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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Jodi Notter (25)     618-698-1890 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf. 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 

 
Thanksgiving Prayer for Children 

As we prepare for Thanksgiving, I was looking for prayer resources for children. I found this web-
site, https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Thanksgiving_Prayer_for_Children 

The following is by Lori Soard. 
Are you looking for a Thanksgiving prayer to share with your child? This special time of year 

is an excellent opportunity to teach children how to pray and remember all of their blessings. 
Every day, not just Thanksgiving, can be a day of thanking God for the blessings in your life. 

Although many of the unique prayers below focus on Thanksgiving, some can be used for everyday praying, too. 
General Prayer 

Dear God, Thank you for family. Thank you for friends. Thank you for each moment I play. Thank you for my happy world. And I 
will thank you every day. Amen. 
Author - Adrienne Warber 

Blessings Prayer 
Dear Lord, I thank you for the blessings in my life. I thank you for my family, especially for _________. I thank you for my home, A 
warm roof over my head, And plenty of food to eat. I thank you for all the things You give to me, Even the ones I haven't thought of. 
Thank you for my blessings, God. Amen. 

The Future 
Dear God, I thank you for the future you have promised to me. I thank you for wanting good for me and for watching over me. I  
thank you for Thanksgiving, when all of my family will arrive. I thank you for the food you'll bless us with, And for how lucky we are 
to get to celebrate with family and friends. I thank you for the good things to come. I love you. Amen. 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
God, Thank you for this dinner, And our family and friends so dear. We truly do appreciate all you do for us during this time of year. 
Thank you for the turkey, and the mashed potatoes, too. Thank you for your grace, And bless us in all we do. Amen. 

Family 
Lord, Please bless our family tree. Each branch is special to me. God, I thank you for those I love. And for all great gifts from above. 
Amen. 

Bless the Hands 
God, I thank you for today. I thank you for cousins with whom to play. I thank you for the food we eat. I thank you for all the tasty 
treats. Bless the hands that made this food. Thank you for everything because it's good. Amen. 

Sharing a prayer of thanksgiving with your child can make the holiday more meaningful and help you both think about this spe-
cial time of year. The best prayers are those that come from the heart and state what the child truly is thankful for. 

 
May the LORD bless you and keep you … (Numbers 6:24ff); 
Pastor Darrell 
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We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  

https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Thanksgiving_Prayer_for_Children
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Lay Liturgist Schedule for November 
 

Liturgist Schedule for November 
We have 14 liturgists who read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfinger,  

Annette Hund,  Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce Tastad,  
Richard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber. 

We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are interested, 
please contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up. 

The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below. 
Nov.  3 Joy Dormeier 618-401-3484 skyfarmjoy@gmail.com 
Nov 10 Dave Harres 618-806-9567 twigsharres@hotmail.com 
Nov 17 Tracy Holmes 618-791-5922 tlholmes1971@gmail.com 
Nov 24 Linda Hopfinger 618-406-0269 dlmshop@msn.com 

 
“Give Thanks” by Henry Smith (1978) 

Give thanks with a grateful heart,   Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because HE's given JESUS CHRIST, HIS SON 

(2 times) 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,”  Let the poor say, “I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

(2 times) 
Give Thanks. 

During Thanksgiving we usually focus on the physical blessings of life - of health, wealth, family, friends, etc. But the above song, written 
by Henry Smith, wasn’t written during a time in his life when he had these physical blessings that we often take for granted. 

The following is taken from the 2 webpages cited below. 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-give-thanks-with-a-grateful-heart 
Henry Smith composed the song during a time of unemployment, financial insecurity, and an uncertain future due to a degenerative visual 

impairment that would eventually lead to his becoming legally blind. No doubt he found strength in Paul’s words, “That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor 12:10, 
NIV). 

https://www.praisecharts.com/blog/the-story-behind-the-song-give-thanks/ 
Years later, a young worship leader named Don Moen would record Henry’s song, helping to carry it around the world. Today, you can 

hum “Give Thanks” at almost any church in the world, no matter the country or the language, and someone will recognize this simple song of 
thanksgiving and trust. 

Marjie has this plaque on our living room wall. This is a quote by Rick Warren. 

 
This song and plaque is a reminder to Praise, Seek, Worship, Trust and Thank the LORD God at all times. May we all do so!!! 
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Sisters in Faith 
Meeting  October 2, 2024 

There were eighteen ladies and Pastor Dar-
rell in attendance.  Pastor blessed the 
meal.  Connie DeRousse and Mary Agnes 
Schlather prepared and served roast chick-

en, stuffing, rolls, and vegetables.  Delicious.  
Kay Mehrtens read the devotional regarding connections with God 
and others.  
Pastor gave his report:  
The first Wednesday evening worship service drew eighteen mem-
bers.  Beginning October 2nd through October 11th Zion will take 
part in 10 days of prayer.  Each evening at 7:05 p.m. Pastor will lead 
members in prayer which coincides with the Jewish calendar begin-
ning October 2nd as Day of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah) and October 
11th is Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).  Another movie night fea-
turing the series “The Chosen” will be held on Friday, October 
11th.  Operation Christmas Child will kick off on October 13th.  Oc-
tober 20th will be our Polka Sunday Service.  Also, that same day we 
will be entertained at church park with Jam in the Park from 2 – 4 
p.m.  The annual All Hallows Eve celebration will be on Oct. 31st in 
Reiss Hall.  We usually entertain about two hundred area children and 
their parents on this evening.  Help will be needed to bag candy, dec-
orate, and help on that evening.  November 9th is our Wurstmarkt 
3:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Dine in or carry out.  Please sign up to help.  On 
Sunday, November 10th the VFW will have a celebration of Veterans 
at Zion.  After our church service we will hold the Fall Congregation-
al Meeting.  Please plan to attend.  
Prayers – Our list remains long for those in need of prayer.  All vic-
tims of Hurricane Helene. Caleb Kish – suffered a concussion but is 
doing well.  Jenny Gillette, a friend of Linda Hopfinger has been di-
agnosed with cancer.  Pray for her treatment and healing. Debbie 
Merglekamp had liver and kidney transplants and still is struggling to 
heal.  Pray for the family of Richard Madden, Kathi Trent’s brother 
who recently passed away.  Kathi & Rich Trent’s granddaughter, Ka-
leigh Trent is continuing to heal from her wounds after she was shot 
by a former boyfriend.  Jessi Doerr received good news that no can-
cer has been detected in her test results.  They are leaning toward 
Lupus or an autoimmune disease. Sam Kaminski, Annette Hund’s 
grandson, had his leg broken in a sports accident.  Kurt Tegtmeier has 
COVID and is struggling to heal.  Barb Hohlt had a bad fall at home 
and is in a great deal of pain.  Mary Lou Peter’s daughter, Susan Dra-
peau, will have hip surgery.  Charlotte Mehrtens’ great niece, Ariela 
Oliver will have her 18th surgery to correct hip issues from 
birth.  Also, Charlotte’s great nephew, Levi Boyle, born blind in one 
eye and suspected to be blind in his other eye, received encouraging 
news that there may be some sight in that eye.  We continue to pray 
for Adalyn Harres as she receives therapies to help strengthen her 
muscles so she can be more independently mobile.  Reverend Jeffrey 
Willey is struggling with cancer treatments that leave him very 
weak.  He has done wonderful work in his ministry to draw people of 
faith to his church.  Gary Shondy will have surgery on his toe on Oc-
tober 18th to remove some infected bones.  He will be in a boot for 3-
6 months.  Debbie Helfrich will have surgery to replace her pacemak-
er and leads.  Joyce Tastad is having hip replacement surgery.  Connie 
DeRousse aske for prayers for her stepson, Jordan.  
Linda Hopfinger read the minutes from the September 5th meeting, 
and they were approved.  Carol Harres was not in attendance and 
Linda gave the Treasurer’s report.  Final numbers from the Septem-
ber bank statement were unavailable.  Carol will update at the No-
vember meeting.  
Committees  
Kitchen – Ginger has been ordering supplies for Wurstmarkt.  Aman-
da will make signup sheets for workers.  We need to advertise 
soon.  A list of members who will bring pies was passed 

