to old, to desire to be more loving and more holy - to really be like Jesus. Therefore, our Sunday School and Bi-
ble studies really are for all ages and stages of life. 

So, parents, bring your children and youth to our Sunday School each Sunday. And join us in The Chosen adult class, as well. 
Likewise bring your family to our monthly “Chosen” movie nights. And those who are available, on Wednesday mornings at 11:00 
a.m., join us and invite a friend. 
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Sisters in Faith 
will be returning  

September 5, 2024 
at noon 

 
Officers will provide lunch, mem-
bers are asked to bring a dessert. 

 
Hope to see you there!

 

Dear Zion Family – 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers, 
phone calls, cards and gifts while I 
was recovering from my foot surgery.  
I really appreciate all you’ve done!  I 
have now been released by my doc-
tor, and I’m back to driving!! 

                

Betty Keller Timmer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Congregational Meeting – September 8 
Zion is calling a special congregational meeting for Rally Sunday, September 8th, following the Worship Ser-

vice (starting around 11:15 am). 
This will deal with urgent Church Insurance issues. We have been with Church Mutual Insurance company 

for over 20 years, with only 2 claims (the last one was hail damage to the roof over 5 years ago).  
Church Mutual is dropping our coverage on October 31st. So, the Church Council, with the much appreciated 

help from Les Mehrtens, has been scrambling to find Insurance coverage. 2 other companies, Brotherhood Mutu-
al and Guide One, exist in the Church Insurance market. We are working with them to secure coverage. 

We were required to have an electrical inspection, which was done by Jarvis Electric in Swansea. Changes are 
required that exceed the $5,000 limit that the Council has, so we are calling this Special Congregational meeting 
to present the information to you. This information is still being prepared. 

In order to get Insurance coverage we will need to make these changes. Therefore, we urgently need your 
presence and vote at this Special Congregational meeting. 

In addition to the costs, which will be spelled out at the meeting, we anticipate a large increase in our rates 
and deductible. We had budgeted $10,600 in 2020;   $13,200 in 2021;   $13,500 in 2022;   $14,000 in 2023;   and 
$17,559 in 2024.  We are being told new rates will be between $25,000 and $30,000. In addition we have had a 
deductible of $1,000 with Church Mutual. We are told to expect much higher deductibles. 

We are not alone in this. We have been contacted by other churches facing cancellation or very high rate in-
creases. I have included a link to an article published by Christianity Today which tells of what is happening all 
across the country. Please read this article. 

https://christianitytoday.com/news/2024/august/storm-church-insurance-rise-crisis.html 
Please attend this special congregational meeting and bring your questions and concerns. And, pray as we and 

many other churches struggle to deal with the changing insurance market. 
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The Evangelical Catechism 
Traditional Orthodox Edition of 1896 

I am continuing the series of articles on the 1896 
edition of the Evangelical Catechism, republished in 
modern English by the Evangelical Association in 
2018. This article covers the 22nd of 52 weeks in the 
catechism. This section covers the Apostles’ Creed, 

Weeks 20 through 47. 
Week 22 is composed of questions 57 and 58: 

57. Whereby does God continually prove Himself to be the Creator? 
God continually proves Himself to be the Creator by His father-
ly providence, whereby He preserves and governs all things.  
Gen. 8:22;   Job 10:12;   Ps. 145:15-16;   Ps. 121:3-4;   Gen. 
50:20;   Ps. 33:13-15;   Prov. 16:9;   Ps. 111:2;   Deut. 8:10;   
Matt. 6:25;   Matt. 10:29-31 

58. What is the substance of your faith in God, the Almighty Crea-
tor? 
The answer to this question is most easily understood and committed to 

memory when separated into its four natural divisions: 
1) What has God done? 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 
and still preserves my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my 
reason and all my senses,  

2) What does God still do? 
also food and raiment, home and family, and all my possessions; that He 
daily and abundantly provides me with all the necessaries of life, protects 
and preserves me from all danger;  

3) Why does God do this? 
and all this he does purely out of paternal and divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit of worthiness on my part.  

