
 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

(Every Second Monday of the Month - 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Connie DeRousse (28)   618-791-1388 
Darren Doerr (26)   618-980-5055  (Vice Pres.) 
Stacie Grootenboer (28)   618-670-8349 
Gabriella Holmes (28)   618-975-1341 
Joshua Seidlitz (27)   618-363-4634 
Andrew Taake (27)   618-973-1006  (President) 
Kurt Tegtmeier (27)   618-233-8384 
Betty Keller Timmer (26)   618-520-3623  (Asst.Treas) 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Annette Hund (28)     618-719-6306 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
Worship Schedule 

(starting June 1 through September 7) 
 

9:00 AM - Worship Service at Park 
10:15 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS 

 
Wednesday 

6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 
 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 p.m. 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 
Pentecost & the Renewing Zion 

Pentecost (Acts 2 and onward) is the fulfillment of Jesus’ 
promise to give His followers the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is the spirit of life, as Paul wrote in Rom. 8:11 “If the 
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells 
in you.”  
You are living, breathing and existing. But do you have life? 
Do you have an abundant life here and now? Do you have 
eternal life to come? 
There are people who have an abundance of things, riches, 
abilities, power, position and people in their lives. Is that 
abundant life?  

Remember, Jesus said (Matt. 16:26) “For what will it profit a man, if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what 
shall a man give in return for his life?” The above list isn’t abundant life. Life in this world is temporary, and all the above things 
will go away (1Tim. 6:7, “for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world.”) 

A truly abundant life has nothing to do with those things. God alone is the source of life that is abundant and eternal. 
God’s abundant life is described in Gal. 5:22-23 “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control.” 
People strive for these. Yet our strivings fail and we produce the works of the flesh (described in Gal. 5:19-21). Our world, 

nations, states, cities, businesses, schools and homes are filled with these works, that plague us and bring us so many sorrows. 
But there is a source of this abundant life. This source is the Holy Spirit who can produce these within you. For Gal. 5:22 starts 

with, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love …” 
The fruit of the Holy Spirit is what makes life worth living. In fact, makes our lives a blessing to others. That’s the basis of the 

song below, “Sweet, Sweet Spirit.” For the Holy Spirit works to transform you to be the child of God that you were meant to be. 
To obtain the Holy Spirit, the source of life that is truly abundant and eternal requires following Jesus. This requires your true 

repentance and faith. 
When this happens, your life is truly changed. So much so that the Bible describes this change as being “born again,” or “born 

anew.” Our Evangelical Catechism explains this in questions 78 through 86 as the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Zion Church will be renewed, revived and revitalized as each of you, our members, becomes born again of the Holy Spirit. 

Then our church worship will once again be filled with living members of Christ, from young to old. Zion’s ministries and works 
will be filled and led by Christ’s people. And we will once again make a greater and greater impact on our homes, community and 
world. 

Rev. 22:17 “The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let him who is thirsty come, let 
him who desires take the water of life without price.” 

Do you hear the Spirit calling you? Rev. 2:7, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” 

Lord Jesus, grant that those who read this will hear You speaking and come to You. Grant that they will really have Your 
abundant and eternal life of love, joy and peace. And grant that Zion Evangelical Congregation will really have a future and a hope. 

 
May you and yours be blessed with God’s abundant and eternal life; 
Pastor Darrell Weber 

June 2025 
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We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  



 

 - 10 -   

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

Save the Date! 
June 13th & 14th 

Cake Stand at The Fireman’s Picnic 
Goal - 150 cakes 

Sign-Up at Church (Volunteer or Cakes) 

We are currently accepting registrations for our 2025-2026 pre-
school year. Enrollment is limited to children who will be 3 or 4 

by September 1, and who are fully potty trained.  
 

Sessions Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:15 to 11:15 a.m.  
 

