
 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

(Every Second Monday of the Month - 7:00 p.m.) 
 
Connie DeRousse (28)   618-791-1388 
Darren Doerr (26)   618-980-5055  (Vice Pres.) 
Stacie Grootenboer (28)   618-670-8349 
Gabriella Holmes (28)   618-975-1341 
Joshua Seidlitz (27)   618-363-4634 
Andrew Taake (27)   618-973-1006  (President) 
Kurt Tegtmeier (27)   618-233-8384 
Betty Keller Timmer (26)   618-520-3623  (Asst.Treas) 
Sherry Wynn (26)   618-615-7915  (Secretary) 
 
(00) indicates the year that the Council Member’s term expires. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Annette Hund (28)     618-719-6306 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
Worship Schedule 

(starting June 1 through September 7) 
 

9:00 AM - Worship Service at Park 
10:15 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS 

 
Wednesday 

6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 
 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 p.m. 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 
Zion’s Future 

At our June 9th Council meeting I brought up these issues related to the future of Zion Church. 
First, Zion’s average Sunday morning Worship attendance has been 66.7, 66.7, 69.3, 66.3 and 

64.5 in the years 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25. We are seeing a decreased attendance this year with 5 out of 
23 Sundays having attendance in the 30s and 40s. In spite of all of our efforts, Sunday Worship at-
tendance is dropping. 

With the reduced involvement in Zion, I recommended that we change the Constitution & By-
Laws for Congregational meeting quorum, from 40 to one half the previous year attendance and 
rounded down to the nearest 10, with a minimum of 10. This current quorum would be 30. 

In addition, because of the reduced involvement, I recommended changing the Constitution & By
-Laws from a Council of 9 members (3 people each year for 3 year terms) to 6 members (2 people per 
year retaining the 3 year terms). 

Second, our Sunday School (SS) has 12 active children from PreK through 7th grade (with an 
average attendance of 5.8); 2 active youth in 8th grade (1.3), and 5 active youth in High School (3.1). 
Our SS still has 19 active children and youth but the average attendance really dropped this past year to 10.2. 

Therefore, I recommend restructuring the SS: a PreK through 2nd grade class; a 3rd through 7th grade class; 8th grade confirmation; and a 
High School class. This is pretty much what we did over the last year. 

In addition, with very few SS families attending the 10:15 a.m. Worship, I recommend changing the Sunday morning Schedule to a 9:00 
a.m. Worship, with the SS children and youth being dismissed at the Children’s message time, 9:10 a.m. This would encourage the SS par-
ents to come to Worship (which many are not now doing). The 9:00 a.m. time is chosen because 10:00 a.m. the children and youth often 
leave for sports or other activities. So in order to get them to come to Zion, the 9:00 a.m. hour is the only workable solution. 

Some of our SS teachers already do not attend Worship, so that wouldn’t affect them. Others already attend our Wednesday Evening 
6:30 p.m. Worship, so they are still able to Worship the LORD at Zion. 

Third, with my retirement coming up in December of 2026, our Church Council is seeking to put together a Search Committee. The 
Council members are beginning to ask members, from young to old, to become part of the Search Committee. We need our members’ in-
volvement to find and call a Pastor for our future. So if you are asked, then prayerfully consider what Zion’s needs are and rise up to meet 
Zion’s need for the future. 

This may be a difficult search. We are part of the Evangelical Association (EA). However, the EA doesn’t have a seminary, and our EA 
churches aren’t producing young pastoral candidates. In addition, Zion is struggling and shrinking in membership, attendance, and involve-
ment. However, we are still averaging over 60 on a Sunday. Note that 60% of the churches in the US are averaging under 60 on a Sunday. 
Also, we have a great community, great community school system, and are close to a big city with many attractions. 

We are exploring calling a young, married pastor with a family as a way to try to connect with the young families of Zion that aren’t cur-
rently involved. This may lead us to look at getting a seminary student that we can train to take charge of the pastoral ministry for years to 
come. We will be looking to connect with Seminaries and Denominations that are similar to Zion’s Evangelical & Reformed faith and herit-
age, such as: the Evangelical Presbyterian Church; The Reformed Church in America; The Christian Reformed Church; the Evangelical Cov-
enant Church; and the Conservative Congregational Christian Church. We may have to look beyond our E&R faith and heritage in order to 
find a Pastor and seek to train that pastor in our E&R faith and heritage. 

As you can see, many things regarding Zion’s future need to be worked out. First and foremost will be your prayers to Almighty God on 
behalf of Zion and our people. Next is your commitment to “seeking first His Kingdom and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33) with us as 
part of Zion. And third will be your commitment to sharing your faith in Jesus and inviting your non-involved family and friends (putting the 
Evangel back into Zion Evangelical Church). 

The future is unfolding before us whether we do these things are not. And the future of us and this congregation is in Jesus Christ’s 
hands. For He alone is the “head of the body, the church” Colossians 1:18. 

 
Praying that Zion and each of us has “a hope and a future,” (Jeremiah 19:11ff); 
Pastor Darrell Weber 

July & August 2025 
  
From the Pastor   1-4 
Council Notes   5 
Z Team    6 
Missions    6 
Prayer List    7 
Food Pantry   7 
Treasurer’s Report  8 
Care Center   8 
Calendars             10-11 
  
We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  
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Vacation Bible School Update 
We held Group’s True North VBS from June 2 through 6. We had 72 (7) children (Zion) / 28 (9) youth / 20 (15) adults at this 
year’s VBS. Last year the numbers were 72 (7) / (22 (8) / 23 (21). 
Of the 72, 8 were active in Zion’s Sunday School; (Jocelyn Doerr, Sadie Notter, Wyatt Notter, Camile Murphy, Jamie Mur-
phy, Tessa Pellmann, and Olivia Wolfmeier). 
We also had 28 youth helpers, 8 from Zion’s Sunday School (Katelyn Allen, Carson Allen, Micah Doerr, Caleb Doerr, Jacob 
Doerr, Caleb Kish, Alessandra Riemann, Josephina Riemann,  and Isabelle Wolfmeier). 

And 20 adult leaders, 15 from Zion (Jeri Arnold,   Bill Bourn,   Ginger Bourn,   Debbie Doerr,   Jessica Doerr,   Nancy Glaeser,   Mi-
chael Hall,   Linda Hopfinger,   Kay Mehrtens,   Mari Pellmann,   Vicki Pellmann,   Betty Keller-Timmer,   Marcia Twellmann,   Pastor Dar-
rell   and   Marjie Weber) as well as our Administrative Assistant, Amanda Frierdich. 

