From the Desk of Pastor Darrell

Lent

During Lent (from Ash Wednesday, March 5 up to Easter, April 20) we are reminded of Je-
sus' passion — His betrayal, trials, crucifixion and death. We do this to lift up (exalt) our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Jesus said (John 12:32), “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people to my-
self.” During Lent we lift up Jesus for three reasons. First, to call all people, Christians and non-
Christians, to face their sins (Confess and Repent). Second, to call those who have never invited
Jesus Christ into their lives, to do so now (by Faith, trusting Jesus to truly forgive). And, Third,
to call us to actively follow Jesus (live a good life for Him by the power of the Holy Spirit), and to
serve Jesus (build His Church by the power of the Holy Spirit to bring others to Christ).

I encourage you, young and old, to come, and invite your relatives, neighbors, school friends,
and coworkers. For (Rev. 22:17a), “The Spirit and the bride (church) say, ‘Come!’ And let him
who hears say, ‘Come!’.”

Blessings as we lift up our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ;
Pastor Darrell Weber

“Lift High the Cross”
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We love because He first loved us.
1 John 4:19

“Lift High the Cross” (Hymn #236) is based on John 12:32, which I quoted above. The original hymn
contains many more verses than is in our hymnal, eleven of which are given in an online article (https://
\\ faithmusicconnection.com/lift-high-the-cross-lyrics/) by a music professor, Larry Frazier. Below are some

For over 2,000 years the cross has been a powerful symbol in western culture. Many nations feature the
cross in their national flag; a red cross signifies medical or humanitarian relief. Examples from literature
and the arts include the stories of Count Dracula and Faust. In these stories the cross is used to repel the

evil power of the vampire and Mephistopheles. To Christians, the cross represents the ultimate expression of the love of God in the

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The cross motivates believers to active faith and mission.

"Lift High the Cross" beautifully

expresses the power of the cross. It is a product of the work of two Anglican priests - George William Kitchin (1827-1912) and Mi-

chael Robert Newbolt (1874-1956).

The refrain calls you and me to “Lift high the Cross” Christ bore, and to share this “love of Christ” with everyone “all the
world,” that they too may “adore His sacred name.” We are called to “follow” Christ. We ask Him to fulfill His “promise” to “draw
men unto Thee.” And, we add our voices in “praise” to Christ “the crucified” for giving us His “victory.”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, The love of Christ proclaim,
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod,
Our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. Refrain

O Lord, once lifted on this glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw men unto Thee. Refrain

For Thy blest cross which doth for all atone,
Creation’s praises raise before Thy throne. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory. Refrain



https://faithmusicconnection.com/lift-high-the-cross-lyrics/
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Daylight Savings Time Change — March 9
Spring Forward Daylight Savings Time change is on the second Sunday in March, March 9. As a reminder — set
your clocks ahead 1 hour before going to bed.

Trivia Night & Silent Auction — Saturday, March 15
Our annual Trivia Night & Silent Auction is scheduled for Saturday, March 15, at 7:00 p.m. It will be
held at the Father Freund Parish Center at St. James Catholic Church (405 W. Madison in Millstadt).
We are looking for donations for the silent auction. Please bring them to the church office during
business hours (M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.). See the flyer in the Visitor for more details about the
Trivia Night and Silent Auction.

Evangelical Association (EA) Regional — Saturday, March 22

Zion, the second oldest German Evangelical Church in the Midwest, invites you to “Come and See” what the LORD is doing among our
Evangelical Association churches and pastors.

Regional EA Pastors and Lay Leaders will encourage you, inspire you and equip you to call others to “Come and See” His awesome
deeds toward the children of man through a living and personal relationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our only Savior and Lord.

We are hosting this Regional Gathering of our EA pastors and churches, from Southern Indiana to Missouri, on Saturday, March 22, from
8:00 a.m. till 2:40 p.m. Our Sisters in Faith will be providing breakfast and lunch. So join us for the day and invite a friend. Don’t forget to
sign up so we can have enough food and supplies for the day.
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Vacation Bible School — June 2-6

Summer Vacation Bible School (VBS) plans are in the works. Our theme this year is Group’s “Tru North” Alaskan VBS and is sched-
uled for June 2-6.

We are recruiting youth and adult helpers. Please contact the Church office to volunteer to help. And please keep our VBS and its needs
and outreach efforts in your thoughts and prayers. More details to come.