around.  There will also be a list at both entrances in the sanctuary for 
church members to sign up to work and/or bring pies.  
Bereavement – No report  
Cre8tive Souls – No report  
Ushers – Mary Lou will be asking for volunteers to collect the offering 
on the 4th Sunday of this month.  
Old Business  
Thank you to Connie and Mary Agnes for the delicious lunch to-
day.  Next month Annette Hund and Ann Dietrich will serve lunch.  
Padded folding chairs have finally arrived.  We purchased twenty-four 
and they are nice.  A motion was made by Mary Agnes Schlather to 
purchase an additional forty-eight chairs.  Carol Albert seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.  Linda requested that the purchase be 
made through the church account, and we will reimburse the amount 
spent.  
New Business  
Charlotte asked the members for theme ideas for our 2025 Spring 
Luncheon.  Ideas so far are as follows:  Sugar Shack, Flamingos, Pup-
py Love, May Flowers, and She Shed.  Discussion followed and since 
we had quite a few members not in attendance, we decided to take a 
vote at the November meeting.  There may be other ideas and discus-
sion.  
Pastor announced that the Evangelical Association will have their 
Spring Gathering here, at Zion.  The date is March 22, 2025.  Sisters in 
Faith has volunteered to serve breakfast and lunch to the attendees that 
day.  More information to follow.  
It was also recommended that we contribute additional funds to our 
existing certificate of deposit when it is renewed in November.  
Charlotte made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and the motion was 
seconded by Ann Dietrich.  Motion carried.  We closed with our song.  
Respectfully submitted,  
Linda Hopfinger  
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The Evangelical Catechism 
Traditional Orthodox Edition of 1896 

I am continuing the series of articles on the 
1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism, 
republished in modern English by the 
Evangelical Association in 2018. This arti-
cle covers the 24th of 52 weeks in the cate-
chism. This section covers the Apostles’ 
Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. 
Week 24 is composed of questions 62 

through 64: 
62. What is the principal creature on earth? 

The principal creature on earth is man, created in 
the image of God, so that he might know God and 
live in blessed communion with Him.   Gen. 1:27;  
Gen. 1:31 

63. Did man remain in this blessed state? 
No; our first parents were by Satan led astray from 
God.   Gen. 3. 

64. What were the sad consequences of this fall of 
man? 
Man lost the image of God, came under the power 
of Satan, sin and death, and this corruption is 
transmitted from Adam upon all mankind.   Rom. 
5:12;  1 John 3:8;   Gen. 2:17;   Rom. 7:14;   Gen. 
3:17-19 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday Night Worship Services 
Wednesday night Worship services are from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

We sing, pray, and hear a brief message from Scripture. The songs, 
prayers and Scriptures are all displayed on the video screen in the 
sanctuary. The message is different than given at the Sunday Wor-
ship Service. 

This service is especially meant for our younger families who 
experience conflicts with Sunday morning Worship due to sports, 
travel, etc., but all are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

We have had a great start to the Wednesday night Worship Ser-
vices – 18 in attendance on Oct. 2, 17 on Oct. 9, and 31 on Oct. 16. 

Please join us and invite your family and friends to Worship the 
LORD (Psalm 96:9). 

 
 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends on 
Nov. 3 

Reminder – daylight savings time 
ends early Sunday morning, Novem-
ber 3. So set your clocks back one (1) 
hour before going to bed on Saturday 

night, November 2. If you forget, don’t worry; you will arrive at 
Worship or Sunday School an hour early on Sunday morning!  
 

Community Veteran’s Day Service, 
Nov. 10 

There will be a special community 
Veteran’s Day Service, here at Zion, 
on Sunday, Nov. 10, during Worship.  
The Millstadt VFW will present and 
post the colors prior to the beginning 
of worship and retire the colors at the 

close of worship.  In addition, the theme of our worship will honor and 
remember those who have served and those who are currently serving 
in the Armed Forces of the United States of America. 

 
 

Fall Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Nov. 10 
We will gather together for our Fall Congrega-

tional meeting following the Worship Service 
(11:15 a.m.) on Sunday, November 10.  

The following items are on the agenda: 
1.  Update on the Current & Long-Range 

Plan to renovate our Church facilities 
2.  Z-Team Report 
3.  Election of Church Leaders (3 for the Church Council and 

1 for the Christian Education Board) for the 2025-2027 
term 

Council nominations are:   Stacie Grootenboer,   
Gabby Holmes,   TBA 
CE Board nomination is:   TBA 

4.  Approval of the 2025 Budget (which is included in this 
Newsletter). 

5. Old Business 
6. New Business 

Please plan on participating in this meeting, which will set the 
future direction of Christ’s ministry in and through our Church. 

 

 
“Chosen” Movie Night, Nov. 15 

“Chosen” Friday movie night will be November 15. We meet at 
7:00 p.m. downstairs in Fellowship Hall. We will have popcorn and 
ask you to bring a snack and something to drink to share. We will be 
viewing and discussing (the pros and cons) of “The Chosen” Season 1, 
Episode 4 titled “The Rock on Which it is Built,” and Episode 5 titled 
“The Wedding Gift.” 

This is a wonderful opportunity to reach out to your non-active 
Zion family and non-Zion friends. Invite them to join you as we dis-
cover what it means to be chosen by Jesus. 

You can go to the following webpage for more info about each 
season and episode:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_The_Chosen_episodes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_The_Chosen_episodes
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Totenfest - Christian Memorial Service, Nov. 17 

Totenfest, the Christian Memorial Service, will be held on Sunday, November 17. We will turn to the Words of Comfort found in 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

Totenfest gives us the opportunity to meditate on our loved ones who passed away in the last year. We can rejoice that we shared in their 
lives. We can mourn this present time of separation. And we can praise God for the victory of Jesus’ resurrection (1 Cor. 15:54b, “Death has 
been swallowed up in victory,”), and through Him, our own coming resurrection (1 Cor. 15:57, “Thanks be to God who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”) This year we remember: 
Member Age Born Died 
Doris Frieda Edna (Schlueter) Obernagel* 91 09/30/1932 01/12/2024 
Robert "Bob" Lee Arthur Stumpf 91 09/17/1932 02/01/2024 
Lucille Marie Louisa (Stumpf) Schewe 101 12/07/1922 02/16/2024 
Frederick "Fritz" Eugene Fritzinger* 94 12/09/1929 05/06/2024 
Arlene Mary (Thomas) Dohrman 86 09/08/1937 05/11/2024 
Betty D. (George) Baltz 99 01/14/1925 05/27/2024 
Pearl A. (Kissel) Griebel 95 02/27/1929 07/23/2024 
Loraine H. (Schrader) Obst 87 03/17/1937 08/31/2024 
*Non-Members 
  If you are aware of a member who has died but is not listed above, please contact our church office so that we can correct our oversight 
and properly remember them. 