Our theme was True North - “We can Trust Jesus.” We learned that “When we Wonder,”   “When we feel Alone,”   “When we feel Power-
less,”   “When we need Hope,”   and   “When we need Help,” “We can Trust Jesus.” 

We raised $400 as a mission offering for African Vision of Hope (https://africanvisionofhope.org). AVOH is our church’s February 
Mission of the Month as well.  

 
The Evangelical Catechism  

The 1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism was republished in modern English by the Evangelical Association in 
2018. This article covers week 31 of 52. This section covers the Apostles’ Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. Week 31 has 
question 81 below:  
82. What is the meaning of the words: He ascended into heaven? 

Forty days after His resurrection Christ was visibly taken up into heaven. All gifts of faith are thereby declared celes-
tial and eternal, and our faith and hope directed heavenward.  John 14:2-3;  John 16:7;  John 17:24 

83. What do you mean by the words: He sits at the right hand of God, the Almighty Father? 
By these words we mean that the risen and ascended Christ is in heaven in the full power and glory of God. As the 
glorified Son of man, the Almighty Father has given him all power in heaven and on earth; and as eternal Prophet, eternal Priest and 
eternal King, He enlightens, intercedes for, and governs His church.  Ps. 110:1;  Eph. 1:20-23;  Eph. 5:14;  Rom. 8:33-34 

 

    
Zion’s New T-Shirts 

A big thank you to Jodi Notter for making some additional Zion “Blessed to be a Blessing” t-shirts.  These are on a Lavender Blue which 
makes the wording “pop”. These are all Adult sizes: 3 small,   5 medium,   6 large,   7 extra large,   and 1 2xl.  If you would like to have a 
new t-shirt, let our Financial Administrator, Amanda (618-476-1778), know the size.  

 Pictorial Directory  
We will make our own 190th anniversary Pictorial Directory. Note: Zion’s last pictorial directory was made by Life Touch in 2017.  
Gabby Holmes has agreed to be our photographer. We are planning to take photos in October and produce a new pictorial directory by 

Christmas.  
We won’t be selling photo packages to our families, just getting your pictures and creating our own directory. If any family wants prints, 

we will give you the digital copy on a flash drive and you can take them to Walgreens, Walmart, or wherever to get prints.  
We could print the directories or find a printing company to make 50 to 100 copies of the directory for us.   

 
Summer Worship in the Park 

Weather permitting, we will have Worship in the Park at 9:00 a.m. throughout the Summer. So join us as we “Praise the LORD from the 
earth,” (Psalm 148:7ff) 

 

 
Bring a Friend / Ice Cream Social Sundays – July 13 & Aug. 10 

Bring your friends to Worship in the park on Sundays July 13 and Aug. 10. Following worship, we will head over to the Pavillion for an 
ice cream social. Our Council will bring a variety of ice creams and toppings as well. So, join us for a Summer treat, and bring your friends as 
well. We will bring out the snow cone machine as well and may possibly have a bounce house and / or other activities for the children to do. 

https://africanvisionofhope.org
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MONTH ONLINE 
AVE. 
2025 

IN PERSON 
AVE. 
2025 

WEDNESDAY 
AVE. 
2025 

January 11 59 18 

February 10 63 14 

March 6 47 33 

April  10 87 22 

May 3 57 20 

June    

July    

August    

September    

October    

November    

December    

Christmas 
Eve 

   

Year-to-Date  8 62 21 

Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Garden Place at Millstadt 

Marianne Baltz 
Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 

Karen Quirin 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
Villas of Holly Brook 

Don Mueller 

American red cross 
Blood Drive 
2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
VFW 

November 12, 2025 
St. James 

July 16, 2025 
September 10, 2025 

 
To schedule an appointment 

1-800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org  

Bring Photo ID 

2025
2025 2025 BUDGET 2024 2024

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2025 INCOME EXPENSE

January $24,471.96 $22,289.73 2,182.23$      20,663.33$    $39,247.55 $26,950.00
February $14,289.91 $19,600.15 (5,310.24)$     20,663.33$    $60,341.26 $19,664.53
March $30,412.54 $22,219.02 8,193.52$      20,663.33$    $27,123.69 $26,135.08
April $22,867.42 $21,380.03 1,487.39$      20,663.33$    $20,833.67 $29,548.51
May $13,397.46 $20,411.70 (7,014.24)$     20,663.33$    $17,110.13 $20,948.60
June -$                20,663.33$    $16,628.58 $21,505.87
July -$                20,663.33$    $31,436.95 $23,873.06
August -$                20,663.33$    $30,508.78 $17,361.46
September -$                20,663.33$    $20,630.76 $21,920.10
October -$                20,663.33$    $14,488.40 $41,548.13
November -$                20,663.33$    $19,494.59 $24,749.72
December -$                20,663.33$    $34,603.21 $20,151.05

TOTALS 105,439.29$  105,900.63$  (461.34)$        247,959.96$  332,447.57$  294,356.11$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version

 