4) What, therefore, do we owe to God? 
For all this I am in duty bound to thank, praise, serve, and obey Him. This 
is most certainly true. 

 
 

 
Summer Worship in the Park Ends September 1 

Worship in the Park wraps up on Sunday, Sep-
tember 1. The Service is at 9:00 a.m. 

September 8 is Rally Sunday back at the 
Church. Sunday School starts at 9:00 a.m., followed by Worship at 
10:15 a.m. 

 
Rally Sunday, September 8 

Sunday School kicks off on Rally Sunday, Septem-
ber 8. 
At 9:00 a.m., all children should arrive and enter the 

Fellowship Hall (downstairs) to sit with their class during the open-
ing presentation. Following this, they will leave with their teacher 
and head to their classroom. 

Our teachers are excited and are dedicated to bringing the 
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ to your children and youth. So 
bring your children and youth to learn more and more about Jesus 
so that they may commit themselves to following and serving Him. 
This will enable them to have life abundant here and eternal to 
come.  

Note: We have an adult class led by Marjie Weber watching and 
discussing “The Chosen” TV Series. See the opening article. 

Join us on Rally Sunday and every Sunday thereafter. Invite 
your family and friends to do so as well.  

 
Rally Day Notes 

At 10:15 a.m., all children should sit with their families in Wor-
ship. The following Rally Day events will take place during Wor-
ship. 

Children who achieved faithful attendance throughout the previ-
ous year will be recognized. 

These are (with number of years of faithful attendance):  Kate-
lyn Allen (11),   Caleb Doerr (3),   Jocelyn Doerr (4),   Mi-

cah Doerr (4),   Sadie Notter (2),   Wyatt Notter (2),   Alessan-
dra Riemann (10),   Josephina Riemann (10),   Ella Weaver (9),   
George Wolfmeier (6),   Isabelle Wolfmeier (7)   and Olivia 
Wolfmeier (4). 

Bibles will be presented to our children who are entering the third 
grade. To our knowledge, they are   Lester French,   Sadie Not-
ter   and  Olivia Wolfmeier.  Please contact the church office if 
you are aware of other children entering third grade. 

Our Confirmation class will be introduced to the congregation. Our 
7th graders are   Drew Kish   and   Alessandra Riemann.   And 
our 8th is   Caleb Doerr.   Please contact the church office if you 
are aware of any other youth who would be interested in Zion’s 
Confirmation class. 

Sunday School Teachers will be installed. 
Pre-K – 2nd Grade Jodi Notter,   and.  Marcia Twellman 
3rd - 6th Grade Debbie Doerr,   Sherri Vogt,   and   Stacy Woehlke 
Confirmation Pastor Darrell Weber 
High School Joshua Seidlitz   &   Jessica Seidlitz 
Adult  Marjie We-

ber 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday Bible Study Starting on September 11 
Join us on Wednesdays, (starting September 11) from 11:00 a.m. till 

noon. We are continuing our study of Evangelical (Lutheran and Re-
formed) Theology. Join us as we explore the Evangelical teachings, 
faith, and heritage up-
on which Zion was 
founded. And, invite a 
friend. 

 
 
 
 

2024 Evangelical Association National Gathering - September 20-21 
Eden Church invites the Pastors and Churches of the Evangelical 

Association (EA) to come together in Edwardsville, Illinois, on the third 
weekend in September 2024 for the EA National Gathering.  

The theme this year is “Blessed Are the Peacemakers” and the focus 
of this gathering is bringing the skills of peacemaking to the Evangelical 
Association. Our keynote speaker, workshops, and worship will speak to 
the desperate need for peace in today’s culture. The Church is uniquely 
poised to bring the Gospel and its message of peace to a culture in con-
flict. Come and join us as we seek to strengthen the Church and bring 
God’s grace to a world in need. 