 
 

Thanksgiving Service, Nov. 24 
Our Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, November 24, at the morning Worship time of 10:15 a.m. 
We will hear the message of Psalm 107 (in particular verses 1-9 and 35-43). Our message will be “How Could 
the Pilgrims Thank God.”  
We will focus on the harvest and will sing hymns of the harvest as well: “Bringing in the Sheaves,” “Come, 
Ye Thankful People, Come,” “We Gather Together,” “Now Thank We all Our God,” and “For the Beauty of 
the Earth.” 
Join with us to lift up thanksgiving to the LORD God Almighty. Invite your family and friends, especially 
those who have travelled to visit with you this Thanksgiving season. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hanging of the Greens, Nov. 26 
The Advent Season (the 4 Sundays prior to Christmas) begins on Sunday, December 1. We will be hanging the Greens on Tuesday, No-

vember 26. In the morning, the Z-Team will bring decorations up from storage in the basement. At 10:00 a.m. the retirees and anyone else 
who can help (women and men) will decorate the sanctuary except for the tree. We can put the tree base (big box) in place, move the piano, 
hang garland, etc. And in the evening (7:00 p.m.) we will decorate the tree and whatever else needs to be done. 
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Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Garden Place at Millstadt 

Marianne Baltz 
Marilyn Beil 

Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 
Karen Quirin 

Dottie Rickard 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
The Villas of Holly Brook 

Don Mueller 
 

 
American red cross 

Blood Drive 
2024/2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
 

VFW 
November 13, 2024 
November 12, 2025 

 
St. James 

January 8, 2025 
March 19, 2025 

May 21, 2025 
July 16, 2025 

September 10, 2025 
 

To schedule an appointment 
1-800-733-2767 or 

visit RedCrossBlood.org  
Bring Photo ID 

Marcia Twellman 11/06 Leonard Bueckman 11/23

Emily Twellman 11/07 Carol Bueckman 11/24

Randall Eckert 11/07 Robert Wolfmeier 11/24

Deanna Middaugh 11/08 Janet Pauketat 11/24

Jonathon Powles 11/08 Linda Pistor 11/27

Cari Mahoney 11/13 Daniel Doerr 11/27

Earl Mehrtens 11/16 Erica Gruenewald 11/27

Todd Seibert 11/17 Kathleen Hankammer 11/28

Ryan Kochmann 11/19 Josephina Riemann 11/29

Trevor Seibert 11/21 Jessica Doerr 11/29
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MONTH ONLINE AVE. 
2024 

IN PERSON AVE. 
2024 

January 9 66 

February 10 63 

March 6 96 

April  5 56 

May 10 59 

June 5 72 

July 3 55 

August 7 60 

September 4 61 

October   

November   

December   

Christmas Eve   

Year-to-Date  6 65 

-  SUNDAY’S 

Slow Cooker Turkey Breast 
 

 
1 6-pound bone-in turkey breast 
1 oz. envelope dry onion soup mix 
 
 
 
Rinse turkey breast and pat dry. Cut off any excess 
skin, but leave the skin covering the breast. Rub the 
onion soup mix all over the outside of the turkey and 
under the skin. Place in a slow cooker. Cover and cook 
on high for 1 hour; then set to low and cook for 7 
hours. An instant read thermometer should read 165 
degrees. Serve with grave. Enjoy! 

2024
2024 2024 BUDGET 2023 2023

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2024 INCOME EXPENSE

January $39,247.55 $26,950.00 12,297.55$    22,006.00$    $19,575.07 $27,228.77
February $60,341.26 $19,664.53 40,676.73$    22,006.00$    $19,135.11 $29,700.64
March $27,123.69 $26,135.08 988.61$         22,006.00$    $17,094.66 $19,708.48
April $20,833.67 $29,548.51 (8,714.84)$     22,006.00$    $30,417.21 $28,239.45
May $17,110.13 $20,948.60 (3,838.47)$     22,006.00$    $15,956.14 $34,598.97
June $16,628.58 $21,505.87 (4,877.29)$     22,006.00$    $9,208.61 $16,591.59
July $31,436.95 $23,873.06 7,563.89$      22,006.00$    $23,961.75 $36,382.84
August $30,508.78 $17,361.46 13,147.32$    22,006.00$    $18,685.51 $15,040.61
September $20,630.76 $21,920.10 (1,289.34)$     22,006.00$    $17,977.92 $21,911.42
October -$                22,006.00$    $22,409.09 $24,934.93
November -$                22,006.00$    $28,167.36 $24,257.77
December -$                22,006.00$    $53,732.24 $23,060.70

TOTALS 263,861.37$  207,907.21$  55,954.16$    264,072.00$  276,320.67$  301,656.17$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version
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Council Meeting 
October 14, 2024 

 
 

ATTENDANCE:   Council members present were 
President Kurt Pellmann, Sherry Wynn, Kurt Tegtmeier, Joshua Seid-
litz, Darren Doerr, Andrew Taake, Vice-President Annette Hund, 
Secretary Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Assistant Treasurer Barb Scharf, 
Office Administrator Amanda Frierdich, Pastor Darrell Weber, Les 
Mehrtens and Bill Albert.  Kurt P. called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m., and Pastor Darrell gave an opening prayer.  
CHURCH INSURANCE:  Les Mehrtens presented information on 
the potential new insurance policies.  He has been in contact with 
Brotherhood Mutual and Erie Insurance, and he distributed an analy-
sis of their policies along with our current policy through Church Mu-
tual, which has chosen to not renew our policy.  Erie’s total premium 
for general insurance, workers’ compensation and the business um-
brella is $19,619.00.  The coverage is very similar to our current poli-
cy.  They also offer a discount of $1,207.00 for paying the premium 
in full.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Barb and se-
conded by Sherry to accept the bid from Erie Insurance; motion car-
ried.  Les commended Amanda for her help, and also Mike Germann, 
Gary Hammel and Marvin Albert for making a needed change to an 
electric panel that contained a Federal Pacific breaker – this was a 
requirement from Erie Insurance. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s Report.  Barb and Amanda have started five new certifi-
cates of deposit:  $10,000 for the Elevator Fund, $35,000 for the Fu-
ture Park Projects, $15,000 for the Irma Hecke Investment, $5,000 for 
the Music Investment and $3,000 for the Stain Glass Window Invest-
ment. Overall, the Church finances are doing well.   A motion was 
made by Andrew, and seconded by Josh to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report; motion carried. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The September 9, 2024 minutes were 
reviewed by Council.  A motion was made by Sherry and seconded 
by Barb to approve the minutes; motion carried.   
BCE REPORT:  The BCE did not meet during September. 
PASTOR'S REPORT:  Pastor Darrell had sent the report of his ac-
tivities for the previous month to Council members.  Our preschool 
has nine children enrolled for this school year.  The movie night on 
September 27 to view The Chosen  only had four attendees, and six 
people attended the October 11 movie night.  The Wednesday even-
ing services have had 18 and 17 attendees for the first two weeks.  
Pastor will start a Council Study, titled “Your Job as a Church Of-
ficer” in January.  He is also planning a study for the Council and 
Search Committee on our Evangelical and Reformed Heritage, Faith 
and Practices in order to keep Zion on track for years to come.  A 
motion was made by Barb, and seconded by Sherry to accept Pastor’s 
Report; motion carried. 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  Pastor Darrell is continuing to 
contact young families for the Wednesday service.  We are currently 
averaging eight children for Sunday School each week. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Audit & Budget.  (Barb Scharf).  Barb presented copies of the 
Budget Committee’s proposed budget for 2025.  After some discus-
sion, a motion was made by Annette, and seconded by Sherry to ac-
cept the budget with the changes discussed concerning insurance; 
motion carried. 
 Long Range Ministry (Andrew Taake). The September Jam in the 
Park was postponed because of rain, and has been rescheduled for 
Sunday October 20 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  Council will serve ice 
cream.  Dale Gruenewald is recruiting musicians. 
Missions & Outreach.  (Betty Keller Timmer).  Amanda had dis-
tributed the 2024 mission report, which showed that we had received 
$50 for the Millstadt Senior Center, $491.50 for JOY 99.1 FM, and 