Monthly fee: $220 
Non-refundable registration fee of $50 and  

one time supply fee of $50 
 

Call the Church Office at (618) 476-1778 for more information. 
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The Evangelical Catechism  
The 1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism was republished in modern English by the Evangelical Association in 
2018. This article covers week 31 of 52. This section covers the Apostles’ Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. Week 31 has 
question 81 below:  
81. Of what importance is the resurrection of Christ?  
The resurrection of Christ clearly establishes the redemption as all-sufficient for all eternity. It is, therefore, the founda-
tion of all faith, the source of all new life, and a positive pledge for our future resurrection and perfection.   Rom. 1:4;   
Rom. 4:25;   1Cor. 15:17-18;   Rom.  6:4;   2Cor. 5:35;   John 11:25-26;   1Cor. 15:20-22;   Rom. 8:11.  

 

 
Sunday School Update  

The above chart shows our Attendance totals for the last 4 years. In year’s past faithful attendance was 80%+, This year only 2 qualify, 
So I dropped it down to 70%+. Clearly our SS is shrinking. Shrinking even more is the faithful or even regular attendance of our children 
and youth. Plus, some of our younger families, who have had their children baptized, haven’t brought them to SS. In addition, few of our 
families come and bring their children to Worship on a regular basis. This is hard for our SS Teachers (who prepare for classes) who want 
to see our children and youth in SS and Worship. 

Indeed the future of Zion is bleak. Praying for a future for Zion Church, our children, youth and families. Pastor Darrell 

Worship in the Park – Sunday, June 1 
On Sunday, June 1, we will Worship in the Church Park (note the time - at 11:00 a.m. - and the location – at 

the Church Park, just south of town at 840 S Jefferson St.). Note: Bring your lawn chairs to worship. 
After worship, we will have a picnic. Council will provide the meat, bread, condiments, paper plates, plastic 

ware, napkins, lemonade, iced tea, and water. So just bring a side dish to share. If your last name begins with the 
letter A through H, please bring a dessert; if it begins with the letter I through Z, please bring a side dish. 

A variety of games & activities for the kids and adults are being planned. 
So, plan on enjoying a wonderful day at our Park, worshipping and praising our Lord God, and enjoying good fellowship, food, and 

fun with brothers and sisters in Christ. 
PS - Please bring a canned good or another item for Millstadt’s Food Pantry. 

 
Zion is Receiving New Members on Sunday, June 1 

At our Worship in the Park, on Sunday June 1 (see above) we will receive New Members into membership. At this time we are receiv-
ing Barbara Sterba, transferring from Christ Church of Oak Brook in Oak Brook, IL, and Robert & Melody Bruckner. 

If anyone else is interested in joining Zion, please contract Pastor Darrell (618-476-1778 – office / 618-972-6010 – cell). 
 

  
Vacation Bible School – June 2-6  

Summer Vacation Bible School (VBS) plans are in the works. Our theme this year is Group’s “Tru North” Alaskan 
VBS and is scheduled for June 2-6.  
We will decorate the Church on Saturday, May 31, from 9:00 - ???. If we go past noon, we will order pizzas for lunch. 

 
 

Summer Worship in the Park - June 8 to August 31 
Worship in the Park this summer - June 8 to August 31 (Labor Day weekend). Summer Wor-

ship is at 9:00 a.m. at Zion Church Park (just south of town at 840 S Jefferson St.). In case of rain or other bad 
weather, we will meet at the Church. 

Join us as we “Praise the LORD” (Psalm 148:7ff). Indeed, read all of Psalm 148 as inspiration to Worship 
Him in the Park He has given to us. Bring a lawn chair and invite your family and friends. Then go on your way 
and enjoy the Lord’s Day. 

      
Trinity Sunday / Father’s Day, June 15 

On Father’s Day, June 15, we will honor the fathers in our congregation in accord with God’s 5th commandment, “Honor your father 
and your mother …” from Exodus 20:12. 

We will honor our fathers in a variety of ways at the 9:00 a.m. Worship service - just as we did for our mothers on Mother’s Day (May 
11). 