Details of the EA National Gathering can be found on the Eden 
Church website: 

https://www.edenchurch-edw.org/ea2024 
The cost for Saturday (9/21) is $60. It includes breakfast, lunch, and 

supper. The day starts at 8:00 a.m. and wraps up by 9:00 p.m. The cost 
for the whole weekend (9/20-21) is $75. In addition to Saturday, it in-
cludes supper on Friday (which starts at 5:30 p.m. and wraps up by 9:00 
p.m.). 

This will provide a great opportunity for Zion’s leaders and mem-
bers to form closer bonds with our Evangelical Association. This is espe-
cially important as Pastor Darrell will be retiring next June. Zion will be 
working closely with the EA to obtain an Interim Pastor and then a Sen-
ior Pastor. So it’s good to get to know the pastors and churches in our 
area and beyond. 

Plan on attending the EA National Gathering and register today at 
the above website. Marjie and I look forward to seeing you there. 

PS: Rev. John Roberts at Eden Church was a student Pastor at Zion 

https://christianitytoday.com/news/2024/august/storm-church-insurance-rise-crisis.html
https://www.edenchurch-edw.org/ea2024
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Council Meeting 
July 8, 2024 

ATTENDANCE:   Council members present were 
President Kurt Pellmann, Secretary Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Vice-
President Annette Hund, Assistant Treasurer Barb Scharf, Andrew 
Taake, Kurt Tegtmeier, Darren Doerr, Office Administrator Amanda 
Frierdich, Les Mehrtens, and Pastor Darrell Weber.  Kurt P. called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and Pastor Darrell gave an opening 
prayer.  
CHURCH INSURANCE:  Les reported that he had completed the 
questionnaire needed for the potential new insurance carriers, Brother-
hood Mutual and Guide One.  He and Kurt P. had met with a repre-
sentative with the Gearhart Insurance Group on June 18.  They had 
done a “walk through” of the Church and parsonage, and the rep was 
going to check on the cemeteries and park.  An electrical inspection is 
scheduled for July 16. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s Report.  A motion was made by Annette, and seconded by 
Kurt T. to approve the Treasurer’s Report; motion carried.  The Mill-
stadt Community Choir had sent a thank you note for letting them use 
the Church facilities for their Patriotic Concert and rehearsals, and the 
Choir also sent a donation of $300.  Council decided to put this dona-
tion into the Music Fund. 
BCE REPORT:  The Board will be having a meeting on July 10 to 

back in the 80s. 
 
 
 

Movie Nights 
Monthly Friday movie nights return this Fall. We will be viewing 

and discussing (the pros and cons) of “The Chosen.” The first will be on 
September 27 at 7:00 p.m. downstairs in Fellowship Hall. It will be 
Season 1, Episode 1 titled “I Have Called You By Name.”  

In the months to follow, we will meet on the second Friday of each 
month. We will have popcorn and ask you to bring a snack and some-

thing to drink to share. Bring your Bibles as well as your 
friends. 
You can go to the following webpage for more info about 
each season and episode:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_The_Chosen_episodes 

 
Pastor’s Vacations 

August 30-September 2, camping and boating at Dam West 
campground on Carlyle Lake. EA Licensed Pastor Gary Franke (from 
our sister Church, Bethesda Evangelical Church in South St. Louis) will 
lead Worship on Sunday, September 1. 

September 13-15, we will be in Blooming-
ton, IL. I’ll perform the wedding ceremony for 
our nephew, Camden Weber, and his fiancée, 
Grace McCarten, on the Illinois Weslyan Univer-
sity campus. EA Licensed Pastor Gary Franke 
(from our sister Church, Bethesda Evangelical Church in South St. Lou-
is) will lead Worship on Sunday, September 15. 

 
Evening Worship Services Coming in October 

Worship is essential to faith in our Triune God – the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. The Psalms emphasize this over and over again and 
again. Jesus said in John 4:23, “true worshippers will worship the Fa-
ther in Spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to wor-
ship Him.” 