Council Meeting 
June 9,  2025 

 
ATTENDANCE:  President Andrew Taake, 

Secretary Sherry Wynn, Kurt Tegtmeier, Joshua Seidlitz, Vice 
President Darren Doerr, Gabby Holmes, Stacie Grootenboer, 
Connie DeRousse, Assistant Treasurer Betty Ann Keller Tim-
mer, Office Administrator Amanda Frierdich and Pastor Darrell 
Weber. Andrew called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and Pastor 
Darrell gave an opening prayer. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda reported the General 
Fund balance shows a deficit balance of $1139.53. The Council 
agreed to transfer the cash balance of $14,481.28 from the Irma 
Hecke Property Sale Proceeds to the General Fund. Pastor add-
ed offerings are low and will probably continue to be low. 
Council Members received an e-mail from a Church Member 
who disagrees with the Council using the Memorial Fund to 
pay the cost of $1100.00 for the church office computer. There 
was discussion of using the Memorial Fund as unrestricted be-
cause the monies in this Fund unless designated for a special 
purpose is allowable to be used for an expense like the comput-
er. Therefore, the Council has decided to use the Memorial 
Fund for the computer expense. Motion made by Betty to ap-
prove the Treasurer’s Report seconded by Josh. Motion carried. 
Amanda stated there were three missions with offerings for 
May, Salvation Army Disaster Ukraine, Feed My Starving 
Children and Gideon International. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The May 12, 2025 minutes were 
reviewed by Council. Motion made by Gabby to approve the 
minutes seconded by Connie. Motion carried. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor had sent the report for his ac-
tivities for the previous month and upcoming events to Council 
Members. Pastor combined the BCE and his report. VBS went 
well with good attendance and good helpers. (Youth and 
Adults) Because Sunday School attendance is very low, Pastor 
is planning a meeting with BCE in July concerning attendance 
and brainstorming on making changes to class sizes, teachers 
rotating etc. Motion made by Gabby to approve Pastor’s Report 
seconded by Kurt. Motion carried. Pastor suggests changing 
the Quorum to 50% of the previous year’s average attendance 
rounded down to the next multiple of 10. That would be 30 for 
this year with last year’s average attendance having been 66.  
He also thinks the Council should be reduced to 6 Members 
with a 2 year term from 9 Members with a 3 year term. These 
changes would need a Constitution change. A Constitution 
Committee needs to be formed. Pastor also feels the Sunday 
Morning Worship schedule and the Sunday School time could 
be changed to help increase attendance. He suggests the chang-
es should begin in the Fall. Pastor shared the number of chil-
dren in the 2024-2025 Sunday School year. A lot of thoughts 
will be given to changes and ideas. Pastor said Jessi Doerr is 
organizing a Lock In  for youth who want to participate on 
7/18/2025 and then some kind of community youth event each 
month. 
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AUDIT AND BUDGET (Betty Ann Keller Timmer) Betty 
stated she has two people so far for the Mid Year Audit at the 
middle of July. Betty suggests a written job description for 
the Council’s Assistant Treasurer position to be included in 
the Constitution. 
LONG RANGE MINISTRY(Andrew Taake) No report at 
this time. 
MISSION & OUTREACH (Gabby Holmes) Gabby says 
there will be a Mission Meeting 6/10/2025. 
STAFF/PARRISH RELATIONS (Darren Doerr) No re-
port. 
PROPERTY (Joshua Seidlitz) The plasterer will be at 
church 6/21/2025 to address the conference room wall repair. 
The Z Team has discovered bubbles in the basement and sug-
gests this issue be looked at by the plasterer too. Helitech has 
submitted a new proposal in the amount of $22,184.00 for 
the basement leakage. The Z Team is exploring another op-
tion so the leakage repair is on hold. Riess Hall Entrances are 
still on the books with Gasser. Pastor states the carpet in 
Riess Hall needs to be steamed cleaned, because there is a 
stain. Andrew will contact Rug Buster after the Community 
Concert and ask to be put on a scheduled  cleaning. Josh sug-
gested having a gathering in the church park again. Gabby 
said she would help to organize another gathering. 
VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES (Sherry Wynn) No report. 
WORSHIP & MUSIC (Gabby Holmes) No report. 
CEMETERY (Kurt Tegtmeier) Kurt said Darrell Doerr did 
trimming and trimmed the top and lower branches of a tree at 
the Freivogel Cemetery. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 800 letters are being sent 6/10/2025 for 
Conformation Reunion. Nothing to report on pictorial direc-
tory. An amount of $331.93 was spent on the church picnic. 
THANKS to Rick Holmes, Max Holmes, Bob Timmer and 
Darrell Doerr for helping to grill the hamburgers, brats and 
hot dogs. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Pastor says the ice cream socials are held 
the second Sunday in July (7/13/2025) and August 
(8/10/2025). Pastor said Josh and Gabby could consider a 
gathering the first Sunday in July (7/6/2025) and August 
(8/3/2025) The Council decided the purchase of a Bouncy 
House to be used by the youth is not feasible at this time. 
Gabby said she is willing to fund raise for the money for the 
bouncy house for the youth at events. Andrew commented it 
is time to commence a Search Committee for a Student Min-
ister. Pastor said Council Members should approach Church 
Members to form a committee. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: There being no further business 
to be discussed a motion was made by Josh and seconded by 
Darren to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. Motion carried. 
Everyone joined hands to close with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Andrew Taake, President 
Darren Doerr, Vice President 
Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Assistant Treasurer 
Sherry Wynn, Secretary 
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Missions Article for July & August 

Thank you for your support of our June mission, Gideons In-
ternational, (https://www.gideons.org). 

The July mission benefits the Shaneyfelt family, who are mem-
bers of the Wycliffe Bible Translators (https://wycliffe.org), and 
are assigned to work at the JAARS (Jungle Aviation And Radio 
Services) Center  (https://www.jaars.org) in Waxhaw, North Caroli-
na. These missionaries carry on their kingdom work where God has 
placed them and need the services of translators to prepare Bibles 
and other written materials for the people they serve. Your contribu-
tions will provide support for these services. 

The August mission is the Millstadt Senior Center. Your contri-
butions will assist the Center in providing services to seniors in our 
community, such as the lunch program at the Center, Meals on 
Wheels to homebound seniors, and the Senior Transportation Pro-
gram. Many of the seniors can afford the full suggested donation for 
these services, but others need assistance, and our contributions help 
to fill that gap. The Senior Center provides healthy meals, fellow-
ship, and assistance with senior health insurance matters, tax prepa-
ration assistance, and other issues. Sometimes the Center provides a 
listening ear to seniors who need to know that someone cares. 

The July and August missions offer us the opportunity to be the 
Hands and Feet of Christ in a global and local way. May God bless 
you for your generous sharing of His gifts to you! 

 
The guys have been picking up twigs and branches 

that were blown down from the winds at Church and 
at the Park. They also trimmed trees. 
 
The roses around the Park restrooms have died and 

were removed. New plants were planted. New mulch was then laid 
around the building and plants. Sue and Rich Hoffelmeyer have 
planted flowers in front of the Park altar. The guys helped putting in 
the mulch. It looks good! Thanks! 
 
The guys put all the tables away and cleaned the floor after VBS. 
 
Gary Shondy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Thanks to Darrell Doerr and Les Mehrtens for set-

ting up the cake stand; and Marge & Bob Wolfmeier for 
helping take the stand down. Big Thanks to everyone who 
donated cakes and monetary donations and volunteered to 

work! 

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

We are currently accepting registrations for our 2025-2026 pre-
school year. Enrollment is limited to children who will be 3 or 4 

by September 1, and who are fully potty trained.  
 

Sessions Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:15 to 11:15 a.m.  
 

Monthly fee: $220 
Non-refundable registration fee of $50 and  

one time supply fee of $50 
 

Call the Church Office at (618) 476-1778 for more information. 

July Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

Roger & Kathryn Davis 
64 years on the 15th 

 

August Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

Richard & Judith Sutter 
64 years on the 3rd 

 
Weldon & Linda Harber 

61 years on the 15th 
 

William & Carol Albert 
56 years on the 17th 

 
Robert & Linda Germann  

52 years on the 18th 
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN JULY AND AUGUST 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST   
       
                                      Pray for strength and healing for the following: 
Steve & Gerry Albert, Brayden Baer, Erika Barbee, Linda Barth, Trish Bell, Cindy Bertelsmann, Roberta Billhartz, 
Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Brandenburger, Toby Brown, Patty Crook, Steve 
Crook, Taylor Cygan, Pamela Darnel, Susan Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Lisa Dean, Family of Maria DeJesus 
Mejia, Ann Dietrich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Debbie Doerr, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Diane Ern-
est, Carol Evans, Susan Fogarty, Freddy Fritzinger, Margaret Garner, Lynn Gass, Jenny Gillette, Brenda Goudey, 
Mary (Boerke) Graham, Ashley Grootenboer, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn Harres, Todd Haselhorst, Carol & Jim Haury, 
Michelle Higgins, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Kevin Jackson, Gary & Sharon Jones, Judy Jones, Steve Jones, 
Jeremy Kirk, Sandy Kirkpatrick, Jeff Kistner, Scott (Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kra-
emer, Tom & Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Carolyn Lantry, Frank Lee, Sue Leinicke, Connie Mack, Erin Ma-
honey, Wyatt McGaw, Charlotte Mehrtens, Norma Meyer, Lance Morris, Faye Mudd, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob 
Nelson, Dean Norrenbern, Danny O’Saben, Margie O’Saben, Curt Obst, Ariela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s 
Sister), Dale Pellmann, Neil Pellmann, Manny Perez, Stephanie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, LuAnn Rhymer, 
Rich Riemann, Donna Ritson, Rhonda Roundcourt, Jeanie Schmidt, Chris Schmitz, Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron 
Schroeder, Jim Scott, Rick Seidlitz, Gary Shondy, Ken Siebert, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mary Stevenson, Steve 
Tade, Marsha & Ray Teliczan, Rhonda Thompson, Reagan Timm, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Valen-
tine, Bonnie Valkamp, Mark Vandermyde, Bill & Donna Ward, Aubrey Weaver, Jake Weber, Milt Weber, Elsa Wei-
merslage, Jeffrey Willey, Bev Williams, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Dave Woehlke, Landon Woods, Wally Youngs, 
Bart & Kelley.  
 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY  Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael 
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason 
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell 
serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Pastor Darrell for more information (476-1778)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.  

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com. 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
July        August 
canned meat      instant potatoes 
pasta side dishes     jelly 
pickles       Hamburger Helper 
peanut butter      jello or pudding 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers. Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause. Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 
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Missions Article for July & August 

Thank you for your support of our June mission, Gideons In-
ternational, (https://www.gideons.org). 

The July mission benefits the Shaneyfelt family, who are mem-
bers of the Wycliffe Bible Translators (https://wycliffe.org), and 
are assigned to work at the JAARS (Jungle Aviation And Radio 
Services) Center  (https://www.jaars.org) in Waxhaw, North Caroli-
na. These missionaries carry on their kingdom work where God has 
placed them and need the services of translators to prepare Bibles 
and other written materials for the people they serve. Your contribu-
tions will provide support for these services. 

The August mission is the Millstadt Senior Center. Your contri-
butions will assist the Center in providing services to seniors in our 
community, such as the lunch program at the Center, Meals on 
Wheels to homebound seniors, and the Senior Transportation Pro-
gram. Many of the seniors can afford the full suggested donation for 
these services, but others need assistance, and our contributions help 
to fill that gap. The Senior Center provides healthy meals, fellow-
ship, and assistance with senior health insurance matters, tax prepa-
ration assistance, and other issues. Sometimes the Center provides a 
listening ear to seniors who need to know that someone cares. 

The July and August missions offer us the opportunity to be the 
Hands and Feet of Christ in a global and local way. May God bless 
you for your generous sharing of His gifts to you! 

 
The guys have been picking up twigs and branches 

that were blown down from the winds at Church and 
at the Park. They also trimmed trees. 
 
The roses around the Park restrooms have died and 

were removed. New plants were planted. New mulch was then laid 
around the building and plants. Sue and Rich Hoffelmeyer have 
planted flowers in front of the Park altar. The guys helped putting in 
the mulch. It looks good! Thanks! 
 
The guys put all the tables away and cleaned the floor after VBS. 
 
Gary Shondy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Thanks to Darrell Doerr and Les Mehrtens for set-

ting up the cake stand; and Marge & Bob Wolfmeier for 
helping take the stand down. Big Thanks to everyone who 
donated cakes and monetary donations and volunteered to 

work! 

Please keep the Fellowship Park and Hall in mind for your 
upcoming events.  Call the office or stop by for a reservation 
form today! 

We are currently accepting registrations for our 2025-2026 pre-
school year. Enrollment is limited to children who will be 3 or 4 

by September 1, and who are fully potty trained.  
 

Sessions Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 8:15 to 11:15 a.m.  
 

Monthly fee: $220 
Non-refundable registration fee of $50 and  

one time supply fee of $50 
 

Call the Church Office at (618) 476-1778 for more information. 

July Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

Roger & Kathryn Davis 
64 years on the 15th 

 

August Anniversaries 
(50+ years) 

Richard & Judith Sutter 
64 years on the 3rd 

 
Weldon & Linda Harber 

61 years on the 15th 
 

William & Carol Albert 
56 years on the 17th 

 
Robert & Linda Germann  

52 years on the 18th 
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In case of hospitalization or surgery, please notify our church office.  When being admitted to a hospital, be sure to 
mention that you are affiliated with this congregation.  This will help us keep you in our prayers and assist you in 
our ministry of care. 
                     

IN THE HOSPITAL IN JULY AND AUGUST 
                                                           

          
                   