So, start off Father’s Day on the right foot. Come and honor our Heavenly Father as we worship Him at Zion and honor your earthly 
father as well, just as He commanded. 
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MONTH ONLINE 
AVE. 
2025 

IN PERSON 
AVE. 
2025 

WEDNESDAY 
AVE. 
2025 

January 11 59 18 

February 10 63 14 

March 6 47 33 

April  10 87 22 

May 3 57 20 

June    

July    

August    

September    

October    

November    

December    

Christmas 
Eve 

   

Year-to-Date  8 62 21 

 SIF Spring Luncheon Cherry Jello Salad 
 
20 oz can crushed pineapple 
1/2 cup sugar 
Cherry jello, small pkg (or strawberry or apricot) 
5 tbsp milk 
8 oz cream cheese, room temperature 
2 pkgs Dream Whip, prepared as directed 
OR 2 tubs Cool Whip 
 
 
Bring crushed pineapple and sugar to a boil; remove 
from heat. Add 1 pkg jello, let set until it starts to 
gel. Beat cream cheese and milk until smooth; add 
Cool Whip or Dream Whip. Fold in jello mixture. Sprin-
kle nuts on top if desired. Enjoy! 

2025
2025 2025 BUDGET 2024 2024

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2025 INCOME EXPENSE

January $24,471.96 $22,289.73 2,182.23$      20,663.33$    $39,247.55 $26,950.00
February $14,289.91 $19,600.15 (5,310.24)$     20,663.33$    $60,341.26 $19,664.53
March $30,412.54 $22,219.02 8,193.52$      20,663.33$    $27,123.69 $26,135.08
April $22,867.42 $21,380.03 1,487.39$      20,663.33$    $20,833.67 $29,548.51
May -$                20,663.33$    $17,110.13 $20,948.60
June -$                20,663.33$    $16,628.58 $21,505.87
July -$                20,663.33$    $31,436.95 $23,873.06
August -$                20,663.33$    $30,508.78 $17,361.46
September -$                20,663.33$    $20,630.76 $21,920.10
October -$                20,663.33$    $14,488.40 $41,548.13
November -$                20,663.33$    $19,494.59 $24,749.72
December -$                20,663.33$    $34,603.21 $20,151.05

TOTALS 92,041.83$    85,488.93$    6,552.90$      247,959.96$  332,447.57$  294,356.11$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version

 

Council Meeting 
May 12,  2025 

 
ATTENDANCE:  President Andrew 

Taake, Secretary Sherry Wynn, Kurt Tegtmeier, Joshua 
Seidlitz, Vice President Darren Doerr, Gabby Holmes, 
Stacie Grootenboer, Assistant Treasurer Betty Ann Keller 
Timmer, Office Administrator Amanda Frierdich and Pas-
tor Darrell Weber. Andrew called the meeting to order at 
7 p.m. and Pastor Darrell gave an opening prayer. 
 
TREASUEER’S REPORT:  Amanda stated the expense 
for white boards was reflected under the C-E Church 
School account, expense under the Fellowship Events was 
for the Evangelical Association Meeting, expense under 
Maintenance and Repair was for the elevator repair and 
the IN & OUT expense was for Lilies. Betty remarked the 
checking account is shrinking. Council decided to pay for 
the office computer from the Memorial Fund in the 
amount of $1100.00 because it is the only fund not re-
stricted. Motion made by Betty to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report seconded by Gabby. Motion carried. Amanda also 
stated the Salvation Army Disaster- Ukraine and Compas-
sion Kids missions had the greatest offerings for April. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The April 14, 2025 minutes 
were reviewed by Council. Darren made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes, Kurt seconded. Motion carried. 
 
BCE REPORT:  This Sunday 5/18/2025 is the last Sun-
day School session until the Fall. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor had sent the report for his 
activities for the previous month and upcoming events to 
Council Members.  Motion was made by Gabby to ap-
prove the Pastor’s Report, Kurt seconded. Motion carried. 
 
RENEWING ZION CHURCH:  Pastor started explain-
ing “YOUR JOB AS A CHURCH OFFICER” booklet 
Section I, pages 1-8 with Council Members. Wednesday 
Night Services- no change. 
 
AUDIT AND BUDGET (Betty Ann Keller Timmer)  
Rick Holmes has been selected to serve on the committee 
so far. 
 
LONG RANGE MINISTRY (Andrew Taake)  Corn 
Hole Tournament that was scheduled for 4/27/2025 was 
cancelled due to inclement weather. Andrew may re-
schedule the tournament for the fall. 
 