$175 for the Salvation Army/Ukraine during September.  We sent a 
$500 donation from the Deacons’ Fund to a local family with an ill 
child. 
Staff/Parish Relations.  (Darren Doerr).  A reminder was mentioned 
that if anyone in the congregation notices something needing the custo-
dian’s attention or if they have a suggestion, to please let a Council 
member know. 
Property & Long Range. (Josh Seidlitz).   Warnecke Building Resto-
ration had done some tuck pointing repairs on the Education Building 
where they thought was the cause of the water leak.  However, Shay 
Roofing checked the roof and found the problem, which they fixed, 
under warranty.  Kurt P. will contact the person he knows for the plas-
ter repairs in the conference room.  We had received two bids for carpet 
cleaning, especially from the water leak by the water fountain, in Riess 
Hall.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Barb, and second-
ed by Josh to accept the bid from Rug Buster of $225 to clean the car-
pet in Riess Hall from the water fountain to the pre-school room; mo-
tion carried. 
Volunteer Ministries. (Sherry Wynn).  Sherry is still looking for an-
other Council member for the next term.  Pastor Darrell suggested that 
since our weekly worship attendance has gotten smaller, we may con-
sider reducing the number of Council members from nine to six. 
Worship & Music.  (Annette Hund).  No report at this time. 
Cemetery Board.  (Kurt Tegtmeier).  Andrew plans to mow each 
cemetery one more time for this season. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Wurstmarkt:  Mary Lou Peter has given the previous workers’ list to 
Barb, and most positions have been filled.  However, we are still need-
ing two more volunteers for the steam table. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
EA Regional Meeting at Zion on Saturday March 22, 2025.  EA 
National Pastor Jim Barnes has contacted Zion to host the EA Regional 
meeting, scheduled for Saturday March 22, 2025.  Approximately 60-
70 people attended the first regional meeting this past April at Femme 
Osage Church.  Pastor Darrell has contacted the Sisters-in-Faith for 
their help – they would serve breakfast and lunch.  A motion was made 
by Josh, and seconded by Annette to host the EA Regional Meeting on 
March 22, 2025; motion carried. 
Trivia Night.  Betty will contact St. James Church to reserve a date for 
the 2025 trivia night. 
Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business to be discussed, 
a motion was made by Andrew, and seconded by Sherry b to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  Motion carried.  Everyone joined hands to 
close with the Lord's Prayer.  
 
Kurt Pellmann – President  
Annette Hund – Vice-president 
Barb Scharf – Assistant Treasurer  
Betty Ann Keller Timmer – Secretary  
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Missions Article for November 
We kicked off Operation Christmas Child (OCC) shoebox 

mission on Sunday, October 13. We will then have a special “In-
Gathering Service” for the OCC mission on Sunday, November 3. 
The shoeboxes will be delivered to St. Matthew Methodist Church in 
Belleville, which is an area OCC collection church, by Thursday, 
November 7. 

More info about OCC can be found online at: https://
www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/.  

The mission for the month of November is the Food Pantry. We 
always appreciate your contributions of food and household supplies 
that you place in the container in the front of the church each month, 
but also during November we hope that many of our members will 
contribute cash offerings to help with the additional food items need-
ed for baskets that will be distributed at Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Meat items and perishable items can be purchased with these contri-
butions. Please be generous so that the less fortunate can enjoy the 
holidays.  

Bless you for your help with our mission projects!  
 
 

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

 
The guys continue to repair broken tomb-
stones and pour concrete footings at the  
cemetery. 

 
The riding mower at church was in need of repair.  We 
had to change some pulleys. 
 
An old tree was blown down during high winds at the 
park.  They guys cut it up and cleaned up the mess. 
 
A new electric panel was installed to replace the old 
one to mee the building code in the church.  After 1 1/2 
days, the guys had it completed. 
 
The clean boiler room passed inspection. 
 
Gary Shondy 

November Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

 
Bill and Ginger Bourn 

54 years on the 3rd 

 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BOOK BAZAAR 

2025 
 

Collection of books began Tuesday, August 13th 
and will continue to December 10th. It will start 
back up on Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 7th 
through March 14, 2025. 
 
Please drop off books at the Hospital Warehouse 
or you may bring them to church and arrange-
ments will be made for pickup.  Please, NO ency-
clopedias. Thank you! 

 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you for your generous donation of $500. 
We thank the Lord for you and people like you 
who have graciously contributed to our Bridge 
Rebuilding Fund. We are confident that because 
of the prayers and financial support from you, 
and others like you, the bridge to our historical 
church will be rebuilt. 
As we have quickly learned, this project will 
take a very long time to complete. Therefore, we 
are posting updates on our website 
(www.FemmeOsageUCC.org) as we progress. 
Please refer to the “Bridge Rebuild” tab on the 
main page. 
With gratitude, 
Mrs. Brenda Nadler 
Femme Osage Church Council Treasurer 

!
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN NOVEMBER 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST����!
����! ! ! ��!
! ! �������������������������������������������������������������������������3�U�D�\���I�R�U���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���D�Q�G���K�H�D�O�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��!
Steve & Gerry Albert, Brayden Baer, Arik Barnes, Jim Barnes, Linda Barth, Wanda Basse, Marilyn Beil, Trish Bell, 
Bekah Benson, Cindy Bertelsmann, Roberta Billhartz, Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, 
Shirley Brandenburger, Dan Brandmeyer, Eileen Brovan, Toby Brown, Jamie Case, Patty Crook, Steve Crook, Su-
san Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Roger Davis, Family of Maria DeJesus Mejia, Ann Dietrich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill 
Ditch, Jessi Doerr, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Don Elden, Mark Emring, Susan Fogarty, Ruth Fritzinger, Margaret 
Garner, Lynn Gass, Brenda Goudey, Mary (Boerke) Graham, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn Harres, Kristin Harres & Baby, 
Carol & Jim Haury, Jack Higgins, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Daryl Jones, Gary & Sharon Jones, Steve Jones, 
Travis Jones, Samuel Kaminski, Joyce Kasper, Chris Keck, Melanie Keck, Sandy Kirkpatrick, Caleb Kish, Jeff Kist-
ner, Scott (Barbara Knoth�¶s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kraemer, Tom & Renee Kreher, Kathy Ku-
ehner, Carolyn Lantry, Connie Mack, Erin Mahoney, Wyatt McGaw, Lance Morris, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob Nel-
son, Dean Norrenbern, Andrea Nunnally, Margie O�¶Saben, Baby Ariela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones�¶s Sister), 
Janet Pauketat, Dale Pellmann, Stephanie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, Dottie Rickard, Rich Riemann, Donna 
Ritson, Shelby Ruckreigel, Jim Savering�¶s Family (Bill Savering�¶s Cousin), Jeanie Schmidt, Chris Schmitz, Jan & 
Cindy Schneider, Ron Schroeder, Jim Scott, Mitch Scott, Sheila Seagal, Gary Shondy, Wanda Sins, Nancy Smith, 
Shelly Smith, Mike Speichinger, Mary Stevenson, Steve Tade, Joyce Tastad, Kurt Tegtmeier, Ray Teliczan, Rhon-
da Thompson, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Valentine, Mark Vandermyde, Jason Walker, Bill & Donna 
Ward, Andi Weber, Corinne Weber, Jake Weber, Milton Weber, Calvin Weldele, Joan Wilkins, Jeffrey Willey, Jim 
Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Landon Woods, Bart & Kelley.  
 