CURRENT PRAYER LIST   
       
                                      Pray for strength and healing for the following: 
Steve & Gerry Albert, Brayden Baer, Erika Barbee, Linda Barth, Trish Bell, Cindy Bertelsmann, Roberta Billhartz, 
Lindsay Bourn and Family, Baby Levi Boyle, Joyce Brand, Shirley Brandenburger, Toby Brown, Patty Crook, Steve 
Crook, Taylor Cygan, Pamela Darnel, Susan Darpeau, Colsen Davinroy, Lisa Dean, Family of Maria DeJesus 
Mejia, Ann Dietrich, Melissa Dietrich, Bill Ditch, Debbie Doerr, Annie Dulle, Mark Eckman, Mark Emring, Diane Ern-
est, Carol Evans, Susan Fogarty, Freddy Fritzinger, Margaret Garner, Lynn Gass, Jenny Gillette, Brenda Goudey, 
Mary (Boerke) Graham, Ashley Grootenboer, Phyliss Haas, Adalyn Harres, Todd Haselhorst, Carol & Jim Haury, 
Michelle Higgins, Willie Holdener, Mary Hund, Kevin Jackson, Gary & Sharon Jones, Judy Jones, Steve Jones, 
Jeremy Kirk, Sandy Kirkpatrick, Jeff Kistner, Scott (Barbara Knoth’s Son), Jim Kostelac, Elizabeth Koval, Josie Kra-
emer, Tom & Renee Kreher, Kathy Kuehner, Carolyn Lantry, Frank Lee, Sue Leinicke, Connie Mack, Erin Ma-
honey, Wyatt McGaw, Charlotte Mehrtens, Norma Meyer, Lance Morris, Faye Mudd, Anna Belle Muskopf, Jacob 
Nelson, Dean Norrenbern, Danny O’Saben, Margie O’Saben, Curt Obst, Ariela Oliver, Pat Parrish (Wayne Jones’s 
Sister), Dale Pellmann, Neil Pellmann, Manny Perez, Stephanie Poletti, Josie Potter, Lois Potter, LuAnn Rhymer, 
Rich Riemann, Donna Ritson, Rhonda Roundcourt, Jeanie Schmidt, Chris Schmitz, Jan & Cindy Schneider, Ron 
Schroeder, Jim Scott, Rick Seidlitz, Gary Shondy, Ken Siebert, Nancy Smith, Shelly Smith, Mary Stevenson, Steve 
Tade, Marsha & Ray Teliczan, Rhonda Thompson, Reagan Timm, Elizabeth Tubbs, Baby Ty, Lacey Grace Valen-
tine, Bonnie Valkamp, Mark Vandermyde, Bill & Donna Ward, Aubrey Weaver, Jake Weber, Milt Weber, Elsa Wei-
merslage, Jeffrey Willey, Bev Williams, Jim Wilshire, Crue Wilson, Dave Woehlke, Landon Woods, Wally Youngs, 
Bart & Kelley.  
 
 
 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY  Sgt. Anthony Hanson, Jr., Kenny Wolf, Brandon Lester, Kory Klein and Michael 
Barnes, Erin Green, Adam Stern, and Derek Ferguson serving overseas; Samantha Glaeser, Jesse Eimer, Jason 
Parrish, Kasey & Robin Davis, Chris Lewis, Sharon Wirth, Al Wirth, Joshua Trent, and Tristen & Stefan Caswell 
serving in the States. 
 
 
To add a name to our prayer list, please locate a communication card in the pews.  Provide the name, address, phone, and 
reason for the prayer request - place the card in the offering plate or give it to an usher.  You may also contact the church of-
fice between 8:30 a.m.– 3:30 p.m. weekdays or by leaving a message on our answering machine.  Members of our prayer 
team will pray daily for everyone on our list.  (Contact Pastor Darrell for more information (476-1778)).  Names will be left on 
the list for one month unless you contact the church office.  

If you would like to receive prayer chain information via e-mail, contact Pastor Darrell at zion@zionmillstadt.com. 

                          Meal-a-Month Schedule 
 

Let us not forget those who are less fortunate.  There never seems to be an end to those who are in dire need.  Your 
help is appreciated. 
 
July        August 
canned meat      instant potatoes 
pasta side dishes     jelly 
pickles       Hamburger Helper 
peanut butter      jello or pudding 

The Food Pantry is al-
ways looking for volun-
teers. Please consider 
donating your time to this 
worthy cause. Call Patti 
French at 618-660-4255 
to sign up. 

https://www.gideons.org
https://www.jaars.org
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MONTH ONLINE 
AVE. 
2025 

IN PERSON 
AVE. 
2025 

WEDNESDAY 
AVE. 
2025 

January 11 59 18 

February 10 63 14 

March 6 47 33 

April  10 87 22 

May 3 57 20 

June    

July    

August    

September    

October    

November    

December    

Christmas 
Eve 

   

Year-to-Date  8 62 21 

Oak Hill Nursing Home 
Shirley Brandenburger 

 
Garden Place at Millstadt 

Marianne Baltz 
Dianne (Muskopf) Mehrmann 

Karen Quirin 
 

The Atrium of Belleville  
John Kalbfleisch 

 
Villas of Holly Brook 

Don Mueller 

American red cross 
Blood Drive 
2025 Schedule  

Wednesdays 
VFW 

November 12, 2025 
St. James 

July 16, 2025 
September 10, 2025 

 
To schedule an appointment 

1-800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org  

Bring Photo ID 

2025
2025 2025 BUDGET 2024 2024

INCOME EXPENSE difference 2025 INCOME EXPENSE

January $24,471.96 $22,289.73 2,182.23$      20,663.33$    $39,247.55 $26,950.00
February $14,289.91 $19,600.15 (5,310.24)$     20,663.33$    $60,341.26 $19,664.53
March $30,412.54 $22,219.02 8,193.52$      20,663.33$    $27,123.69 $26,135.08
April $22,867.42 $21,380.03 1,487.39$      20,663.33$    $20,833.67 $29,548.51
May $13,397.46 $20,411.70 (7,014.24)$     20,663.33$    $17,110.13 $20,948.60
June -$                20,663.33$    $16,628.58 $21,505.87
July -$                20,663.33$    $31,436.95 $23,873.06
August -$                20,663.33$    $30,508.78 $17,361.46
September -$                20,663.33$    $20,630.76 $21,920.10
October -$                20,663.33$    $14,488.40 $41,548.13
November -$                20,663.33$    $19,494.59 $24,749.72
December -$                20,663.33$    $34,603.21 $20,151.05

TOTALS 105,439.29$  105,900.63$  (461.34)$        247,959.96$  332,447.57$  294,356.11$  

GENERAL FUND - Updated Version

 