STAFF/PARISH RELATIONS (Darren Doerr)  No re-
port. 

 - 5 - 

PROPERTY (Joshua Seidlitz)  The plasterer will con-
tact Andrew when he is available to replaster the confer-
ence room wall. Basement Leakage-Z Team will con-
tact Heli-tech to come on Tuesday to consult for the re-
pair on leakage. Riess Hall Entrance Restoration- “door 
frames” is still on the books with Gasser. 
 
VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES (Sherry Wynn) No re-
port. 
 
WORSHIP & MUSIC (Gabby Holmes) Gabby is 
working on the bell choir. 
 
CEMETERY (Kurt Tegtmeier)  Kurt states the ceme-
teries mowing looks good considering all the rain. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Betty reported the first mailing for 
the Confirmation Reunion will be June 1, 2025. 
The Pictorial Directory photos will be taken by Gabby 
Holmes and Jessie Doerr. 
After discussion among Council Members and input 
from the Z Team, Council decided the Church is not 
ready to sell the property that Mike’s Automotive want-
ed to purchase. Andrew will talk to George Papa-
chrisanthou, the owner, and tell him the decision. 
80 people attended the Easter Breakfast, which was a 
success. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Pastor says the quest for a Student 
Minister should begin. He has sent an e-mail to Cove-
nant Seminary and has contacted the Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church. Pastor suggests to form a search com-
mittee in mid June. 
A church member noticed a crack on the church parking 
lot. Pastor says he will have the Z Team check on this 
matter. 
Sunday School Picnic- the Sisters-in-Faith had 2 large 
pans of cheesy potatoes left over from their luncheon 
they offered to Council to use at the picnic. Pastor will 
note this in the News Letter. Members with letters A-H 
will bring dessert and letters I-Z will bring a side dish. 
Council will grill hamburgers and hot dogs. Betty will 
do the ordering. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED:  There being no further 
business to be discussed a motion was made by Kurt 
and seconded by Betty to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 
p.m. Motion carried. Everyone joined hands to close 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Andrew Taake, President 
Darren Doerr, Vice President 
Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Assistant Treasurer 
Sherry Wynn, Secretary 
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Missions Article for June 

Our June mission is Gideons International (https://
www.gideons.org). The following is taken from their website. 

Gideons International is a body of believers dedicated to mak-
ing the Word of God available to everyone and, together with the 
local church, reaching souls for Christ. 

What began in 1908 as an Association of Christian business-
men placing Bibles in hotel rooms has evolved into an expanding 
mission to provide Scriptures to all people in nearly every facet of 
life. Today, we have taken more than 2 billion Scriptures in more 
than 95 languages to 200 countries, territories, and possessions 
across the globe. 

Gideons exists as an advocate for the lost, to bring them the 
saving knowledge of the Word through not only placing and distrib-
uting Scriptures, but also through personal witnessing and by asso-
ciating together for service. As a united force for the Gospel, we 
remain rooted in tradition, but we operate under the firm belief that 
anyone can be a valuable asset to this invaluable cause. We provide 
many opportunities to partner with us through either prayer or fi-
nancial support. Join us, and let's spread the Good News.  

Thank you for your generous support of our May mission, Feed 
My Starving Children, as well as continuing to support the Mill-
stadt Food Pantry. Please, bring your food and household items to 
church and place them in the collection box. 

Bless you for helping the less fortunate and for partnering with 
those who share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
We would like to thank all who came to the yard 
sale and who donated items to the sale. 
 
The guys setup tables for the women’s luncheon, 
then put them away.                   

 
Mike Germann got out the floor scrubber and cleaned the basement 
floor. 
 
Big THANKS goes to Gary Hammel for taking care of the boiler all 
winter.  He would check on the boiler 2 or 3 days a week or more if 
needed to make sure it was running right, then making repairs if 
needed.  THANKS Gary and his right-hand man Marvin Albert and 
others who helped.  The boiler has been shut down and serviced for 
the summer. 
 
The park restrooms have been cleaned and water turned on.      
 
