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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Annette Hund (28)     618-719-6306 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf. 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside Valentine’s Day 
Valentine’s Day, on Feb. 14, is a day of love – 1 John 4:7, “Beloved, let us love one 

another; for love is of God, and he who loves is born of God and knows God.” It is a 
day to tell the family and friends in your life that you love them, and for them to tell you 
that they love you. 

It is also a day of romantic love for young and old, single and married – Song 2:10, 
“My beloved speaks and says to me: ‘Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away’,” 
and 2:16, “My beloved is mine and I am his.” It is a day to refresh and renew your love 
for each other. 

 
The following are excerpts from an article in Country Living, “The Origin of Valen-

tine’s Day,” dated Jan. 7, 2020, by Taysha Murtaugh and Rebekah Lowin. 
Valentine’s Day is named after Saint Valentine of Rome, who was martyred on February 14 in AD 269. The Feast of 

Saint Valentine, also known as Saint Valentine's Day, was established by Pope Gelasius I in AD 496 to be celebrated on 
February 14 in honour of the Christian martyr. 

What's more, it's possible that Saint Valentine of Terni had been secretly officiating weddings for Roman soldiers 
against the emperor's wishes, making him, in some eyes, a proponent of love. 

University of Kansas English professor, the late Jack Oruch, determined that the poet Geoffrey Chaucer linked love 
with St. Valentine for the first time in his 14th century works “The Parlement of Foules” and “The Complaint of 
Mars.” Oruch claimed that Chaucer invented Valentine's Day as we know it today. (At the time of Chaucer's writing, 
February 14 also happened to be considered the first day of spring in Britain, since it was the beginning of birds mating 
season - perfectly appropriate for a celebration of affection.) 

Whether or not Chaucer can be fully credited, it is true that he and fellow writer Shakespeare popularized the amo-
rous associations surrounding the day. Soon, people began penning and exchanging letters to celebrate Valentine's Day, 
and by the early 1910s, an American company that would one day become Hallmark began distributing its more official 
“Valentine’s Day cards.” Flowers, candy, jewelry, and more followed, and the rest, of course, is history. 

 
Don’t be like the man who told his wife on their wedding day “I love you.” But when she complained that he never 

says, “I love you” anymore, responded with, “If I change my mind I’ll let you know.” 
So on this Valentine’s Day express renewed love for your spouse, your boyfriend or girlfriend, and for your family 

members and friends. Don’t let this day pass without expressing your love. May each of us say “I love you” each and 
every day to those in our lives. And so, keep your love fresh and alive. 

 
Yours in the love of Christ Jesus, our loving Savior and Lord; 
Pastor Darrell Weber 

February 2025 
  
From the Pastor   1-4 
Council Notes   5 
Z Team    6 
Missions    6 
Prayer List    7 
Food Pantry   7 
Treasurer’s Report  8 
Care Center   9 
Calendar             11 
  
We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gelasius_I
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The Evangelical Catechism 

Traditional Orthodox Edition of 1896 
I am continuing the series of articles on the 1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism, republished in mod-
ern English by the Evangelical Association in 2018. This article covers the 27th of 52 weeks in the cate-
chism. This section covers the Apostles’ Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. 
Week 27 is composed of questions 72 through 74: 
72. Of what does the second article of the Christian faith treat? 
The second article of the Christian faith treats of Jesus Christ, the son of God, and of the work of redemp-
tion. 
73. Who is Jesus Christ? 
He is true God and true man in one person; my Savior, Redeemer and Lord. 

72. How do the Holy Scriptures expressly testify that Jesus Christ is true God?? 
In the Holy Scriptures Jesus Christ is expressly called God; furthermore divine attributes and works are ascribed to Him, and 
divine honor is demanded for Him.   John 1:1-3;   John 10:30;   John 20:28;   John 17:5;   John 8:58;   Matthew 11:27;   John 
5:21,26;   Matthew 9:6;   John 5:22-23;   Colossians 2:9 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“New Songs” Wednesday Night Worship Services 
Join us, and invite your family and friends to come to our Wednesday Evening Worship from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. It is a shortened 

service of Worship singing “new songs” to the LORD. 
Ps 33:3, “Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts.” 
Ps 40:3, “He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the 