Council Meeting 
June 9,  2025 

 
ATTENDANCE:  President Andrew Taake, 

Secretary Sherry Wynn, Kurt Tegtmeier, Joshua Seidlitz, Vice 
President Darren Doerr, Gabby Holmes, Stacie Grootenboer, 
Connie DeRousse, Assistant Treasurer Betty Ann Keller Tim-
mer, Office Administrator Amanda Frierdich and Pastor Darrell 
Weber. Andrew called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and Pastor 
Darrell gave an opening prayer. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Amanda reported the General 
Fund balance shows a deficit balance of $1139.53. The Council 
agreed to transfer the cash balance of $14,481.28 from the Irma 
Hecke Property Sale Proceeds to the General Fund. Pastor add-
ed offerings are low and will probably continue to be low. 
Council Members received an e-mail from a Church Member 
who disagrees with the Council using the Memorial Fund to 
pay the cost of $1100.00 for the church office computer. There 
was discussion of using the Memorial Fund as unrestricted be-
cause the monies in this Fund unless designated for a special 
purpose is allowable to be used for an expense like the comput-
er. Therefore, the Council has decided to use the Memorial 
Fund for the computer expense. Motion made by Betty to ap-
prove the Treasurer’s Report seconded by Josh. Motion carried. 
Amanda stated there were three missions with offerings for 
May, Salvation Army Disaster Ukraine, Feed My Starving 
Children and Gideon International. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The May 12, 2025 minutes were 
reviewed by Council. Motion made by Gabby to approve the 
minutes seconded by Connie. Motion carried. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor had sent the report for his ac-
tivities for the previous month and upcoming events to Council 
Members. Pastor combined the BCE and his report. VBS went 
well with good attendance and good helpers. (Youth and 
Adults) Because Sunday School attendance is very low, Pastor 
is planning a meeting with BCE in July concerning attendance 
and brainstorming on making changes to class sizes, teachers 
rotating etc. Motion made by Gabby to approve Pastor’s Report 
seconded by Kurt. Motion carried. Pastor suggests changing 
the Quorum to 50% of the previous year’s average attendance 
rounded down to the next multiple of 10. That would be 30 for 
this year with last year’s average attendance having been 66.  
He also thinks the Council should be reduced to 6 Members 
with a 2 year term from 9 Members with a 3 year term. These 
changes would need a Constitution change. A Constitution 
Committee needs to be formed. Pastor also feels the Sunday 
Morning Worship schedule and the Sunday School time could 
be changed to help increase attendance. He suggests the chang-
es should begin in the Fall. Pastor shared the number of chil-
dren in the 2024-2025 Sunday School year. A lot of thoughts 
will be given to changes and ideas. Pastor said Jessi Doerr is 
organizing a Lock In  for youth who want to participate on 
7/18/2025 and then some kind of community youth event each 
month. 
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AUDIT AND BUDGET (Betty Ann Keller Timmer) Betty 
stated she has two people so far for the Mid Year Audit at the 
middle of July. Betty suggests a written job description for 
the Council’s Assistant Treasurer position to be included in 
the Constitution. 
LONG RANGE MINISTRY(Andrew Taake) No report at 
this time. 
MISSION & OUTREACH (Gabby Holmes) Gabby says 
there will be a Mission Meeting 6/10/2025. 
STAFF/PARRISH RELATIONS (Darren Doerr) No re-
port. 
PROPERTY (Joshua Seidlitz) The plasterer will be at 
church 6/21/2025 to address the conference room wall repair. 
The Z Team has discovered bubbles in the basement and sug-
gests this issue be looked at by the plasterer too. Helitech has 
submitted a new proposal in the amount of $22,184.00 for 
the basement leakage. The Z Team is exploring another op-
tion so the leakage repair is on hold. Riess Hall Entrances are 
still on the books with Gasser. Pastor states the carpet in 
Riess Hall needs to be steamed cleaned, because there is a 
stain. Andrew will contact Rug Buster after the Community 
Concert and ask to be put on a scheduled  cleaning. Josh sug-
gested having a gathering in the church park again. Gabby 
said she would help to organize another gathering. 
VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES (Sherry Wynn) No report. 
WORSHIP & MUSIC (Gabby Holmes) No report. 
CEMETERY (Kurt Tegtmeier) Kurt said Darrell Doerr did 
trimming and trimmed the top and lower branches of a tree at 
the Freivogel Cemetery. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 800 letters are being sent 6/10/2025 for 
Conformation Reunion. Nothing to report on pictorial direc-
tory. An amount of $331.93 was spent on the church picnic. 
THANKS to Rick Holmes, Max Holmes, Bob Timmer and 
Darrell Doerr for helping to grill the hamburgers, brats and 
hot dogs. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Pastor says the ice cream socials are held 
the second Sunday in July (7/13/2025) and August 
(8/10/2025). Pastor said Josh and Gabby could consider a 
gathering the first Sunday in July (7/6/2025) and August 
(8/3/2025) The Council decided the purchase of a Bouncy 
House to be used by the youth is not feasible at this time. 
Gabby said she is willing to fund raise for the money for the 
bouncy house for the youth at events. Andrew commented it 
is time to commence a Search Committee for a Student Min-
ister. Pastor said Council Members should approach Church 
Members to form a committee. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED: There being no further business 
to be discussed a motion was made by Josh and seconded by 
Darren to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. Motion carried. 
Everyone joined hands to close with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Andrew Taake, President 
Darren Doerr, Vice President 
Betty Ann Keller Timmer, Assistant Treasurer 
Sherry Wynn, Secretary 
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At the recommendation of Zion’s Missions Committee (Gabby Holmes, Heather Kish, Charlotte Mehrtens, Janice Seidlitz and Betty Keller-

Timmer) we are adding 2 Missions to our Calendar. These will be a once-a-month Support on alternating months. 
Note: If you care about the needs of others and want to share the Good News of Jesus with them in word and deed, then please join our Mis-

sions and Outreach Team. Call Pastor Darrell (618-972-6010) to join us. 
The first is “All God’s Children.” Here is “God’s Calling” upon them.  
Called by Christ to Stand Up for Children. God has called us to be a part of His redemptive mission to reconcile all His children to Him. That 

calling has led us to work in many difficult environments, but in all our years of this work, there has never been a place too dark for the light of 
Christ. 

By His grace and through this mission of reconciliation, we stand as a testament to God’s unfailing love and our unwavering commitment to 
His smallest children.  

Through every action, every program, and every saved life, we see the hand of God moving. This is our history, our present, and our future—
a journey of faith, hope, and profound transformation.  

We remain committed to emptying institutions for good–for the good of every institutionalized child. For the good of every vulnerable fami-
ly. For the good of every child welfare system.  

For the good of God’s Kingdom. 
See the link below for more details. 
https://www.allgodschildren.org 
The second is “One Kingdom.”  Their Vision is: 
The Gospel in every nation and every language. 
At One Kingdom, we employ a different model of mission work and disaster relief. Rather than sending missionaries to live and work in 

foreign countries, which is often the case, we seek to invest in leaders in their own nations and communities.  
These local partners know their people, culture, and customs better than we can ever hope to, so it is important for them to guide their 

neighborhoods and nations in the best way they see fit.  
Over the decades, we’ve developed incredibly strong relationships with pastors, speakers, churches, and other ordinary men and women 

who put the redemptive power of the Gospel and others before themselves.  
We’ve used a similar method with our disaster relief response. While we do send immediate relief teams in times of great crisis,  we’ve 

found it highly effective to establish a connection with a local church that can then reach out and help rebuild their commun ity. 
One Kingdom has been at the forefront of spreading the good news of Christ since 1963, and we ’ve been giving people hope through 

disaster relief since 1981. But we couldn’t have done it without supporters just like you. 
Even a small amount of capital can go a long way in an impoverished country or after a storm, so thank you for being here. Go d bless! 
See the link below for more details. 