190" Anniversary Confirmation Reunion — Sunday, September 28

Zion is celebrating its 190" anniversary this year. As part of this celebration we will have a Confirmation Reunion on Sunday, September
28. We will recognize Zion’s confirmands over the decades past during the 10:15 am Worship Service. Following this we will have a lunch-
eon in the Fellowship Hall.
Patti French (618-660-4255 / pfrenchsings@gmail.com), Les Mehrtens (618-792-7955 / leskay@htc.net), Betty Keller-Timmer (618-520-
3623 / timmer2@htc.net), Pastor Darrell (618-972-6010 / zion@zionmillstadt.com) and Stacy Woehlke (618-719-
5512 / stacy.woehlke@gmail.com) are organizing this event. They will be checking our list of confirmands — checking to see if we can find
their address / are they are still alive. Your help will be needed as we track down former confirmands.

Pictorial Directory — Photographer Needed

Thinking about making a 190™ anniversary Pictorial Directory. Note: Zion’s Last Pictorial Directory was made by Life Touch in 2017.

Instead of turning to a professional company like Life Touch, we could make our own Pictorial Directory. To do this we are looking for a
photographer in our congregation who would be willing to take digital photos.

We wouldn’t be selling photo packages to our families, just getting their pictures and creating our own directory. If any family wants
prints, we will give them the digital copy on a flash drive and they can go to Walgreens, Walmart or wherever to get prints.

We could print the directories or find a printing company to make 50 to 100 copies of the directory for us.

Stay tuned as we work on this, probably aiming for a photo shoot in the Fall and Pictorial Directories available by Christmas.
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Council Meeting
February 10, 2025

ATTENDANCE: President Andrew Taake, Secre-

COUNCIL tary Sherry Wynn, Kurt Tegtmeier, Connie DeR-

ousse, Gabby Holmes, Vice-President Darren Doerr, Assistant Treas-
urer Betty Ann Keller Timmer (by phone), Office Administrator
Amanda Frierdich and Pastor Darrell Weber. Andrew called the meet-
ing to order at 7 p.m. and Pastor Darrell gave an opening prayer.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Amanda distributed copies of the
Treasurer’s Report. Amanda explained that the Office Equipment/
Copier Lease expense of $1852.00 was high because of the lease pay-
ment due of the Rizo office machine. And the Maintenance & Repair
expense of $1472.32 was for boiler repair and fire extinguisher in-
spection. Betty made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report,
Gabby seconded. Motion carried. Amanda stated all the CD’s at Cen-
tral Investments LPL have been transferred to First National LPL. It
was discussed by Council that the balance in the Jim and Mary Eckert
Fund will purchase a CD in the amount of $100,000.00 at 4.25% for
2years and another CD in the amount of $90,000.00 at 4.2% for 9
months, with the remainder balance of $9027.74 to be put into a
Money Market account. Motion made by Betty and seconded by Con-
nie to approve the CD’s and Money Market Investments. Motion car-
ried. Amanda said she will draw down the November and December
Mission balances. Life Network amount in January was pure dona-
tions. Baby bottle money will be deposited in February. Bettz sug-
gested the Annual Congregational Meeting be moved to the 4™ Sun-
day in January 2026, so Amanda has ample time to get reports en-
tered. Betty made a motion and Gabby seconded to move the Annual
Congregational Meeting to the 4™ Sunday in January 2026. Motion
carried.

SECRETARY’S Report: The January 13, 2025 minutes were re-
viewed by Council. Darren made a motion, Kurt seconded to approve
the minutes. Motion carried.

Special council meeting minutes of January 12, 2025 amended. Mo-
tion made by Connie and seconded by Darren to accept minutes as
amended. Motion carried.

BCE REPORT: No report

PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor had sent the report of his activities for
the previous month and upcoming events to the Council members.
The Millstadt Community Good Friday Cross Walk is scheduled for
April 18", A motion was made by Kurt and seconded by Gabby to
approve the Pastor’s Report. Motion carried.

Pastor stated recruits are needed for the Mission Committee.

Pastor shared a review of the Zion Website.

RENEWING ZION CHURCH: No report on the Welcome Wag-
on. Wednesday night services averaging 22 members.

AUDIT & BUDGET: (Betty Ann Keller Timmer) No Report
LONG RANGE MINISTRY: ( Andrew Taake) Andrew is consid-
ering having another Corn Hole Tournament in late Aril in the after-
noon.

MISSION OUTREACH: (Gabby Holmes) No Report

STAFF PARRISH RELATIONS: (Darren Doerr) No Report
PROPERTIES: (Joshua Seidlitz) Andrew stated there is still a water

leak in the conference room wall, therefore the replastering has been
put on hold until the source of the leak is found. Bids have been re-

ceived by four companies for the basement leakage. Council feels the
need to ask the Z Team for their recommendations on the bids be-
cause they would know what questions to address to the companies
bidding. Perhaps a Structural Engineer could be contacted also. The
basement water leakage problem to be tabled at this time.