LORD.” 
Ps 96:1, “Worship in the Splendor of Holiness Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth!” 
Ps 98:1, “Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have worked 

salvation for him.” 
Ps 144:9, “I will sing a new song to you, O God; upon a ten-stringed harp I will play to you,” 
Ps 149:1, “Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new song, His praise in the assembly of the godly!” 
Isa 42:10, “Sing to the LORD a new song, His praise from the end of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that fills 

it, the coastlands and their inhabitants.” 
Re 5:9, “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by 

your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,’” 
Re 14:3, “and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the elders. No 

one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.” 
 

 
Women’s Sunday – Sunday, February 9 

Sunday, Feb. 9 will be our Women’s Sunday at Zion. Women from Zion will participate in lead-
ing many aspects of Worship (10:15 a.m.). We intend to recognize Zion’s Women:   Board of 
Christian Education (BCE),   Church Council,   Creative Souls,   Liturgists,   Missions Commit-
tee,   Musicians,   Prayer Chain,   Sewing Circle,   Sisters in Faith (Women’s Fellow-
ship),   Sunday School Teachers,   Sunday School Christmas Program,   Vacation Bible 
School,   Zion’s many fund raisers, including Trivia Night, Garage Sale, Wurstmarkt, and Z-
Team. 

 
 

 
Trivia Night & Silent Auction – Saturday, March 15 

Our annual Trivia Night & Silent Auction is scheduled for Saturday, March 15, at 7:00 p.m. It will be held at the Father Freund 
Parish Center at St. James Catholic Church (405 W. Madison in Millstadt). 

We are looking for donations for the silent auction. Please bring them to the church office during business hours (M-F, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.). See the flyer in the Visitor for more details about the Trivia Night and Silent Auction. 
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MONTH ONLINE AVE. 
2024 

IN PERSON AVE. 
2024 

January 9 66 

February 10 63 

March 6 96 

April  5 56 

May 10 59 

June 5 72 

July 3 55 

August 7 60 

September 4 61 

October 6 60 

November 4 72 

December 7 65 

Christmas Eve 50 194 

Year-to-Date  6 65 

-  SUNDAY’S 

Flourless Chocolate Torte 
 

5 eggs, separated 
12 oz semisweet chocolate, chopped 
3/4 cup butter, cubed 
1/4 tsp cream of tartar 
1/2 cup sugar 
Confectioners sugar 
 
In a double boiler, melt chocolate and butter. Beat 
egg yolks until thick, add to chocolate. Beat egg 
whites and cream of tartar until foamy; add sugar 
and continue beating until stiff peaks form. Fold into 
chocolate mixture. Pour in 9 inch springform pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 40-45 minutes. Dust with 
confectioners sugar and enjoy! 

2024
2024 2024 BUDGET 2023 2023

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2024 INCOME EXPENSE

January $39,247.55 $26,950.00 12,297.55$    22,006.00$    $19,575.07 $27,228.77
February $60,341.26 $19,664.53 40,676.73$    22,006.00$    $19,135.11 $29,700.64
March $27,123.69 $26,135.08 988.61$         22,006.00$    $17,094.66 $19,708.48
April $20,833.67 $29,548.51 (8,714.84)$     22,006.00$    $30,417.21 $28,239.45
May $17,110.13 $20,948.60 (3,838.47)$     22,006.00$    $15,956.14 $34,598.97
June $16,628.58 $21,505.87 (4,877.29)$     22,006.00$    $9,208.61 $16,591.59
July $31,436.95 $23,873.06 7,563.89$      22,006.00$    $23,961.75 $36,382.84
August $30,508.78 $17,361.46 13,147.32$    22,006.00$    $18,685.51 $15,040.61
September $20,630.76 $21,920.10 (1,289.34)$     22,006.00$    $17,977.92 $21,911.42
October $14,488.40 $41,548.13 (27,059.73)$   22,006.00$    $22,409.09 $24,934.93
November $19,494.59 $24,749.72 (5,255.13)$     22,006.00$    $28,167.36 $24,257.77
December $34,603.21 $20,151.05 14,452.16$    22,006.00$    $53,732.24 $23,060.70