 
!

SERVING OUR COUNTRY   Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael 
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason 
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell 
serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.–������������p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Barbara Hohlt for more information (476-1750)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.  

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com. 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
November      December 
chicken broth      canned meat 
cake mixes/frosting     pasta side dishes 
Hamburger Helper     pickles 
        peanut butter 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers.  Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause.  Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 
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that you place in the container in the front of the church each month, 
but also during November we hope that many of our members will 
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2025 
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MONTH ONLINE AVE. 
2024 

IN PERSON AVE. 
2024 

January 9 66 

February 10 63 

March 6 96 

April  5 56 

May 10 59 

June 5 72 

July 3 55 

August 7 60 

September 4 61 

October   

November   

December   

Christmas Eve   

Year-to-Date  6 65 
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2024
2024 2024 BUDGET 2023 2023

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2024 INCOME EXPENSE

January $39,247.55 $26,950.00 12,297.55$    22,006.00$    $19,575.07 $27,228.77
February $60,341.26 $19,664.53 40,676.73$    22,006.00$    $19,135.11 $29,700.64
March $27,123.69 $26,135.08 988.61$         22,006.00$    $17,094.66 $19,708.48
April $20,833.67 $29,548.51 (8,714.84)$     22,006.00$    $30,417.21 $28,239.45
May $17,110.13 $20,948.60 (3,838.47)$     22,006.00$    $15,956.14 $34,598.97
June $16,628.58 $21,505.87 (4,877.29)$     22,006.00$    $9,208.61 $16,591.59
July $31,436.95 $23,873.06 7,563.89$      22,006.00$    $23,961.75 $36,382.84
August $30,508.78 $17,361.46 13,147.32$    22,006.00$    $18,685.51 $15,040.61
September $20,630.76 $21,920.10 (1,289.34)$     22,006.00$    $17,977.92 $21,911.42
October -$                22,006.00$    $22,409.09 $24,934.93
November -$                22,006.00$    $28,167.36 $24,257.77
December -$                22,006.00$    $53,732.24 $23,060.70

TOTALS 263,861.37$  207,907.21$  55,954.16$    264,072.00$  276,320.67$  301,656.17$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version
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Council Meeting 
October 14, 2024 

 
 

ATTENDANCE:   Council members present were 
President Kurt Pellmann, Sherry Wynn, Kurt Tegtmeier, Joshua Seid-
litz, Darren Doerr, Andrew Taake, Vice-President Annette Hund, 
Secretary Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Assistant Treasurer Barb Scharf, 
Office Administrator Amanda Frierdich, Pastor Darrell Weber, Les 
Mehrtens and Bill Albert.  Kurt P. called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m., and Pastor Darrell gave an opening prayer.  
CHURCH INSURANCE:  Les Mehrtens presented information on 
the potential new insurance policies.  He has been in contact with 
Brotherhood Mutual and Erie Insurance, and he distributed an analy-
sis of their policies along with our current policy through Church Mu-
tual, which has chosen to not renew our policy.  Erie’s total premium 
for general insurance, workers’ compensation and the business um-
brella is $19,619.00.  The coverage is very similar to our current poli-
cy.  They also offer a discount of $1,207.00 for paying the premium 
in full.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Barb and se-
conded by Sherry to accept the bid from Erie Insurance; motion car-
ried.  Les commended Amanda for her help, and also Mike Germann, 
Gary Hammel and Marvin Albert for making a needed change to an 
electric panel that contained a Federal Pacific breaker – this was a 
requirement from Erie Insurance. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s Report.  Barb and Amanda have started five new certifi-
cates of deposit:  $10,000 for the Elevator Fund, $35,000 for the Fu-
ture Park Projects, $15,000 for the Irma Hecke Investment, $5,000 for 
the Music Investment and $3,000 for the Stain Glass Window Invest-
ment. Overall, the Church finances are doing well.   A motion was 
made by Andrew, and seconded by Josh to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report; motion carried. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The September 9, 2024 minutes were 
reviewed by Council.  A motion was made by Sherry and seconded 
by Barb to approve the minutes; motion carried.   
BCE REPORT:  The BCE did not meet during September. 
PASTOR'S REPORT:  Pastor Darrell had sent the report of his ac-
tivities for the previous month to Council members.  Our preschool 
has nine children enrolled for this school year.  The movie night on 
September 27 to view The Chosen  only had four attendees, and six 
people attended the October 11 movie night.  The Wednesday even-
ing services have had 18 and 17 attendees for the first two weeks.  
Pastor will start a Council Study, titled “Your Job as a Church Of-
ficer” in January.  He is also planning a study for the Council and 
Search Committee on our Evangelical and Reformed Heritage, Faith 
and Practices in order to keep Zion on track for years to come.  A 
motion was made by Barb, and seconded by Sherry to accept Pastor’s 
Report; motion carried. 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  Pastor Darrell is continuing to 
contact young families for the Wednesday service.  We are currently 
averaging eight children for Sunday School each week. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Audit & Budget.  (Barb Scharf).  Barb presented copies of the 
Budget Committee’s proposed budget for 2025.  After some discus-
sion, a motion was made by Annette, and seconded by Sherry to ac-
cept the budget with the changes discussed concerning insurance; 
motion carried. 
 Long Range Ministry (Andrew Taake). The September Jam in the 
Park was postponed because of rain, and has been rescheduled for 
Sunday October 20 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  Council will serve ice 
cream.  Dale Gruenewald is recruiting musicians. 
Missions & Outreach.  (Betty Keller Timmer).  Amanda had dis-
tributed the 2024 mission report, which showed that we had received 
$50 for the Millstadt Senior Center, $491.50 for JOY 99.1 FM, and 