The Riess Hall entry restoration is on Gasser Construction’s schedule.
There are no immediate repairs-waiting on better weather.

VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES: (Sherry Wynn) Sherry reported
Easter Sunrise Service (7 a.m.) ushers will be Kurt Pellmann, Annette
Hund, Bob Timmer and Barb Scharf.

WORSHIP & MUSIC: (Gabby Holmes) Gabby is working on ideas
such as bells, inviting people who would like to sing monthly and
having the Sunday School children sing monthly.

CEMETERY BOARD: (Kurt Tegtmeier) No Report

OLD BUSINESS: Betty volunteered to assist Les Mehrtens with
organization of the Confirmation Reunion (190" Anniversary) in
September. Classes will begin with the year 1943 through 2024.
Trivia Night cleanup discussed. Members will cleanup tables, chairs
etc to save money. Members will set up tables, chairs etc in the morn-
ing (9a.m.) of March 15" Gabby is contacting sponsors for dona-
tions. There are 10 tables reserved to date.

Pastor reminded Council the Evangelical Association meeting at Zion
is March 22™. The Sisters-in-Faith are preparing breakfast and lunch.
Approximately 75 people will be attending. Council will be greeters
and help with Communion.

NEW BUSINESS: Pastor received information from Pastor Gary
Frank, who covers for Pastor Weber while he is on vacation, that Zi-
on might consider increasing the Sub Pay of $100. He sent a list of
churches with various amounts paid. Betty mentioned there is enough
money in the budget to increase the Sub Pastor pay to $750 for the
year-$1500 for five services. After some discussion a motion was
made by Betty to increase the Sub-Pastor pay to $200 per service, for
four services; Gabby seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Pastor brought up for discussion to consider a Student Pastor to re-
place Pastor Weber when he retires. Perhaps someone young and may
have a young family which might encourage young families to come
back to church. Council concurs and more will be discussed in the
next few months. Pastor says the office needs a new computer. Con-
nie said she will ask her son for recommendations that would be ap-
propriate for the church office.

Lenten Services discussed. Pastor suggested the 4 uncovered Lenten
meals be potluck. Council will prepare the March 5™ meal to start at
5:30 p.m. Each member decided on a item of food to bring to the
meal. Those who can help set up should be at church at 4 p.m.

Connie suggested that Council Duties should be explained more in
depth.

Darren brought an idea from Caleb Doerr, a confirmand, about a pro-
ject for confirmation. Caleb is interested in constructing a Gaga Pit.
Since Council is not familiar with this project Darren will bring more
information to next meeting which can be shared with Z Team to
determine if there is an area to be used. And to determine if there is
an insurance issue.

MEETING ADJOURNED: There being no further business to be
discussed a motion was made by Darren and seconded by Kurt to
adjourn the meeting at 8:55 p.m. Motion carried. Everyone joined
hands to close with the Lord’s Prayer.

Andrew Taake, President

Darren Doerr, Vice-President

Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Assistant Treasurer
Sherry Wynn, Secretary
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office. When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation. This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in
our ministry of care.

IN THE HOSPITAL IN MARCH

CURRENT PRAYER LIST

Pray for strength and healing for the following:

Steve & Gerry Albert, Brayden Baer, Linda Barth, Wanda Basse, Trish Bell, Cindy Bertelsmann, Roberta Billhartz,
Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Brandenburger, Toby Brown, Jamie Case, Patty
Crook, Steve Crook, Pamela Darnel, Susan Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Family of Maria DeJesus Mejia, Ann Die-
trich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Carol Evans, Susan Fogarty, Ruth Fritz-
inger, Margaret Garner, Lynn Gass, Jenny Gillette, Brenda Goudey, Mary (Boerke) Graham, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn
Harres, Carol & Jim Haury, Michelle Higgins, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Kevin Jackson, Gary & Sharon Jones,
Steve Jones, Travis Jones, Wayne Jones, Chris Keck, Melanie Keck, Sandy Kirkpatrick, Jeff Kistner, Scott
(Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kraemer, Tom & Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Car-
olyn Lantry, Frank Lee, Connie Mack, Tina & CC Maeder, Erin Mahoney, Wyatt McGaw, Dianne Mehrmann, Lance
Morris, Don Mueller, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob Nelson, Dean Norrenbern, Danny O’Saben, Margie O’Saben, Ar-
iela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s Sister), Dale Pellmann, Neil Pellmann, Stephanie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois
Potter, LUAnn Rhymer, Dottie Rickard, Rich Riemann, Donna Ritson, Rhonda Roundcourt, Jeanie Schmidt, Chris
Schmitz, Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron Schroeder, Jim Scott, Mitch Scott, Sheila Seagal, Gary Shondy, Ken Siebert,
Wanda Sins, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mary Stevenson, Steve Tade, Ray Teliczan, Rhonda Thompson, Reagan
Timm, Rich Trent, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Valentine, Mark Vandermyde, Jason Walker, Bill & Don-
na Ward, Aubrey Weaver, Jake Weber, Jeffrey Willey, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Landon Woods, Bart & Kelley.