TOTALS 332,447.57$  294,356.11$  38,091.46$    264,072.00$  276,320.67$  301,656.17$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version

 

Council Meeting 
January 13, 2024 

 
ATTENDANCE:   Council members present were, 
President Andrew Taake, Secretary Sherry Wynn, 

Kurt Tegtmeier, Connie DeRousse, Joshua Seidlitz, Vice-President 
Darren Doerr, Gabby Holmes, Assistant Treasurer Betty Ann Keller 
Timmer, Stacie Grootenboer, Office Administrator Amanda 
Frierdich, and Pastor Darrell Weber.  Andrew called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m., and Pastor Darrell gave an opening prayer.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda distributed copies of the 
Treasurer’s Report.   Amanda explained that the expense of $1,475.63 
under the Fellowship Event came from the Wurstmart.  There was a 
$24 refund from the new insurance premium from Erie Insurance.  
We received a gift of $5,000 from the estate of Lucille Schewe.  It 
was suggested that $1000 of this donation be put in the In Loving 
Trust Window Fund, and $4000 to go towards the expense of the two 
south entrance door repairs on the Education Building.  A motion was 
made by Josh and seconded by Betty to distribute the money as sug-
gested to the In Loving Trust Window Fund, and the expenses for 
repairs to the doors; motion carried.  One of the Jim and Mary Eckert 
certificates of deposit has matured, and the funds are currently in the 
money market account, waiting for the transfer of the other certifi-
cates of deposit from Central Investments LPL to First National LPL. 
Andrew, Darren and Betty will need to sign new signature cards at 
Central Bank.  A motion was made by Betty, and seconded by Josh to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report; motion carried. 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  The December 9, 2024 minutes were 
reviewed by Council.  A motion was made by Sherry and seconded 
by Josh to approve the minutes; motion carried.   
 
BCE REPORT:  The BCE did not meet in December.  
 
PASTOR'S REPORT:  Pastor Darrell had sent the report of his ac-
tivities for the previous month to Council members.  December was a 
busy month with Sisters-in-Faith, Sunday School, Z-Team and the 
Preschool all having Christmas parties.  Pastor also visited all home-
bound members and those living in facilities during the month.  A 
motion was made by Darren, and seconded by Josh to accept Pastor’s 
Report; motion carried.  Pastor also distributed folders containing 
information on the history of Zion, the Zion constitution and by-laws, 
and a membership list.  He plans to lead a study titled “Your Job as a 
Church Officer” as well as grounding the Council and the future 
search committee in our Evangelical and Reformed heritage, faith and 
practices in order to keep Zion on track for the years to come. 
 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  Pastor led the discussion concern-
ing the Welcome Wagon program.   This program will probably not 
be renewed as it has not worked well at bringing potential new mem-
bers to Zion.  He also stated the Wednesday night services are going 
well and the average attendance is 22. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Audit & Budget.  (Betty Keller Timmer).  The Audit Committee 
met on January 9, and their report will be included in the annual re-
port. 
 
Long Range Ministry (Andrew Taake).  Andrew will be accompa-
nied by Stacie on this committee.  Andrew gave a description of each 
committee member’s duty.  No other report at this time. 
 
Missions & Outreach.  (Gabby Holmes).  Gabby volunteered to 
serve on this committee.  Amanda had distributed the 2024 mission 
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report, which showed that we had received $250 for the Salvation 
Army/Ukraine, $1794 for Salvation Army Shelters, and $570 for the 
Deacons’ Fund during December.   
 
Staff/Parish Relations.  (Darren Doerr).  No report at this time.  
Darren prepared and distributed the new 2025 Usher Schedule. 
 
Property & Long Range. (Josh Seidlitz).   An amount of $900 was 
submitted by Ronnie Geissert to replaster the conference room wall 
that was damaged with a water leak.  Council discussed this expense.  
A motion was made by Josh, and seconded by Gabby to approve the 
repair up to $1,000; motion carried.  Four companies have been con-
tacted for the water leakage in the basement:  Perma Tech, Founda-
tion Recovery, Woods Basement and Helitech. 
 