$175 for the Salvation Army/Ukraine during September.  We sent a 
$500 donation from the Deacons’ Fund to a local family with an ill 
child. 
Staff/Parish Relations.  (Darren Doerr).  A reminder was mentioned 
that if anyone in the congregation notices something needing the custo-
dian’s attention or if they have a suggestion, to please let a Council 
member know. 
Property & Long Range. (Josh Seidlitz).   Warnecke Building Resto-
ration had done some tuck pointing repairs on the Education Building 
where they thought was the cause of the water leak.  However, Shay 
Roofing checked the roof and found the problem, which they fixed, 
under warranty.  Kurt P. will contact the person he knows for the plas-
ter repairs in the conference room.  We had received two bids for carpet 
cleaning, especially from the water leak by the water fountain, in Riess 
Hall.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Barb, and second-
ed by Josh to accept the bid from Rug Buster of $225 to clean the car-
pet in Riess Hall from the water fountain to the pre-school room; mo-
tion carried. 
Volunteer Ministries. (Sherry Wynn).  Sherry is still looking for an-
other Council member for the next term.  Pastor Darrell suggested that 
since our weekly worship attendance has gotten smaller, we may con-
sider reducing the number of Council members from nine to six. 
Worship & Music.  (Annette Hund).  No report at this time. 
Cemetery Board.  (Kurt Tegtmeier).  Andrew plans to mow each 
cemetery one more time for this season. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Wurstmarkt:  Mary Lou Peter has given the previous workers’ list to 
Barb, and most positions have been filled.  However, we are still need-
ing two more volunteers for the steam table. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
EA Regional Meeting at Zion on Saturday March 22, 2025.  EA 
National Pastor Jim Barnes has contacted Zion to host the EA Regional 
meeting, scheduled for Saturday March 22, 2025.  Approximately 60-
70 people attended the first regional meeting this past April at Femme 
Osage Church.  Pastor Darrell has contacted the Sisters-in-Faith for 
their help – they would serve breakfast and lunch.  A motion was made 
by Josh, and seconded by Annette to host the EA Regional Meeting on 
March 22, 2025; motion carried. 
Trivia Night.  Betty will contact St. James Church to reserve a date for 
the 2025 trivia night. 
Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business to be discussed, 
a motion was made by Andrew, and seconded by Sherry b to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  Motion carried.  Everyone joined hands to 
close with the Lord's Prayer.  
 
Kurt Pellmann – President  
Annette Hund – Vice-president 
Barb Scharf – Assistant Treasurer  
Betty Ann Keller Timmer – Secretary  



 

 - 4 - 

 

 
Totenfest - Christian Memorial Service, Nov. 17 

Totenfest, the Christian Memorial Service, will be held on Sunday, November 17. We will turn to the Words of Comfort found in 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

Totenfest gives us the opportunity to meditate on our loved ones who passed away in the last year. We can rejoice that we shared in their 
lives. We can mourn this present time of separation. And we can praise God for the victory of Jesus’ resurrection (1 Cor. 15:54b, “Death has 
been swallowed up in victory,”), and through Him, our own coming resurrection (1 Cor. 15:57, “Thanks be to God who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”) This year we remember: 
!"#$"% & '(" & )*%+ & ,-". &
,*%-/&0%-".1&2.+1&345678"9"%:&;$"%+1("7< & =>& ?=@A?@>=AB& ?>@>B@B?BC&
D*$"%9&E)*$E&F""&'%968%&498#GH & =>& ?=@>I@>=AB& ?B@?>@B?BC&
F85-77"&!1%-"&F*8-/1&3498#GH:&456"J" & >?>& >B@?I@>=BB& ?B@>K@B?BC&
0%"."%-5L&E0%-9ME&28("+"&0%-9M-+("%< & =C& >B@?=@>=B=& ?N@?K@B?BC&
'%7"+"&!1%O&3P6*#1/:&,*6%#1+ & QK& ?=@?Q@>=AI& ?N@>>@B?BC&
)"99O&,R&3S"*%(":&)179M & ==& ?>@>C@>=BN& ?N@BI@B?BC&
T"1%7&'R&3U-//"7:&S%-"$"7 & =N& ?B@BI@>=B=& ?I@BA@B?BC&
F*%1-+"&VR&3456%1."%:&;$/9 & QI & ?A@>I@>=AI& ?Q@A>@B?BC&
<W*+X!"#$"%/ &
&&If you are aware of a member who has died but is not listed above, please contact our church office so that we can correct our oversight 
and properly remember them. 

 
 

Thanksgiving Service, Nov. 24 
Our Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, November 24, at the morning Worship time of 10:15 a.m. 
We will hear the message of Psalm 107 (in particular verses 1-9 and 35-43). Our message will be “How Could 
the Pilgrims Thank God.”  
We will focus on the harvest and will sing hymns of the harvest as well: “Bringing in the Sheaves,” “Come, 
Ye Thankful People, Come,” “We Gather Together,” “Now Thank We all Our God,” and “For the Beauty of 
the Earth.” 
Join with us to lift up thanksgiving to the LORD God Almighty. Invite your family and friends, especially 
those who have travelled to visit with you this Thanksgiving season. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hanging of the Greens, Nov. 26 
The Advent Season (the 4 Sundays prior to Christmas) begins on Sunday, December 1. We will be hanging the Greens on Tuesday, No-

vember 26. In the morning, the Z-Team will bring decorations up from storage in the basement. At 10:00 a.m. the retirees and anyone else 
who can help (women and men) will decorate the sanctuary except for the tree. We can put the tree base (big box) in place, move the piano, 
hang garland, etc. And in the evening (7:00 p.m.) we will decorate the tree and whatever else needs to be done. 
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Marianne Baltz 
Marilyn Beil 

Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 
Karen Quirin 

Dottie Rickard 
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Don Mueller 
 

 
American red cross 

Blood Drive 
2024/2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
 

VFW 
November 13, 2024 
November 12, 2025 

 
St. James 

January 8, 2025 
March 19, 2025 

May 21, 2025 
July 16, 2025 

September 10, 2025 
 

To schedule an appointment 
1-800-733-2767 or 

visit RedCrossBlood.org  
Bring Photo ID 

Marcia Twellman 11/06 Leonard Bueckman 11/23

Emily Twellman 11/07 Carol Bueckman 11/24

Randall Eckert 11/07 Robert Wolfmeier 11/24

Deanna Middaugh 11/08 Janet Pauketat 11/24

Jonathon Powles 11/08 Linda Pistor 11/27

Cari Mahoney 11/13 Daniel Doerr 11/27

Earl Mehrtens 11/16 Erica Gruenewald 11/27

Todd Seibert 11/17 Kathleen Hankammer 11/28

Ryan Kochmann 11/19 Josephina Riemann 11/29

Trevor Seibert 11/21 Jessica Doerr 11/29
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Sisters in Faith 
Meeting  October 2, 2024 

There were eighteen ladies and Pastor Dar-
rell in attendance.  Pastor blessed the 
meal.  Connie DeRousse and Mary Agnes 
Schlather prepared and served roast chick-