Therefore, coming in October we will begin a weekly evening 
Worship service. This is especially meant for our younger families who 
experience conflicts with Sunday morning Worship due to sports, trav-
el, etc. 

We are considering a Monday or Wednesday evening service. It 
will be a shortened service of 30 minutes. It will have audio/video for 

begin planning for Rally Day on September 8.  
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The June 10, 2024 minutes were re-
viewed by Council.  After some discussion concerning the wording of 
the procedure for planting memorial trees in the Church Park, a motion 
was made to amend the June minutes by Barb and seconded by An-
drew; motion carried. 
PASTOR'S REPORT:  Pastor Darrell distributed copies of his Pas-
tor’s report.  Vacation Bible School had the best attendance since be-
fore COVID, with the children being well behaved, and the weather 
very cooperative.  The weather has also been good for worship in the 
park so far this summer.  Pastor is planning to start having a worship 
gathering on a week night beginning in October.  He will consult with 
Millstadt Consolidated School concerning their sports schedule in the 
fall to choose a night for the gathering, which will be a reduced version 
of the Sunday morning service without the organ.  He reminded Coun-
cil members of the Evangelical Association’s national gathering to be 
held at Eden Church of Edwardsville September 20-22.  Pastor Jim 
Barnes, president of the Evangelical Association, will attend our Au-
gust 12 meeting to advise us on the search process for finding Pastor 
Darrell’s successor.  Pastor Darrell reminded Council members that we 
will be having an ice cream social after worship on July 14 at the 
Church Park. 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  Pastor Darrell has updated the ad for 
the Welcome Wagon for July. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Audit & Budget.  (Barb Scharf).  Barb will be working to get volun-
teers for the six-month audit in July. 
 Long Range Ministry (Andrew Taake). Andrew reported that Jam in 
the Park will be on September 22 from 6-8 p.m.  Dale Gruenewald is 
contacting musicians to participate. 
Missions & Outreach.  (Betty Keller Timmer).  Amanda had distrib-
uted the 2024 mission report, which showed that we had received 
$1539 for Gideons International, the June Mission, $150 for the Salva-
tion Army/Ukraine, and $125 for the Deacons’ Fund during June.  The 
Mission Committee had received a request to assist a disabled person 
with paying their power bill in June. 
Staff/Parish Relations.  (Darren Doerr).  No report at this time. 
Property & Long Range. (Josh Seidlitz).    Kurt T. will replace the 
handle on the back door.  Barb has brought a new ring doorbell for the 
back door.  Andrew said that he may have found someone who could 
fix the plaster in the conference room. 
Volunteer Ministries. (Sherry Wynn).  Kurt P. said that Sherry has 
recruited one new Council member for the next three-year term, and 
another person is considering serving on Council. 
Worship & Music.  (Annette Hund).  Annette had spoken to Patti 
French following the Patriotic Concert, and Patti said that the sound 
system had worked great for the concert. 
Cemetery Board.  (Kurt Tegtmeier).  No Report at this time. 
OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Park Use Overnight.  The Church Park has been rented for a wedding 
on September 21.  The family is going to have someone stay overnight 
to make sure that the decorations are not damaged.  Council is okay 
with having a family member staying there. 
Church-Wide BBQ.  Council will have Amanda research last year’s 
BBQ, and will then decide if we should proceed for this year.  Tenta-
tive date is September 7. 
Millstadt Historical Society Calendar Ad.  Betty presented a letter 
from the Historical Society requesting our participation in the Society’s 
annual calendar.  A motion was made by Barb, and seconded by An-
drew, to be included in the 2025 calendar for the same as prior years, 
two $20 ads.  Motion carried. 
Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business to be discussed, 
a motion was made by Andrew, and seconded by Annette to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:15p.m.  Motion carried.  Everyone joined hands to 
close with the Lord's Prayer.  
Kurt Pellmann – President Annette Hund – Vice-president 
Barb Scharf – Asst. Treasurer Betty Keller Timmer – Secretary  
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Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Our Lady of the Snows 