Volunteer Ministries. (Sherry Wynn).  No report at this time. 
 
Worship & Music.  (                             ).  No report at this time. 
 
Cemetery Board.  (Kurt Tegtmeier).  No report at this time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Trivia Night.  We had held a short meeting after the Council’s elec-
tion for officers on January 12.  Gabby volunteered to contact donors 
for silent auction items.  Kelly Riemann and Stacy Woehlke will 
manage the silent auction at the trivia. 
 
Glass Top for Original Altar:  Andrew stated that he had received a 
price of $210 from Millstadt Glass for a one-half inch clear table top 
glass for the original altar.  A motion was made by Kurt, and second-
ed by Connie, to purchase the glass top from Millstadt Glass; motion 
carried. 
 
Confirmation Reunion:  The confirmation reunion was discussed, 
and will be revisited next month. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday January 19, 2025:  Pastor 
Darrell suggested that everyone should review the 2024 Annual Re-
port to be familiar with the contents for the Congregational Meeting.  
Andrew asked everyone to attend.  
 
Meeting Adjourned: There being no further business to be dis-
cussed, a motion was made by Betty, and seconded by Josh to ad-
journ the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  Motion carried.  Everyone joined 
hands to close with the Lord's Prayer.  
 
 
 
Andrew Taake – President   
Darren Doerr – Vice-president 
Betty Ann Keller Timmer – Assistant Treasurer  
Sherry Wynn – Secretary  
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Missions Article for February 

Thank you for your generous support of our January mission - 
the Baby Bottle Fund Raiser. The Baby Bottle Fund Raiser supports 
the unborn life-saving work that takes place through the Life Net-
work of Southern Illinois (https://www.mylifenet.org, 722 N. Mar-
ket St., Waterloo, IL 62298, 618-939-4224). 

Our Mission of the Month for February is African Vision of 
Hope (AVOH) (https://africanvisionofhope.org). AVOH is a Chris-
tian organization committed to bringing immediate and lasting solu-
tions to children and families living in extreme poverty in the coun-
try of Zambia, a country where about half the population is under 
age 15 and millions are orphaned and homeless. 

In February we also support Blanket+ Sunday (on February 16 
and 23). Your contributions provide blankets to be used by Church 
World Service (CWS, https://cwsblankets.org) to provide warmth, 
shelter, and a means of transporting the belongings of people who 
may be fleeing their homes in time of natural disasters or strife. Five 
dollars will purchase a sturdy blanket, and we urge you to support 
this important mission. 

Of course, we also want to thank those members who never fail 
to bring food and household items for the Food Pantry. Bless you 
for helping the less fortunate with their needs. Be sure to bring your 
food and household items to church and place them in the collection 
box. Thank you for sharing your blessings with others! 

 

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

 
We had our Christmas Party at the VFW in De-
cember and then went on vacation.  We had 
planned to come back on January 7th, but the ice 
storm extended it a week. 

 
We did come back and put all the church Christmas decorations 
back in the basement. 
 
The guys continue to meet with contractors to bid on repairing the 
foundation for water leaks in the basement. 
 
The guys found the boiler not working right. We had to shut down 
the hot water system side.  Two valves had to be replaced, but not 
until it got warmer and it did.  Big thanks to Gary Hammel, 
Marvin Albert and Mike Germann for fixing the boiler, and not on 
a Tuesday. 
 
Thank you to Mark Germann for plowing our parking lot!   
 
Thank you to Pastor Darrell for clearing the south entrance stairs 
and sidewalk! 
 
Gary Shondy 

 
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BOOK BAZAAR 

2025 
 

Collection of books will start back up on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, January 7th through March 14, 
2025. 
 
Please drop off books at the Hospital Warehouse 
or you may bring them to church and arrange-
ments will be made for pickup.  Please, NO ency-
clopedias. Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Newsletter Delivery 
With recent mail delivery problems of our Newsletter, Zion’s 

Council has made the following decision.  This will start with the 
March 2025 Newsletter. 