Millstadt Community Youth Retreat, July 18 & 19 
Based on the many youth outside of Zion that attends our Millstadt Community VBS, Jessi Doerr is organizing our first ever 
Millstadt Community Youth retreat. It will be held at Zion, starting at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, July 18, and ending at 9:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, July 19.  We will have a pizza supper on Friday night and breakfast on Saturday morning.  We will have Con-
temporary Christian music, lessons, games (including Hide-n-Seek at midnight when we will turn the lights out), food and 
snacks, and hopefully some sleep. Bring a sleeping bag and a pillow, and invite your friends from Zion and beyond. And 
check out the link below: 
http://www.zionmillstadt.com/Zion/Church/Yout/index.html 

  
 

Pastor’s Camping Vacations 
Pastor Darrell and Marjie will be on a camping vacation in June. 
June 29-July 7, camping and boating at Dam West campground on Carlyle Lake. We will leave after Sunday’s service (June 29) and 
be back for the Wednesday service (July 2). Rev. Rick Mortimer will lead Worship at the Church Park on July 6. 
August 1-3, camping and boating at Dam West campground on Carlyle Lake. Rev. Rick Mortimer will lead Worship at the Church 
Park on August 3. 

August 28-September 1, camping and boating at Dam West campground on Carlyle Lake. EA Licensed Pastor Gary Franke will lead Worship at 
the Church Park on August 31. 

  
190th Anniversary Confirmation Reunion – Sunday, September 28  

Zion is celebrating its 190th anniversary this year. As part of this celebration we will have a Confirmation Reunion on Sunday, September 28.  
Pastor Darrell will deliver the message: “The Evangel that makes Zion Evangelical!” 
We will recognize Zion’s confirmands over the decades past during the 10:15 a.m. Worship Service. Following this, we will have a luncheon in 

the Fellowship Hall.  
The following people are organizing this event:  

Patti French (618-660-4255 / (pfrenchsings@gmail.com) 
Les Mehrtens (618-792-7955 / (leskay@htc.net) 
Betty Keller-Timmer (618-520-3623 / (timmer2@htc.net) 
Pastor Darrell (618-972-6010 / (zion@zionmillstadt.com) 
Stacy Woehlke (618-719-5512 / (stacy.woehlke@gmail.com)   
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Sara Caponi 07/01 Dale Dohrman 07/18

Barbara Savering 07/01 Aubrey Weaver 07/19

Marilyn Beil 07/02 Kirby Forbeck 07/20

Weldon Harber 07/03 John Baltz 07/20

Tommy Davis 07/03 Sherri Vogt 07/20

Connie DeRousse 07/03 Richard Hoffelmeyer 07/21

Donald Mueller 07/03 Michael Mueller 07/22

Billy Launius 07/05 Karen Quirin 07/22

Richard Trent 07/09 Jacob Doerr 07/24

Justin Dickerson 07/09 Sue Hoffelmeyer 07/24

Carson Allen 07/10 Jocelyn Doerr 07/25

Kurt Pellmann 07/11 Darren Doerr 07/25

Pat Morris 07/11 Paula Muskopf 07/26

Linda Harber 07/12 Ashley Penn 07/27

Garrett Hagarty 07/15 Christina Doerr 07/28

Joseph Mundy 07/16 Sarah Gruenewald 07/29

Lindsay Mueller 07/17 Joseph Reece 07/29

Eileen Doerr 07/30

Ralph Bourn 08/02 Darrell Doerr 08/14

Bridget Hagarty 08/02 Ronald Wolfmeier 08/19

Stacy Seib 08/02 Kathleen Keim 08/22

Missy Scharf 08/03 Katelyn Allen 08/23

Alessandra Riemann 08/03 Joan Launius 08/23

Gary Helfrich 08/04 Alyssa Pellmann 08/24

Brian Gardner 08/05 Doris Steiger 08/24

Rick Kochmann 08/05 Tessa Pellmann 08/24

Caleb Kish 08/07 Thomas Fogarty 08/25

Patti Kern 08/07 Gabriella Holmes 08/26

Everett Timmermann 08/09 Olivia Wolfmeier 08/26

Megan Vogt 08/10 William Reece 08/27

Madison Kinder 08/10 Joshua Sins 08/28

Robert Germann 08/12 Susan Caponi 08/30

Andrew Taake 08/13 Samantha Glaeser 08/30

Kay Mehrtens 08/30

https://www.allgodschildren.org
mailto:pfrenchsings@gmail.com
mailto:leskay@htc.net
mailto:timmer2@htc.net
mailto:zion@zionmillstadt.com
mailto:stacy.woehlke@gmail.com
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Vacation Bible School Update 
We held Group’s True North VBS from June 2 through 6. We had 72 (7) children (Zion) / 28 (9) youth / 20 (15) adults at this 
year’s VBS. Last year the numbers were 72 (7) / (22 (8) / 23 (21). 
Of the 72, 8 were active in Zion’s Sunday School; (Jocelyn Doerr, Sadie Notter, Wyatt Notter, Camile Murphy, Jamie Mur-
phy, Tessa Pellmann, and Olivia Wolfmeier). 
We also had 28 youth helpers, 8 from Zion’s Sunday School (Katelyn Allen, Carson Allen, Micah Doerr, Caleb Doerr, Jacob 
Doerr, Caleb Kish, Alessandra Riemann, Josephina Riemann,  and Isabelle Wolfmeier). 

And 20 adult leaders, 15 from Zion (Jeri Arnold,   Bill Bourn,   Ginger Bourn,   Debbie Doerr,   Jessica Doerr,   Nancy Glaeser,   Mi-
chael Hall,   Linda Hopfinger,   Kay Mehrtens,   Mari Pellmann,   Vicki Pellmann,   Betty Keller-Timmer,   Marcia Twellmann,   Pastor Dar-
rell   and   Marjie Weber) as well as our Administrative Assistant, Amanda Frierdich. 

Our theme was True North - “We can Trust Jesus.” We learned that “When we Wonder,”   “When we feel Alone,”   “When we feel Power-
less,”   “When we need Hope,”   and   “When we need Help,” “We can Trust Jesus.” 

We raised $400 as a mission offering for African Vision of Hope (https://africanvisionofhope.org). AVOH is our church’s February 
Mission of the Month as well.  