en, stuffing, rolls, and vegetables.  Delicious.  
Kay Mehrtens read the devotional regarding connections with God 
and others.  
Pastor gave his report:  
The first Wednesday evening worship service drew eighteen mem-
bers.  Beginning October 2nd through October 11th Zion will take 
part in 10 days of prayer.  Each evening at 7:05 p.m. Pastor will lead 
members in prayer which coincides with the Jewish calendar begin-
ning October 2nd as Day of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah) and October 
11th is Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).  Another movie night fea-
turing the series “The Chosen” will be held on Friday, October 
11th.  Operation Christmas Child will kick off on October 13th.  Oc-
tober 20th will be our Polka Sunday Service.  Also, that same day we 
will be entertained at church park with Jam in the Park from 2 – 4 
p.m.  The annual All Hallows Eve celebration will be on Oct. 31st in 
Reiss Hall.  We usually entertain about two hundred area children and 
their parents on this evening.  Help will be needed to bag candy, dec-
orate, and help on that evening.  November 9th is our Wurstmarkt 
3:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Dine in or carry out.  Please sign up to help.  On 
Sunday, November 10th the VFW will have a celebration of Veterans 
at Zion.  After our church service we will hold the Fall Congregation-
al Meeting.  Please plan to attend.  
Prayers – Our list remains long for those in need of prayer.  All vic-
tims of Hurricane Helene. Caleb Kish – suffered a concussion but is 
doing well.  Jenny Gillette, a friend of Linda Hopfinger has been di-
agnosed with cancer.  Pray for her treatment and healing. Debbie 
Merglekamp had liver and kidney transplants and still is struggling to 
heal.  Pray for the family of Richard Madden, Kathi Trent’s brother 
who recently passed away.  Kathi & Rich Trent’s granddaughter, Ka-
leigh Trent is continuing to heal from her wounds after she was shot 
by a former boyfriend.  Jessi Doerr received good news that no can-
cer has been detected in her test results.  They are leaning toward 
Lupus or an autoimmune disease. Sam Kaminski, Annette Hund’s 
grandson, had his leg broken in a sports accident.  Kurt Tegtmeier has 
COVID and is struggling to heal.  Barb Hohlt had a bad fall at home 
and is in a great deal of pain.  Mary Lou Peter’s daughter, Susan Dra-
peau, will have hip surgery.  Charlotte Mehrtens’ great niece, Ariela 
Oliver will have her 18th surgery to correct hip issues from 
birth.  Also, Charlotte’s great nephew, Levi Boyle, born blind in one 
eye and suspected to be blind in his other eye, received encouraging 
news that there may be some sight in that eye.  We continue to pray 
for Adalyn Harres as she receives therapies to help strengthen her 
muscles so she can be more independently mobile.  Reverend Jeffrey 
Willey is struggling with cancer treatments that leave him very 
weak.  He has done wonderful work in his ministry to draw people of 
faith to his church.  Gary Shondy will have surgery on his toe on Oc-
tober 18th to remove some infected bones.  He will be in a boot for 3-
6 months.  Debbie Helfrich will have surgery to replace her pacemak-
er and leads.  Joyce Tastad is having hip replacement surgery.  Connie 
DeRousse aske for prayers for her stepson, Jordan.  
Linda Hopfinger read the minutes from the September 5th meeting, 
and they were approved.  Carol Harres was not in attendance and 
Linda gave the Treasurer’s report.  Final numbers from the Septem-
ber bank statement were unavailable.  Carol will update at the No-
vember meeting.  
Committees  
Kitchen – Ginger has been ordering supplies for Wurstmarkt.  Aman-
da will make signup sheets for workers.  We need to advertise 
soon.  A list of members who will bring pies was passed 

around.  There will also be a list at both entrances in the sanctuary for 
church members to sign up to work and/or bring pies.  
Bereavement – No report  
Cre8tive Souls – No report  
Ushers – Mary Lou will be asking for volunteers to collect the offering 
on the 4th Sunday of this month.  
Old Business  
Thank you to Connie and Mary Agnes for the delicious lunch to-
day.  Next month Annette Hund and Ann Dietrich will serve lunch.  
Padded folding chairs have finally arrived.  We purchased twenty-four 
and they are nice.  A motion was made by Mary Agnes Schlather to 
purchase an additional forty-eight chairs.  Carol Albert seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.  Linda requested that the purchase be 
made through the church account, and we will reimburse the amount 
spent.  
New Business  
Charlotte asked the members for theme ideas for our 2025 Spring 
Luncheon.  Ideas so far are as follows:  Sugar Shack, Flamingos, Pup-
py Love, May Flowers, and She Shed.  Discussion followed and since 
we had quite a few members not in attendance, we decided to take a 
vote at the November meeting.  There may be other ideas and discus-
sion.  
Pastor announced that the Evangelical Association will have their 
Spring Gathering here, at Zion.  The date is March 22, 2025.  Sisters in 
Faith has volunteered to serve breakfast and lunch to the attendees that 
day.  More information to follow.  
It was also recommended that we contribute additional funds to our 
existing certificate of deposit when it is renewed in November.  
Charlotte made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and the motion was 
seconded by Ann Dietrich.  Motion carried.  We closed with our song.  
Respectfully submitted,  
Linda Hopfinger  
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The Evangelical Catechism 
Traditional Orthodox Edition of 1896 

I am continuing the series of articles on the 
1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism, 
republished in modern English by the 
Evangelical Association in 2018. This arti-
cle covers the 24th of 52 weeks in the cate-
chism. This section covers the Apostles’ 
Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. 
Week 24 is composed of questions 62 

through 64: 
�ò�î�X���t�Z���š���]�•���š�Z�����‰�Œ�]�v���]�‰���o�����Œ�����š�µ�Œ�����}�v�������Œ�š�Z�M 

�d�Z���� �‰�Œ�]�v���]�‰���o�� ���Œ�����š�µ�Œ���� �}�v�� �����Œ�š�Z�� �]�•�� �u���v�U�� ���Œ�����š������ �]�v��
�š�Z�����]�u���P�����}�(�� �'�}���U���•�}���š�Z���š���Z���� �u�]�P�Z�š�� �l�v�}�Á���'�}�������v����
�o�]�À���� �]�v�� ���o���•�•������ ���}�u�u�µ�v�]�}�v�� �Á�]�š�Z�� �,�]�u�X�� �� �� �'���v�X�� �í�W�î�ó�V����
�'���v�X���í�W�ï�í!

�ò�ï�X�����]�����u���v���Œ���u���]�v���]�v���š�Z�]�•�����o���•�•�������•�š���š���M 
�E�}�V���}�µ�Œ���.�Œ�•�š���‰���Œ���v�š�•���Á���Œ�������Ç���^���š���v���o���������•�š�Œ���Ç���(�Œ�}�u��
�'�}���X�������'���v�X���ï�X!

�ò�ð�X�� �t�Z���š�� �Á���Œ���� �š�Z���� �•������ ���}�v�•���‹�µ���v�����•�� �}�(�� �š�Z�]�•�� �(���o�o�� �}�(��
�u���v�M 
�D���v���o�}�•�š���š�Z�����]�u���P�����}�(���'�}���U�������u�����µ�v�����Œ���š�Z�����‰�}�Á���Œ��
�}�(�� �^���š���v�U�� �•�]�v�� ���v���� �������š�Z�U�� ���v���� �š�Z�]�•�� ���}�Œ�Œ�µ�‰�Ÿ�}�v�� �]�•��
�š�Œ���v�•�u�]�©������ �(�Œ�}�u�� �������u�� �µ�‰�}�v�� ���o�o�� �u���v�l�]�v���X�� �� �� �Z�}�u�X��
�ñ�W�í�î�V�� �� �í!�:�}�Z�v�� �ï�W�ô�V�� �� �� �'���v�X�� �î�W�í�ó�V�� �� �� �Z�}�u�X�� �ó�W�í�ð�V�� �� �� �'���v�X��
�ï�W�í�ó"�í�õ!

 
 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday Night Worship Services 
Wednesday night Worship services are from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

We sing, pray, and hear a brief message from Scripture. The songs, 
prayers and Scriptures are all displayed on the video screen in the 
sanctuary. The message is different than given at the Sunday Wor-
ship Service. 

This service is especially meant for our younger families who 
experience conflicts with Sunday morning Worship due to sports, 
travel, etc., but all are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

We have had a great start to the Wednesday night Worship Ser-
vices – 18 in attendance on Oct. 2, 17 on Oct. 9, and 31 on Oct. 16. 