1.     The newsletter is available online at (Click on the News-
letters tab): 

 http://www.zionmillstadt.com/Zion/Church/index.html 
2.     We will e-mail the newsletter to every member that we 

have an e-mail address for. We will seek to update our con-
tact information and include a request for e-mail address. 

3.     Paper copies of the newsletter will be available at the en-
trances to the sanctuary. 

4.     We will mail the newsletter to our members in care facili-
ties, out-of-area members, and anyone else who would still 
want a copy mailed to them.  

Please let our Office Administrator, Amanda, know your e-mail 
address or if you need the newsletter mailed to you. 
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN FEBRUARY 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST   
       
                                      Pray for strength and healing for the following: 
Steve & Gerry Albert, Brayden Baer, Linda Barth, Wanda Basse, Trish Bell, Cindy Bertelsmann, Roberta Billhartz, 
Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Brandenburger, Toby Brown, Jamie Case, Patty 
Crook, Steve Crook, Pamela Darnel, Susan Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Family of Maria DeJesus Mejia, Ann Die-
trich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Carol Evans, Susan Fogarty, Ruth Fritz-
inger, Margaret Garner, Lynn Gass, Jenny Gillette, Brenda Goudey, Mary (Boerke) Graham, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn 
Harres, Carol & Jim Haury, Michelle Higgins, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Kevin Jackson, Gary & Sharon Jones, 
Steve Jones, Travis Jones, Wayne Jones, Chris Keck, Melanie Keck, Sandy Kirkpatrick, Jeff Kistner, Scott 
(Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kraemer, Tom & Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Car-
olyn Lantry, Frank Lee, Connie Mack, Tina & CC Maeder, Erin Mahoney, Wyatt McGaw, Vernon Merhmann, Lance 
Morris, Don Mueller, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob Nelson, Dean Norrenbern, Margie O’Saben, Baby Ariela Oliver, 
Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s Sister), Dale Pellmann, Neil Pellmann, Stephanie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, Lu-
Ann Rhymer, Dottie Rickard, Rich Riemann, Donna Ritson, Rhonda Roundcourt, Jeanie Schmidt, Chris Schmitz, 
Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron Schroeder, Jim Scott, Mitch Scott, Sheila Seagal, Gary Shondy, Ken Siebert, Wanda 
Sins, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mary Stevenson, Steve Tade, Ray Teliczan, Rhonda Thompson, Reagan Timm, 
Rich Trent, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Valentine, Mark Vandermyde, Jason Walker, Bill & Donna 
Ward, Aubrey Weaver, Jake Weber, Jeffrey Willey, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Landon Woods, Bart & Kelley.  
 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY   Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael 
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason 
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell 
serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Pastor Darrell for more information (476-1778)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.  

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com. 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
February       March 
pasta side dishes     instant potatoes 
peanut butter      jelly 
canned fruit      Hamburger Helper 
cleaning supplies     Jello or pudding 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers.  Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause.  Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 

https://www.mylifenet.org
https://cwsblankets.org
http://www.zionmillstadt.com/Zion/Church/index.html
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Dear Friends at Zion, 
 
We trust you all had a lovely Christmas Celebration with 
your loved ones. Happy New Year! 
 
We noted your financial gift in our December Wycliffe 
Statement. Thank you so much for thinking of us in your 
missions giving last month! We truly appreciate it! 
 
At this time, Jan is learning the ropes for his new role here 
at JAARS. We  shared the reason for the change in our re-
cent newsletter. We will update everyone next time with 
details of this new position. 
 
May the Lord bless and keep you all in this year 2025! 
 
Co-laborers, 
Carol and Jan Shaneyfelt 

 
 
 
 
 
Zion Evangelical Church, 
 
Thank you for your generous donation of sup-
plies given to our center.  It all helps us support 
our Moms and their little ones. 
 
We really appreciate your continued support. 
 