Betty Baltz 
 

Garden Place at Millstadt 
Marianne Baltz 

Marilyn Beil 
Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 

Dottie Rickard 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
The Villas of Holly Brook 

Don Mueller 
 

Freeburg Care Center 
Arlene Dohrmann 

 
American red cross 

Blood Drive 
2024 Schedule  

Wednesdays 

 
St. James 

September 18, 2024 
 

VFW 
November 13, 2024 

 
To schedule an appointment 

1-800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org  

Bring Photo ID 

Michael Hund 09/01 Virginia Bourn 09/11

Bryan Weaver 09/03 Oliver Gilmore 09/14

Krista Gruenewald 09/03 Oliver Pellmann 09/16

Darrell Weber 09/03 Sharon Veit Cromwell 09/17

Dorothy Rickard 09/04 Jessica Seidlitz 09/18

Jackson Schmidt 09/04 Wendy Muskopf 09/22

Arlene Dohrman 09/08 Debbie Doerr 09/23

Elizabeth Doerr 09/09 Kathryn Davis 09/23

Philip Acker 09/09 Caleb Doerr 09/24

Melissa Reece 09/10 Shannon Weaver 09/26

Cynthia Walker 09/10 Angelo Caponi 09/27

Elaine Morris 09/11 Carli Fulgham 09/29

September Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

 
Raymond & Barbara Hohlt 

57 years on the 9th 
 

Gary & Darlene Gansmann 
50 years on the 21st 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_The_Chosen_episodes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_The_Chosen_episodes
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MONTH ONLINE AVE. 
2024 

IN PERSON AVE. 
2024 

January 9 66 

February 10 63 

March 6 96 

April  5 56 

May 10 59 

June 5 72 

July 3 55 

August   

September   

October   

November   

December   

Christmas Eve   

Year-to-Date  6 66 

-  SUNDAY’S 

Pumpkin Dump Cake 

1 15 oz. can pumpkin 

1 10 oz. can evaporated milk 

3 eggs 

1 cup brown sugar 

3 tsp. pumpkin pie spice 

1 box yellow cake mix 

1 cup butter 

2 cups powdered sugar 

2 tbsp. milk 

1 tsp. vanilla 

 

Mix pumpkin, evap. milk, eggs, sugar and spice in a bowl. 

Pour into greased 9x13 pan. Sprinkle cake mix over the 

top. Pour melted butter over the cake mix. Bake at 350 

for 45-50 minutes. Mix powdered sugar, milk and vanilla. 

Pour over warm cake. Let cool and enjoy! 

2024
2024 2024 BUDGET 2023 2023

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2024 INCOME EXPENSE

January $39,247.55 $26,950.00 12,297.55$    22,006.00$    $19,575.07 $27,228.77
February $60,341.26 $19,664.53 40,676.73$    22,006.00$    $19,135.11 $29,700.64
March $27,123.69 $26,135.08 988.61$         22,006.00$    $17,094.66 $19,708.48

April $20,833.67 $29,548.51 (8,714.84)$     22,006.00$    $30,417.21 $28,239.45

May $17,110.13 $20,948.60 (3,838.47)$     22,006.00$    $15,956.14 $34,598.97

June $16,628.58 $21,505.87 (4,877.29)$     22,006.00$    $9,208.61 $16,591.59

July $31,436.95 $23,873.06 7,563.89$      22,006.00$    $23,961.75 $36,382.84

August -$                22,006.00$    $18,685.51 $15,040.61

September -$                22,006.00$    $17,977.92 $21,911.42

October -$                22,006.00$    $22,409.09 $24,934.93

November -$                22,006.00$    $28,167.36 $24,257.77

December -$                22,006.00$    $53,732.24 $23,060.70

TOTALS 212,721.83$  168,625.65$  44,096.18$    264,072.00$  276,320.67$  301,656.17$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version
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Council Meeting 
August 12, 2024  

ATTENDANCE:   Council members present were 
President Kurt Pellmann, Vice-President Annette 
Hund, Assistant Treasurer Barb Scharf, Secretary 

Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Sherry Wynn, Andrew Taake, Kurt 
Tegtmeier, Darren Doerr, Josh Seidlitz, Office Administrator Amanda 
Frierdich, and Rev. Jim Barnes, Evangelical Association National 
minister.  Kurt P. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., and Rev. 
Barnes gave an opening prayer.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s Report.    Amanda asked where she should credit a $4200 
grant we had received – Council recommended that it be included 
with offerings.  A motion was made by Andrew, and seconded by 
Josh to approve the Treasurer’s Report; motion carried.  Barb and 
Amanda will meet to discuss some certificates of deposits that are 
nearing maturity.  Amanda stated that the Civic Club had requested to 
rent the Fellowship Hall for their Breakfast with Santa.  A motion 
was made by Barb and seconded by Sherry to approve this request; 
motion carried.  Amanda also gave an update on the pre-school regis-
tration – we have seven children registered, and indications that two 
more will be attending.  The pre-school teacher wants to proceed with 
this enrollment; however, the pre-school aide may be leaving. 
 
BCE REPORT:  No report at this time.  
 
PASTORAL SEARCH PROCESS:  Rev. Jim Barnes explained that 
he meets with the leaders and/or the Search Committee.  He recom-
mends that we do not rush the process, and that we have an interim 
pastor.  He suggested that by January 1 we start to actively get ready 
for the interim, and a good resource would be to work with Interim 
Pastor Ministries (IPM). This is an organization that would meet with 
Zion and then look at who is available and would be a “good” fit to 
serve as an interim.  Zion then meets with this person and decides if 
that person will be the interim.  These pastors are at least 50 years 
old, and have been pastors for a number of years; their salary is com-
parable to the current pastor’s salary. IPM charges a fee for their ser-
vices based on average attendance.  Rev. Barnes advised Council to 
wait with forming a search committee until after the interim minister 
has started; he will also help guide the search committee.  He said to 
be sure to make the interim/new pastor aware of our beliefs:  infant 
baptism and having women in leadership roles. 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The June 10, 2024 minutes were 
amended.  A motion was made by Barb and seconded by Annette to 
approve the amended minutes; motion carried.  The July 8 minutes 
were reviewed by Council.  A motion was made by Andrew and se-
conded by Josh to approve the July minutes; motion carried. 
 
PASTOR'S REPORT:  Pastor Darrell had copies of his Pastor’s 
report available for Council review.  During late July and early Au-
gust he made nursing home and home visits, bringing communion.  
He also made four Bible studies at Garden Place and the Worship/
Communion service there on the second Thursday of the month.  He 
met with several EA ministers during July. He is leaning towards 
adding a Wednesday evening service, either from 6:30-7:00 or 7:00-
7:30.  A motion was made by Annette, and seconded by Josh to ap-
prove Pastor Darrell’s report; motion carried. 
 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  Pastor Darrell has updated the 
Welcome Wagon ad for the September mailing.  Betty will be con-
tacting Welcome Wagon concerning the list of newcomers. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Audit & Budget.  (Barb Scharf).  The mid-year audit committee, 