Gary Shondy 
 

Sisters in Faith  
Meeting May 1, 2025  

 
 
 
 

There were eighteen ladies and Pastor Darrell in attendance. We or-
dered pizzas from Papa Vitos. 
Pastor blessed the meal. Afterward Kay Mehrtens delivered her devo-
tional about our priorities in life, Jesus first, Others second and our-
selves last.  
Pastor gave his report and prayer requests.  
Minutes from the last meeting were read and approved. Linda read 
correspondence received since the last meeting. Carol Harres gave the 
Treasurer’s report. Our checking account balance is $7,042.37 and 
the certificate of deposit balance is $4,670.36. The report was ap-
proved. 
Committee Reports: 
Kitchen – all is well. 
Bereavement – We still need someone to replace Mary Lou Peter in 
this position. 
Cre8tive Souls – The ladies are continuing to send out birthday, sym-
pathy, get well and anniversary cards. 
Ushers – Everything is going well. 
Old Business – Charlotte will remain in office as President. Carol 
Harres will stay, and Connie DeRousse will assume those duties 
when Carol is ready to step down. Debbie Doerr will remain as Vice-
President. Linda Hopfinger is still looking for someone to take over 
as Secretary. Looking for any volunteers! 
New Business –  
Plans are being made for a Cemetery Walk on October 4, 2025, with 
October 11 as a rain date. 
Betty Keller Timmer announced that the Historical Society will be 
holding a raffle to raise funds for a new museum. Memorial Hospital 
Auxiliary’s Book Fair will be April 1-4, 2026. 
We discussed the Spring Luncheon and when the meeting adjourned 
most of the ladies stayed to begin decorating for the luncheon.  
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Hopfinger, Secretary 
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN JUNE 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST   
       
                                      Pray for strength and healing for the following: 
Steve & Gerry Albert, Brayden Baer, Erika Barbee, Linda Barth, Trish Bell, Cindy Bertelsmann, Roberta Billhartz, 
Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Brandenburger, Toby Brown, Patty Crook, Steve 
Crook, Taylor Cygan, Pamela Darnel, Susan Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Lisa Dean, Family of Maria DeJesus 
Mejia, Ann Dietrich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Debbie Doerr, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Diane Ern-
est, Carol Evans, Susan Fogarty, Freddy Fritzinger, Margaret Garner, Lynn Gass, Jenny Gillette, Brenda Goudey, 
Mary (Boerke) Graham, Ashley Grootenboer, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn Harres, Todd Haselhorst, Carol & Jim Haury, 
Michelle Higgins, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Kevin Jackson, Gary & Sharon Jones, Steve Jones, Jeremy Kirk, 
Sandy Kirkpatrick, Jeff Kistner, Scott (Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kraemer, Tom & 
Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Carolyn Lantry, Frank Lee, Sue Leinicke, Connie Mack, Erin Mahoney, Wyatt 
McGaw, Charlotte Mehrtens, Norma Meyer, Lance Morris, Faye Mudd, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob Nelson, Dean 
Norrenbern, Danny O’Saben, Margie O’Saben, Curt Obst, Ariela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s Sister), Dale 
Pellmann, Neil Pellmann, Manny Perez, Stephanie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, LuAnn Rhymer, Rich Rie-
mann, Donna Ritson, Rhonda Roundcourt, Jeanie Schmidt, Chris Schmitz, Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron Schroed-
er, Jim Scott, Rick Seidlitz, Gary Shondy, Ken Siebert, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mary Stevenson, Steve Tade, 
Marsha & Ray Teliczan, Rhonda Thompson, Reagan Timm, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Valentine, 
Bonnie Valkamp, Mark Vandermyde, Bill & Donna Ward, Aubrey Weaver, Jake Weber, Milt Weber, Scott Weber, 
Elsa Weimerslage, Jeffrey Willey, Bev Williams, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Dave Woehlke, Landon Woods, Wally 
Youngs, Barbara Ziegler, Bart & Kelley.  
 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY  Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael 
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason 
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell 
serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Pastor Darrell for more information (476-1778)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.  

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com. 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
June       July 
laundry supplies     canned meat 
cake mixes/frosting     pasta side dishes 
Hamburger Helper     pickles 
        peanut butter 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers.  Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause.  Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 

https://www.gideons.org
https://www.gideons.org
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Pastor’s Camping Vacations, June 19-23 and 
29-July 7 

Pastor Darrell and Marjie will be on 2 camp-
ing vacations in June. 