The Board of Directors and Staff of Life Network 
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Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Garden Place at Millstadt 

Marianne Baltz 
Marilyn Beil 

Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 
Karen Quirin 

Dottie Rickard 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
The Shrine of the Lady of the 

Snows 
Don Mueller 

 
American red cross 

Blood Drive 
2024/2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
 

VFW 
November 12, 2025 

 
St. James 

March 19, 2025 
May 21, 2025 
July 16, 2025 

September 10, 2025 
 

To schedule an appointment 
1-800-733-2767 or 

visit RedCrossBlood.org  
Bring Photo ID 

February Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

 
Wayne & Judy Jones 
56 years on the 14th 

Shaun Green 02/02 Stacie Grootenboer 02/14

Bob Seidlitz 02/03 Art Wynn 02/15

Brady Arnold 02/04 Les Mehrtens 02/16

Mary Lou Peter 02/04 Dylan Wilson 02/18

Garry Haas 02/05 Eileen Brovan 02/19

Sue Kreher 02/07 Evan Arnold 02/22

Taylor Forbeck 02/07 Tyler Wilson 02/24

Barbara Scharf 02/07 Emma Kuester 02/25

Galen DeRousse 02/11 Carol Albert 02/25

Evan Wessel 02/11 Drew Kish 02/27

Terry Grossmann 02/13 Lucille Reece 02/29

Kasey Davis 02/14
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Liturgist Schedule for February 
We have 14 liturgists who read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfin-

ger,  Annette Hund,  Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce 
Tastad,  Richard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber. 

We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are interested, 
please contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up. 

The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below. 
Feb.   2 Dave Woehlke 618-719-3616 dlwoehlke1959@Charter.net 
Feb.   9 Joy Dormeier 618-401-3484 skyfarmjoy@gmail.com 
Feb. 16 Tracy Holmes 618-791-5922 tlholmes1971@gmail.com 
Feb. 23 Dave Harres 618-806-9567 twigsharres@hotmail.com 

 
“They’ll Know We are Christians By Our Love” by Father Peter Scholtes (1960s) 

We are one in the Spirit; We are one in the Lord. (repeat) 
And we pray that all unity May one day be restored. 

Chorus 
And they'll know we are Christians By our love, By our love. 

Yes, they'll know we are Christians By our love. 
 

We will walk with each other; We will walk hand in hand (repeat) 
And together we'll spread the news That God is in our land. 

Chorus 
 

We will work with each other; We will work side by side. (repeat) 
And we'll guard each man's dignity And save each man's pride. 

Chorus 
 

All praise to the Father, From whom all things come. 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only son. 

And all praise to the Spirit, Who makes us one. 
Chorus 

 “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” was written by Peter Scholtes, a Catholic Parish Priest at St. Brendan’s on 
the South Side of Chicago in the 1960s. At the time, Father Scholtes was leading a youth choir out of the church basement and was 
looking for an appropriate song for a series of ecumenical, interracial events. When he couldn't find such a song, he wrote the now-
famous hymn in a single day. 

Father Scholtes based this song off of Jesus’ words in John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 

The “we” are we Christians, followers of Jesus Christ from all Christian denominations. The “they” in “they’ll know” are non-
Christians of every stripe and kind all around the world. 

So “we” are made one in the Spirit and made one in the Lord. And “we” are meant to pray that the unity of Christ’s body, the 
Church, be fully restored. “We” are to walk with each other and to do so hand-in-hand. And “we” are to spread the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, that God is in our land to give us His Grace, Mercy and Peace, which are in Jesus Christ. “We” are to work with each 
other, and we are to work side by side. “We” are to guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride. So that in us, Christ’s 
Church, the barriers that separate the non-Christian world are no longer present in Christ’s Church. Barriers overcome by Christ’s 
love, “So whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; for this is the law and the prophets,” (Matt. 7:12 – the 
Golden Rule). 

As “we” truly live out Christ’s love for us and for one another, the world around us, “they,” will come to know experientially 
that we really are Christians. They will come to know Who Jesus Christ really is and what He has come to do – to transform all those 
who come to Him and enable us to live eternally a life of perfect love for God and one another. For wherever Jesus’ love is there is a 
paradise. 