consisting of Mike Hund, Dave Harres and Joan Launius, did the audit 
on July 31, and have agreed to serve on the audit committee for the 
year-end audit, too.  Bill Albert, Rick Holmes and Nancy Glaeser will 
be assisting Barb with preparing the annual budget. 
 Long Range Ministry (Andrew Taake). No report at this time.  
Missions & Outreach.  (Betty Keller Timmer).  Amanda had distrib-
uted the 2024 mission report, which showed that we had received $816 
for Wycliffe Bible Translators, the July Mission, and $125 for the Sal-
vation Army/Ukraine last month.  The Mission Committee had received 
a request, and agreed to donate, to help Femme Osage Church with 
their fundraising effort to build a new bridge to their church – the old 
one had been washed away by the recent flooding.  Council agreed with 
the Missions Committee’s decision. 
Staff/Parish Relations.  (Darren Doerr).  Kurt P. said he had some-
one point out some cleaning that was needed in a Sunday School room. 
Property & Long Range. (Josh Seidlitz).    Warnecke Building Resto-
ration will do some tuck pointing repairs on the Educational Building.  
Kurt P. has found someone who will repair the plaster in the conference 
room once the Z-Team has approved the roof repair.  Mike Germann 
has put a new chimney cover on the parsonage chimney; he also no-
ticed a hole in the chimney, and his family will repair that.  Kurt P. 
thanked Kurt T. for fixing the back door handle.  Kurt T. asked about 
cleaning the carpeting, which had a water stain from the drinking foun-
tain leak last year, in the Riess Hall.  Josh and Andrew will be checking 
with potential carpet cleaners. 
Volunteer Ministries. (Sherry Wynn).  Sherry has recruited two new 
Council member for the next three-year term. 
Worship & Music.  (Annette Hund).  No Report at this time. 
Cemetery Board.  (Kurt Tegtmeier).  Two members of the Cemetery 
Board repaired a tombstone at the Freivogel Cemetery.  Andrew noted 
that some trees needed trimming at this cemetery. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Church-Wide BBQ.  After some discussion, Council decided to not 
have a BBQ fundraiser this year. 
Church Insurance Update.  Jarvis Electric had inspected the church 
and parsonage electrical systems as requested by the potential new in-
surance carrier.  We are waiting to hear from the insurance company 
for direction on what we need to do.  
Millstadt Library Play in the Zion Fellowship Hall.  Annette and 
Betty had attended the performance on August 10, and while the sub-
ject matter may not have been our preferred choice, the event seemed to 
be done well.  We will take a closer look at future requests for use of 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
New Dehumidifier for the Parsonage.  Council was informed that the 
parsonage dehumidifier was not working.  A motion was made by Barb 
and seconded by Sherry to purchase a new dehumidifier; motion car-
ried. 
Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business to be discussed, 
a motion was made by Annette, and seconded by Andrew to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:55p.m.  Motion carried.  Everyone joined hands to 
close with the Lord's Prayer.  
 
Kurt Pellmann – President Annette Hund – Vice-president 
Barb Scharf – Asst. Treasurer Betty Keller Timmer – Secretary  
 

For Whom the Bells Toll 
 

Pearl Griebel 
July 23, 2024 

 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord 
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Missions Article for September 
Thank you for your support of our July missionaries, the 

Jon & Carol Shaneyfelt family. They are members of the Wyc-
liffe Bible Translators (https://wycliffe.org), and are assigned 
to work at the JAARS (Jungle Aviation And Radio Services) 
Center (https://www.jaars.org) in Waxhaw, North Carolina. 
And for your support of our August mission, the Millstadt 
Senior Center. 

Our September mission is 99.1 JoyFM & 95.5 Boost 
(www.joyfmonline.org)  

99.1 JOY FM ISN’T YOUR TYPICAL RADIO STA-
TION. In 2001, JOY FM came on the air as a non-commercial, 
listener-supported station. This model relies fully on the gener-
ous, faithful support of our listeners and it ensures that the sta-
tion can never be sold. It also means that instead of listening to 
commercials, you get at least 55 minutes of music every hour. 
You’ll hear great music, of course. But you’ll also experience 
fun and meaningful conversations about real life. So, listen and 
find encouragement, purpose, and fun!  

MUSIC: FAITH: COMMUNITY: You’ll hear what’s new 
in Christian music from artists like Hillsong, Toby Mac, Lau-
ren Daigle, for King and Country, and many more. The right 
song at the right time. Experiencing God’s love and purpose in 
life is invigorating. It’s the core of who we are and what we do. 
You’re not alone. You’re part of a vibrant mission to love and 
serve the city in Jesus’ name. 

THE JOY FM MISSION: Desiring obedience above all, 
we will use Christian music as a means of encouraging believ-
ers, uniting the body of Christ, and sharing the clear, life-
changing message of Jesus with the world. 