June 19-23, camping and floating on the 
Black River, near Lesterville, MO. EA Licensed 
Pastor Gary Franke will lead Worship at the Church Park on June 
22. 

June 29-July 7, camping and boating at Dam West campground 
on Carlyle Lake. We will leave after Sunday’s service (June 29) and 
be back for the Wednesday service. (July 2). Rev. Rick Mortimer will 
lead Worship on July 6. 

 
 

Kings Kids Camp – July 13-18 
Kids in 3rd through 8th grade have the great oppor-
tunity of attending King’s Kids Camp this sum-
mer Sunday, July 13-July 18.  It is an overnight 
camp sponsored by several St. Louis area Evan-
gelical churches at Camp Wartburg (5705 Lrc Rd, 

Waterloo, IL 62298) near Waterloo.   
The theme for camp this year is “Powerful Parables for all Peo-

ple.” Each day, campers will focus on one or more of the parables 
that Jesus taught.  Campers will have a wonderful time enjoying 
great camping activities, such as morning watches, swimming, ar-
chery, canoeing, crafts, games, water carnival, relays, creek walks, 
“the gauntlet,” a giant slip-and-slide, campfires, candle time, a scav-
enger hunt, crazy games, special activities, and special presenta-
tions.  The older campers can choose to do the high ropes course if 
they wish.   

Campers also choose a worship workshop, where they focus on 
one type of worship skill, such as Art, Drama, Stomp Percussion, 
Video Skits, or a Creation Workshop.  It’s a fantastic week where 
campers can grow in their faith while having a great time!   

Registration for the week is $475.  Scholarships are available 
from Zion to help with the cost.  Visit http://www.kkcstl.com to see 
some photos and to sign up for this amazing week! 

  
 

190th Anniversary Confirmation Reunion-Sunday, September 28  
Zion is celebrating its 190th anniversary this year. As part of this 

celebration we will have a Confirmation Reunion on Sunday, Sep-
tember 28. We will recognize Zion’s confirmands over the decades 
past during the 10:15 a.m. Worship Service. Following this, we will 
have a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.  

The following people are organizing this event:  
Patti French (618-660-4255 / pfrenchsings@gmail.com),  
Les Mehrtens (618-792-7955 / leskay@htc.net),  
Betty Keller-Timmer (618-520-3623 / timmer2@htc.net),  
Pastor Darrell (618-972-6010 / zion@zionmillstadt.com) 

and        Stacy Woehlke (618-719-5512 / stacy.woehlke@gmail.com)  
  
 

Pictorial Directory  
We will make our own 190th anniversary Pictorial Directory. 

Note: Zion’s Last Pictorial Directory was made by Life Touch in 
2017.  

Gabby Holmes has agreed to be our photographer. We are plan-
ning to take photos in October and produce a new pictorial Directory 
by Christmas.  

We won’t be selling photo packages to our families, just getting 
your pictures and creating our own directory. If any family wants 
prints, we will give you the digital copy on a flash drive and you can 
take them to Walgreens, Walmart, or wherever to get prints.  

We could print the directories or find a printing company to 
make 50 to 100 copies of the directory for us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A special thank you to everyone who assisted with this year’s 
Yard Sale. From those who made contributions, helped in set 
up, and assisted on sale day. Even though the weather condi-
tions were not conducive to large crowds and having a short-
ened sale period, it was determined to be a success! 

YARD SALE REMINDER 
 

No stuffed chairs, mattresses, or TVs. 
 