So, look to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to bring these words alive in you, and therefore through you, for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and all the people He came and died for in order to save them. 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 

(Every Second Monday of the Month - 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Connie DeRousse (28)   618-791-1388 
Darren Doerr (26)   618-980-5055  (Vice Pres.) 
Stacie Grootenboer (28)   618-670-8349 
Gabriella Holmes (28)   618-975-1341 
Joshua Seidlitz (27)   618-363-4634 
Andrew Taake (27)   618-973-1006  (President) 
Kurt Tegtmeier (27)   618-233-8384 
Betty Keller Timmer (26)   618-520-3623  (Asst.Treas) 
Sherry Wynn (26)   618-615-7915 
 
(00) indicates the year that the Council Member’s term expires. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Annette Hund (28)     618-719-6306 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf. 
10:15 AM - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 

 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ�¶s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside Valentine�¶s Day 
Valentine�¶s Day, on Feb. 14, is a day of love –��1 John 4:7�����³�%�H�O�R�Y�H�G�����O�H�W���X�V���O�R�Y�H���R�Q�H��

�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����I�R�U���O�R�Y�H���L�V���R�I���*�R�G�����D�Q�G���K�H���Z�K�R���O�R�Y�H�V���L�V���E�R�U�Q���R�I���*�R�G���D�Q�G���N�Q�R�Z�V���*�R�G���´��It is a 
day to tell the family and friends in your life that you love them, and for them to tell you 
that they love you. 

It is also a day of romantic love for young and old, single and married –��Song 2:10����
�³�0�\�� �E�H�O�R�Y�H�G�� �V�S�H�D�N�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�D�\�V�� �W�R�� �P�H����‘�$�U�L�V�H���� �P�\�� �O�R�Y�H���� �P�\�� �I�D�L�U�� �R�Q�H���� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�H�� �D�Z�D�\’���´��
and 2:16�����³�0�\���E�H�O�R�Y�H�G���L�V���P�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���,���D�P���K�L�V���´��It is a day to refresh and renew your love 
for each other. 

 
The following are excerpts from an article in Country Living�����³The Origin of Valen-

tine�¶s Day,�´��dated Jan. 7, 2020, by Taysha Murtaugh and Rebekah Lowin. 
Valentine�¶s Day is named after Saint Valentine of Rome, who was martyred on February 14 in AD 269. The Feast of 

Saint Valentine, also known as Saint Valentine's Day, was established by Pope Gelasius I in AD 496 to be celebrated on 
February 14 in honour of the Christian martyr. 

What's more, it's possible that Saint Valentine of Terni had been secretly officiating weddings for Roman soldiers 
against the emperor's wishes, making him, in some eyes, a proponent of love. 

University of Kansas English professor, the late Jack Oruch, determined that the poet Geoffrey Chaucer linked love 
with St. Valentine for the first time in his 14th century works �³The Parlement of Foules�´��and �³The Complaint of 
Mars���´��Oruch claimed that Chaucer invented Valentine's Day as we know it today. (At the time of Chaucer's writing, 
February 14 also happened to be considered the first day of spring in Britain, since it was the beginning of birds mating 
season - perfectly appropriate for a celebration of affection.) 

Whether or not Chaucer can be fully credited, it is true that he and fellow writer Shakespeare popularized the amo-
rous associations surrounding the day. Soon, people began penning and exchanging letters to celebrate Valentine's Day, 
and by the early 1910s, an American company that would one day become Hallmark began distributing its more official 
�³Valentine�¶s Day cards.�´��Flowers, candy, jewelry, and more followed, and the rest, of course, is history. 

 
Don�¶t be like the man who told his wife on their wedding day �³�,���O�R�Y�H���\�R�X���´��But when she complained that he never 

says, �³�,���O�R�Y�H���\�R�X�´��anymore, responded with, �³�,�I���,���F�K�D�Q�J�H���P�\���P�L�Q�G���,’�O�O���O�H�W���\�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���  ́
So on this Valentine�¶s Day express renewed love for your spouse, your boyfriend or girlfriend, and for your family 

members and friends. Don�¶t let this day pass without expressing your love. May each of us say �³�,�� �O�R�Y�H���\�R�X�´��each and 
every day to those in our lives. And so, keep your love fresh and alive. 

 
Yours in the love of Christ Jesus, our loving Savior and Lord; 
Pastor Darrell Weber 

February 2025 
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We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  
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