95.5 BOOST RADIO: JOY FM launched BOOST in 2014 
as a way to reach people who may prefer pop and hip hop mu-
sic. Our community is diverse and this city needs different 
styles of music to be able to reach everyone! In 2021 God be-
gan to open doors, and we’ve seen cities across the nation, such 
as Chicago and Minneapolis, open their doors to have BOOST 
on a signal in their city! Your support not only funds the minis-
try happening in St. Louis but is beginning reaching a diverse 
community around the country!  

Bless you for partnering with those who share the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in word and deed. 

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

 When the heavy rains came, it brought a 
lot of work for the Z-Team. 
 
First we got a call that the church founda-

tion was leaking water into the basement.  The guys 
came and had to mop up water at a number of places. 
 
At the park, it washed gravel from to top of the stone 
bridge.  Then the high water in the creek moved the 
wooden bridge down the creek. This bridge is down in 
the back of the park.  It will have to be moved back. 
 
High winds took down a large tree branch. Thanks to 
Jim Bereitschaft for cutting it down.  The guys then 
cleaned it up. 
 
It was discovered that the water heater in the women’s 
restroom in the basement was leaking.  It has been re-
placed. 
 
A chimney cap was installed at the parsonage thanks to 
Chris French. Thanks to Darrell Doerr for fixing the 
riding mower at the church.  It is old and the hood fell 
off, but he fixed it and painted it.  Looks good now.  
Thanks Darrell! 
 
Darrell Doerr and Gary Helfrich installed peg board 
above the work bench in the park shed. Thanks guys! 
 
Gary Shondy 
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN SEPTEMBER 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST   
       
                                      Pray for strength and healing for the following: 
Steve & Gerry Albert, Brayden Baer, Arik Barnes, Linda Barth, Wanda Basse, Marilyn Beil, Roche Beine, Trish 
Bell, Cindy Bertelsmann, Roberta Billhartz, Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Bran-
denburger, Toby Brown, Jamie Case, Steve Crook, Colsen Davinroy, Roger Davis, Family of Maria DeJesus Mejia, 
Ann Dietrich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Linda Eurgil, Lynn Gass, Bren-
da Goudey, Mary (Boerke) Graham, Adalyn Harres, Carol & Jim Haury, Rich Heitz, Jack Higgins, Willie Holdener, 
Mary Hund, Daryl Jones, Gary & Sharon Jones, Steve Jones, Travis Jones, Joyce Kasper, Jeff Kistner, Scott 
(Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Tom & Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Connie Mack, Erin 
Mahoney, Dianne Mehrmann, Lance Morris, Anna Belle Muskopf, Dean Norrenbern, Andrea Nunnally, Karen 
O’Donnell, Jim O’Saben, Loraine Obst, Baby Ariela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s Sister), Janet Pauketat, 
Mary Lou Peter, Stephanie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, Lucille Reece, Dottie Rickard, Rich Riemann, Donna 
Ritson, Shelby Ruckreigel, Jim Savering’s Family (Bill Savering’s Cousin), Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron Schroeder, 
Jim Scott, Mitch Scott, Sheila Seagal, Janice Seidlitz, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mike Speichinger, Edgar Stall-
mann, Doris Steiger, Mary Stevenson, Steve Tade, Ray Teliczan, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Valen-
tine, Mark Vandermyde, Bill & Donna Ward, Andi Weber, Joan Wilkins, Jeffrey Willey, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, 
Bart & Kelley.  
 
 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY   Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Joe Morris, Kory Klein and 
Michael Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, 
Jason Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan 
Caswell serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Barbara Hohlt for more information (476-1750)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact Barbara Hohlt or the church office. 
 

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Barb Hohlt at barbhohlt@aol.com 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 

 
September      October 
pancake mix      cornbread mis 
syrup       stuffing mix 
jelly        cranberries 
sweet potatoes      pumpkin pie mix 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers.  Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause.  Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 

https://www.jaars.org