Other donated items can be delivered on 
Tuesday mornings. 
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Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Garden Place at Millstadt 

Marianne Baltz 
Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 

Karen Quirin 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
Villas of Holly Brook 

Don Mueller 

American red cross 
Blood Drive 
2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
 

VFW 
November 12, 2025 

 
St. James 

July 16, 2025 
September 10, 2025 

 
To schedule an appointment 

1-800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org  

Bring Photo ID 

June Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

 
Earl & Eileen Doerr 
57 years on the 14th 

 
Robert & Linda Yagge 

52 years on the 30th 

David Gruenewald 06/01 Mallory Timmermann 06/18

Kristy Muskopf 06/05 William Albert 06/18

Trent Bueckman 06/06 Carol Harres 06/19

Richard Sutter 06/08 Debbie Helfrich 06/21

Joyce Smallwood 06/11 Kim Mueller 06/23

Robert Timmer 06/11 Krystal Simon 06/23

Landon Kinder 06/11 Noelle Rodemich 06/23

Wyatt Notter 06/12 Connie Kinder 06/24

Michaela Stewart 06/12 Michael French 06/26

Nicholas Haas 06/13 Wesley Hale 06/26

George Wolfmeier 06/13 Stacy Woehlke 06/26

Jordan Tastad 06/13 Kelly Riemann 06/27

Janice Seidlitz 06/17 Stephanie French 06/27

Marianne Baltz 06/17 Wayne Jones 06/28

Jonathan Arnold 06/17 Sean Mahoney 06/29

Barbara Hohlt 06/18 Derek Vogt 06/29

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kkcstl.com&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=o87O8pMTwFMFGbP7531YbH3T3089ubnmMIerXj0I3TA&m=Ipq1qdW8RZ03ES20g05r035Rtmn-EnEpUPhs9SgqP3B1e-Y7WP4v8TqL-3bKgoBs&s=CFD5t-vjKxUkLvoJ04-VyA
mailto:pfrenchsings@gmail.com
mailto:leskay@htc.net
mailto:timmer2@htc.net
mailto:zion@zionmillstadt.com
mailto:stacy.woehlke@gmail.com
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Sunday Liturgist Schedule for June 
We have 14 liturgists who read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfin-

ger,  Annette Hund,  Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce 
Tastad,  Richard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber.  

We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are interested, 
please contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up.  

The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below.  
June   1 Linda Hopfinger 618-406-0269 dlmshop@msn.com 
June   8 Annette Hund 618-719-6306 71threnn@gmail.com 
June 15 Sean Mahoney 618-977-3240 seancari@htc.net 
June 22 Kay Mehrtens 618-792-3138 leskay@htc.net 
June 29 Vicki Pellmann 618-806-8878 vdp2007@aol.com 

 
“Sweet, Sweet SPIRIT” by Doris Mae Akers (1962) 

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 
And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord; 
There are sweet expressions on each face, 

And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
 

Refrain: 
Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love. 
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 

Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived, 
When we shall leave this place. 

 
There are blessings you cannot receive 

Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You're the one to profit when you say, 

"I am going to walk with Jesus all the way." 
Refrain: 

The following is taken from: 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-sweet-sweet-spirit 
One of the most notable “Spirit Songs” of the twentieth century is “There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place” by African American 

gospel songwriter Doris Mae Akers (1923-1995). Born in Brookfield, Missouri, Ms. Akers connected with some of the most important gos-
pel songwriters of her era until her death in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

“Sweet, sweet Spirit” expresses in simple, heartfelt language the work of the Holy Spirit as it works in the life of the church. It is a fit-
ting hymn for Pentecost Sunday or any Sunday where God’s people gather to worship. 

One of ten children, Dot Akers, as many called her, demonstrated her interest in music at the young age of six, teaching herself to play 
the piano by ear. By ten, she had composed her first song, “Keep the fire burning in me,” and by age twelve had organized a five-piece jazz 
band, “Dot Akers and Her Swingsters.” 

Baptist hymnologist William J. Reynolds noted that Akers' ability to capture the attention of a congregation came through “just letting 
go and releasing the Spirit of God.” 

Lindsay Terry comments on the origins of this song in an interview with Doris Akers in the late 1980s: 
“She related to me that one Sunday morning in 1962, while directing the Sky Pilot Choir, she said to her singers, 'You are not ready to 

go in.' She didn’t believe they had prayed enough! They were accustomed to spending time with her in prayer before the service, asking 
God to bless their songs. She said, 'I feel that prayer is more important than great voices.' They had already prayed, but this particular morn-
ing she asked them to pray again, and they did so with renewed fervor.” 