Please join us and invite your family and friends to �:�R�U�V�K�L�S���W�K�H��
�/�2�5�'  (Psalm 96:9). 

 
 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends on 
Nov. 3 

Reminder – daylight savings time 
ends early Sunday morning, Novem-
ber 3. So set your clocks back one (1) 
hour before going to bed on Saturday 

night, November 2. If you forget, don’t worry; you will arrive at 
Worship or Sunday School an hour early on Sunday morning!  
 

Community Veteran’s Day Service, 
Nov. 10 

There will be a special community 
Veteran’s Day Service, here at Zion, 
on Sunday, Nov. 10, during Worship.  
The Millstadt VFW will present and 
post the colors prior to the beginning 
of worship and retire the colors at the 

close of worship.  In addition, the theme of our worship will honor and 
remember those who have served and those who are currently serving 
in the Armed Forces of the United States of America. 

 
 

Fall Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Nov. 10 
We will gather together for our Fall Congrega-

tional meeting following the Worship Service 
(11:15 a.m.) on Sunday, November 10.  

The following items are on the agenda: 
1.  Update on the Current & Long-Range 

Plan to renovate our Church facilities 
2.  Z-Team Report 
3.  Election of Church Leaders (3 for the Church Council and 

1 for the Christian Education Board) for the 2025-2027 
term 

Council nominations are:   Stacie Grootenboer,   
Gabby Holmes,   TBA 
CE Board nomination is:   TBA 

4.  Approval of the 2025 Budget (which is included in this 
Newsletter). 

5. Old Business 
6. New Business 

Please plan on participating in this meeting, which will set the 
future direction of Christ’s ministry in and through our Church. 

 

 
“Chosen” Movie Night, Nov. 15 

“Chosen” Friday movie night will be November 15. We meet at 
7:00 p.m. downstairs in Fellowship Hall. We will have popcorn and 
ask you to bring a snack and something to drink to share. We will be 
viewing and discussing (the pros and cons) of “The Chosen” Season 1, 
Episode 4 titled “The Rock on Which it is Built,” and Episode 5 titled 
“The Wedding Gift.” 

This is a wonderful opportunity to reach out to your non-active 
Zion family and non-Zion friends. Invite them to join you as we dis-
cover what it means to be chosen by Jesus. 

You can go to the following webpage for more info about each 
season and episode:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_The_Chosen_episodes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_The_Chosen_episodes
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Lay Liturgist Schedule for November 
 

Liturgist Schedule for November 
We have 14 liturgists who read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfinger,  

Annette Hund,  Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce Tastad,  
Richard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber. 

We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are interested, 
please contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up. 

The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below. 
Nov.  3 Joy Dormeier 618-401-3484 skyfarmjoy@gmail.com 
Nov 10 Dave Harres 618-806-9567 twigsharres@hotmail.com 
Nov 17 Tracy Holmes 618-791-5922 tlholmes1971@gmail.com 
Nov 24 Linda Hopfinger 618-406-0269 dlmshop@msn.com 

 
“Give Thanks” by Henry Smith (1978) 

Give thanks with a grateful heart,   Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because HE's given JESUS CHRIST, HIS SON 

(2 times) 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,”  Let the poor say, “I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

(2 times) 
Give Thanks. 

During Thanksgiving we usually focus on the physical blessings of life - of health, wealth, family, friends, etc. But the above song, written 
by Henry Smith, wasn’t written during a time in his life when he had these physical blessings that we often take for granted. 

The following is taken from the 2 webpages cited below. 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-give-thanks-with-a-grateful-heart 
Henry Smith composed the song during a time of unemployment, financial insecurity, and an uncertain future due to a degenerative visual 

impairment that would eventually lead to his becoming legally blind. No doubt he found strength in Paul�¶s words, �³That is why, for Christ�¶s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong�´�� ������Cor 12:10, 
NIV). 

https://www.praisecharts.com/blog/the-story-behind-the-song-give-thanks/ 
Years later, a young worship leader named Don Moen would record Henry�¶s song, helping to carry it around the world. Today, you can 

hum �³Give Thanks�´��at almost any church in the world, no matter the country or the language, and someone will recognize this simple song of 
thanksgiving and trust. 

Marjie has this plaque on our living room wall. This is a quote by Rick Warren. 

 
This song and plaque is a reminder to Praise, Seek, Worship, Trust and Thank the LORD God at all times. May we all do so!!! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

(Every Second Monday of the Month - 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Darren Doerr (26)   618-980-5055 
Annette Hund (25)   618-719-6306  (Vice Pres.) 
Kurt Pellmann (25)   618-781-0903 (President) 
Barb Scharf (25)   618-973-0289  
Joshua Seidlitz (27)   618-363-4634 
Andrew Taake (27)   618-973-1006 
Kurt Tegtmeier (27)   618-233-8384 
Betty Keller Timmer (26)   618-520-3623  (Secretary) 
Sherry Wynn (26)   618-615-7915 
 
(00) indicates the year that the Council Member�¶s term expires. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean�¶s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Jodi Notter (25)     618-698-1890 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf. 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
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 A Look Inside 

 
Thanksgiving Prayer for Children 

As we prepare for Thanksgiving, I was looking for prayer resources for children. I found this web-
site, https://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Thanksgiving_Prayer_for_Children 

The following is by Lori Soard. 
Are you looking for a Thanksgiving prayer to share with your child? This special time of year 

is an excellent opportunity to teach children how to pray and remember all of their blessings. 
Every day, not just Thanksgiving, can be a day of thanking God for the blessings in your life. 

Although many of the unique prayers below focus on Thanksgiving, some can be used for everyday praying, too. 
General Prayer 

Dear God, Thank you for family. Thank you for friends. Thank you for each moment I play. Thank you for my happy world. And I 
will thank you every day. Amen. 
Author - Adrienne Warber 

Blessings Prayer 
Dear Lord, I thank you for the blessings in my life. I thank you for my family, especially for _________. I thank you for my home, A 
warm roof over my head, And plenty of food to eat. I thank you for all the things You give to me, Even the ones I haven't thought of. 
Thank you for my blessings, God. Amen. 

The Future 
Dear God, I thank you for the future you have promised to me. I thank you for wanting good for me and for watching over me. I  
thank you for Thanksgiving, when all of my family will arrive. I thank you for the food you'll bless us with, And for how lucky we are 
to get to celebrate with family and friends. I thank you for the good things to come. I love you. Amen. 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
God, Thank you for this dinner, And our family and friends so dear. We truly do appreciate all you do for us during this time of year. 
Thank you for the turkey, and the mashed potatoes, too. Thank you for your grace, And bless us in all we do. Amen. 

Family 
Lord, Please bless our family tree. Each branch is special to me. God, I thank you for those I love. And for all great gifts from above. 
Amen. 

Bless the Hands 
God, I thank you for today. I thank you for cousins with whom to play. I thank you for the food we eat. I thank you for all the tasty 
treats. Bless the hands that made this food. Thank you for everything because it's good. Amen. 

Sharing a prayer of thanksgiving with your child can make the holiday more meaningful and help you both think about this spe-
cial time of year. The best prayers are those that come from the heart and state what the child truly is thankful for. 

 
May the LORD bless you and keep you … (Numbers 6:24ff); 
Pastor Darrell 
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