SERVING OUR COUNTRY Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell
serving in the States.

To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews. Provide the name, address, phone, and
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher. You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.— 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine. Members of our prayer
team will pray daily for everyone on our list. (Contact Pastor Darrell for more information (476-1778)). Names will be left on
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com.

Meal-a-Month Schedule

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate. There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need. Your

help is appreciated. The Food Pantry is al-

. ways looking for volun-
March April , teers. Please consider
instant potatoes cake mixes/frosting donating your time to this
jelly lcereal worthy cause. Call Patti
Hamburger Helper jelly French at 618-660-4255
Jello or pudding mac and cheese to sign up.
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Ella Weaver 03/08
Coleman Cromwell 03/10
Dale Gruenewald 03/11
William M ey erchak 03/13
Shirley Brandenburger 03/13
Lucy Caponi 03/13
Judith Jones 03/15
Kenneth Harres 03/15
Cody Funk 03/16
Jacob Gruenewald 03/16
M arvin Skaer 03/17
Calahan M cCollum 03/18
M ason Reid 03/18
Alexander Rosenkranz 03/18
* Oak Hill Nursing Home

* Shirley Brandenburger

* Garden Place at Millstadt

I Marianne Baltz

i Marilyn Beill

% Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann

% Karen Quirin

s Dottie Rickard

o The Atrium of Belleville
s John Kalbfleisch

+  The $hrine of the Lady of the
% $nows
& Don Mueller
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Samuel Rosenkranz 03/18
Katelyn Schmeder 03/20
Eleanora Johnston 03/22
Kaeli Bueckman 03/22
Eric Caponi 03/22
Jacob Kreher 03/23
Bradley Rolland 03/23
Drake Terveer 03/24
Step hanie Seibert 03/25
Lauren Acker 03/27
David Kuester 03/28
Michael Germann 03/30
M ark Germann 03/30
Kathryn Caponi 03/30
d AMERICAN RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE
2025 SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAYS
VFW
NOVEMBER 12, 2025
ST. JAMES
MARCcH 19, 2025
May 21, 2025
JuLy 16, 2025
SEPTEMBER 10, 2025
To schedule an appointment
1-800-733-2767 or
visit RedCrossBlood.org
Bring Photo ID
Cermtaco e 2ac & T D oge. ot s>

Warety Frmiversaries

(50+ years)

Les & Kay Mehrtens
56 years on the 29th

bl

March Birthdays ;@%;
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Zion Church
117 West White Street

Millstadt, IL. 62260-1939

Address Service Requested

NON-PROFT
ORGANIZATION
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POSTAGE
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Office: 618-476-1778

Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor
Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2
After hours phone: 618-972-6010
zion@zionmillstadt.com
Amanda Frierdich
Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer
Office 476-1778, ext. 1
After hours phone: 618-975-5142
amanda@zionmillstadt.com
treasurer@zionmillstadt.com
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930
preschool@zionmillstadt.com
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468
Church E-Mail: zion@zionmillstadt.com
Church Website: http://www.zionmillstadt.com
Christian Education
Heather Kish (27)
Annette Hund (28)
Debbie Doerr (26)
Sisters in Faith

618-420-4448
618-719-6306
618-514-3917

President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267
Z Team

Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m.

Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509

CHURCH COUNCIL
(Every Second Monday of the Month - 7:00 p.m.)

Connie DeRousse (28) 618-791-1388
Darren Doerr (26) 618-980-5055 (Vice Pres.)
Stacie Grootenboer (28) 618-670-8349
Gabriella Holmes (28) 618-975-1341
Joshua Seidlitz (27) 618-363-4634
Andrew Taake (27) 618-973-1006 (President)
Kurt Tegtmeier (27) 618-233-8384
Betty Keller Timmer (26) 618-520-3623 (Asst.Treas)
Sherry Wynn (26) 618-615-7915

(00) indicates the year that the Council Member’s term expires.

Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m.

Worship Schedule
Sunday

9:00 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS/Conf.
10:15 AM - Worship Service
Wednesday
6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service

Office Hours
Amanda Frierdich
Monday through Thursday
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Lunch 12:00 - 12:30
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.