“As they prayed, Doris began to wonder how she could stop this wonderful prayer meeting. She said, ‘I sent word to the pastor letting 
him know what was happening. He was waiting in the auditorium, wanting to start the service. Finally, I was compelled to say to the choir, 
We have to go. I hate to leave this room and I know you hate to leave, but you know we do have to go to the service. But there is such a 
sweet, sweet Spirit in this place.’” 

The phrase stayed with her and she wrote the song the next day. 
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mailto:dlmshop@msn.com
mailto:71threnn@gmail.com
mailto:leskay@htc.net
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-sweet-sweet-spirit


 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

(Every Second Monday of the Month - 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Connie DeRousse (28)   618-791-1388 
Darren Doerr (26)   618-980-5055  (Vice Pres.) 
Stacie Grootenboer (28)   618-670-8349 
Gabriella Holmes (28)   618-975-1341 
Joshua Seidlitz (27)   618-363-4634 
Andrew Taake (27)   618-973-1006  (President) 
Kurt Tegtmeier (27)   618-233-8384 
Betty Keller Timmer (26)   618-520-3623  (Asst.Treas) 
Sherry Wynn (26)   618-615-7915  (Secretary) 
 
(00) indicates the year that the Council Member’s term expires. 

 

NON-PROFT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. 
POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT #12 

 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Annette Hund (28)     618-719-6306 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
Worship Schedule 

(starting June 1 through September 7) 
 

9:00 AM - Worship Service at Park 
10:15 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS 

 
Wednesday 

6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 
 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 p.m. 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 
Pentecost & the Renewing Zion 

Pentecost (Acts 2 and onward) is the fulfillment of Jesus’ 
promise to give His followers the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is the spirit of life, as Paul wrote in Rom. 8:11 “If the 
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells 
in you.”  
You are living, breathing and existing. But do you have life? 
Do you have an abundant life here and now? Do you have 
eternal life to come? 
There are people who have an abundance of things, riches, 
abilities, power, position and people in their lives. Is that 
abundant life?  

Remember, Jesus said (Matt. 16:26) “For what will it profit a man, if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what 
shall a man give in return for his life?” The above list isn’t abundant life. Life in this world is temporary, and all the above things 
will go away (1Tim. 6:7, “for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world.”) 

A truly abundant life has nothing to do with those things. God alone is the source of life that is abundant and eternal. 
God’s abundant life is described in Gal. 5:22-23 “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control.” 
People strive for these. Yet our strivings fail and we produce the works of the flesh (described in Gal. 5:19-21). Our world, 

nations, states, cities, businesses, schools and homes are filled with these works, that plague us and bring us so many sorrows. 
But there is a source of this abundant life. This source is the Holy Spirit who can produce these within you. For Gal. 5:22 starts 

with, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love …” 
The fruit of the Holy Spirit is what makes life worth living. In fact, makes our lives a blessing to others. That’s the basis of the 

song below, “Sweet, Sweet Spirit.” For the Holy Spirit works to transform you to be the child of God that you were meant to be. 
To obtain the Holy Spirit, the source of life that is truly abundant and eternal requires following Jesus. This requires your true 

repentance and faith. 
When this happens, your life is truly changed. So much so that the Bible describes this change as being “born again,” or “born 

anew.” Our Evangelical Catechism explains this in questions 78 through 86 as the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Zion Church will be renewed, revived and revitalized as each of you, our members, becomes born again of the Holy Spirit. 

Then our church worship will once again be filled with living members of Christ, from young to old. Zion’s ministries and works 
will be filled and led by Christ’s people. And we will once again make a greater and greater impact on our homes, community and 
world. 

Rev. 22:17 “The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let him who is thirsty come, let 
him who desires take the water of life without price.” 

Do you hear the Spirit calling you? Rev. 2:7, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” 

Lord Jesus, grant that those who read this will hear You speaking and come to You. Grant that they will really have Your 
abundant and eternal life of love, joy and peace. And grant that Zion Evangelical Congregation will really have a future and a hope. 

 
May you and yours be blessed with God’s abundant and eternal life; 
Pastor Darrell Weber 

June 2025 
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We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  