 
The Evangelical Catechism  

The 1896 edition of the Evangelical Catechism was republished in modern English by the Evangelical Association in 
2018. This article covers week 31 of 52. This section covers the Apostles’ Creed, Weeks 20 through 47. Week 31 has 
question 81 below:  
82. What is the meaning of the words: He ascended into heaven? 

Forty days after His resurrection Christ was visibly taken up into heaven. All gifts of faith are thereby declared celes-
tial and eternal, and our faith and hope directed heavenward.  John 14:2-3;  John 16:7;  John 17:24 

83. What do you mean by the words: He sits at the right hand of God, the Almighty Father? 
By these words we mean that the risen and ascended Christ is in heaven in the full power and glory of God. As the 
glorified Son of man, the Almighty Father has given him all power in heaven and on earth; and as eternal Prophet, eternal Priest and 
eternal King, He enlightens, intercedes for, and governs His church.  Ps. 110:1;  Eph. 1:20-23;  Eph. 5:14;  Rom. 8:33-34 

 

    
Zion’s New T-Shirts 

A big thank you to Jodi Notter for making some additional Zion “Blessed to be a Blessing” t-shirts.  These are on a Lavender Blue which 
makes the wording “pop”. These are all Adult sizes: 3 small,   5 medium,   6 large,   7 extra large,   and 1 2xl.  If you would like to have a 
new t-shirt, let our Financial Administrator, Amanda (618-476-1778), know the size.  

 Pictorial Directory  
We will make our own 190th anniversary Pictorial Directory. Note: Zion’s last pictorial directory was made by Life Touch in 2017.  
Gabby Holmes has agreed to be our photographer. We are planning to take photos in October and produce a new pictorial directory by 

Christmas.  
We won’t be selling photo packages to our families, just getting your pictures and creating our own directory. If any family wants prints, 

we will give you the digital copy on a flash drive and you can take them to Walgreens, Walmart, or wherever to get prints.  
We could print the directories or find a printing company to make 50 to 100 copies of the directory for us.   

 
Summer Worship in the Park 

Weather permitting, we will have Worship in the Park at 9:00 a.m. throughout the Summer. So join us as we “Praise the LORD from the 
earth,” (Psalm 148:7ff) 

 

 
Bring a Friend / Ice Cream Social Sundays – July 13 & Aug. 10 

Bring your friends to Worship in the park on Sundays July 13 and Aug. 10. Following worship, we will head over to the Pavillion for an 
ice cream social. Our Council will bring a variety of ice creams and toppings as well. So, join us for a Summer treat, and bring your friends as 
well. We will bring out the snow cone machine as well and may possibly have a bounce house and / or other activities for the children to do. 
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Sunday Liturgist Schedule for July & August  
We have 14 liturgists who read the Scriptures:  Joy Dormeier,  David Harres,  Tracy Holmes,  Linda Hopfin-
ger,  Annette Hund,  Sean Mahoney,  Kay Mehrtens,  Vicki Pellmann,  Janice Seidlitz,  Joshua Seidlitz,  Joyce 
Tastad,  Richard Trent,  Dave Woehlke,  and  Marjie Weber.  
We are looking for more volunteers to read the Scriptures during our Worship Services. If you are interested, please 
contact the Church Office (476-1778) to be signed up.  
The Lay Liturgist schedule is given below. To make a change, contact someone listed below.  
 
 

  July   6 Janice Seidlitz 618-363-3492 jkseidlitz@gmail.com  
  July 13 Joshua Seidlitz 618-363-4634 Joshuaseidlitz@gmail.com  
  July 20 Joyce Tastad 618-660-6259 jtastad51@charter.net  
  July 27 Rich Trent  618-660-6259 trentech@htc.net 
  Aug   3 Dave Woehlke 618-719-3616 dlwoehlke1959@Charter.net  
  Aug 10 Marjie Weber 618-972-5532 weber.dm82@gmail.com 
  Aug 17 Joy Dormeier 618-401-3484 skyfarmjoy@gmail.com 
  Aug 24 Dave Harres  618-806-9567 twigsharres@hotmail.com 
  Aug 31 Tracy Holmes 618-791-5922 tlholmes1971@gmail.com 

 
“Blest Be The Tie That Binds” by John Fawcett (1782) 

Blest be the tie that binds,   Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship our kindred minds,    Is like to that above. 

 
Before our Father’s throne,   We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,   Our comforts and our cares. 
 

We share our mutual woes;   Our mutual burdens bear; 
And often for each other flows,   The sympathizing tear. 

 
When we asunder part,   It gives us inward pain; 

But we shall still be joined in heart,   And hope to meet again. 
 

From sorrow, toil, and pain,   And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and oneness reign,   Through all eternity. 

 
The following is taken from 101 Hymn Stories by Kenneth W. Osbeck (1982). 
John Fawcett was born of poor parents in Lidget Green, Yorkshire, England, in 1740. He was converted to Christ at the age of 16 through 

the ministry of George Whitefield. At the age of 26 he was ordained as a Baptist minister. He accepted a call to pastor a small and impover-
ished congregation at Wainsgate in Northern England. After spending several years at Wainsgate where his salary was meager and his family 
growing, he received a call to the large and influential Carter's Lane Baptist Church in London to succeed the well-known Dr. Gill. 

As the day for the scheduled departure from Wainsgate arrived, with the saddened parishioners gathered around the wagons, Mrs. Faw-
cett finally broke down and said, “John, I cannot bear to leave. I know not how to go!” “Nor can I either,” said the saddened pastor. The or-
der was soon given to unpack the wagons. 

During one of his ensuing sermons Fawcett shared this hymn text with his congregation. The poem was first printed in 1782 under the 
title “Brotherly Love,” in a collection containing 166 of Fawcett's poems. 

Fawcett continued his faithful ministry to these humble people at Wainsgate for more than 50 years. Soon he became well-known as an 
outstanding preacher and scholar. In 1777 he opened a school for young preachers. In 1793 he was invited to become principal of the Baptist 
Academy at Bristol, England, but he declined the offer. He wrote a number of books on various aspects of practical Christianity, some of 
which had a very large circulation. In recognition of his ministry and accomplishments, Brown University in the United States conferred the 
Doctor of Divinity Degree upon him in 1811. Yet he remained with his beloved parishioners at Wainsgate until a paralytic stroke caused his 
death on July 25, 1817. 

John Fawcett's life can certainly be cited as an example of a spiritual leader who sacrificed ambition and personal gain for Christian 
devotion. 

May we at Zion, likewise, be devoted to Christ and to one another, as part of His Body (the Church) on earth. 
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Kurt Tegtmeier (27)   618-233-8384 
Betty Keller Timmer (26)   618-520-3623  (Asst.Treas) 
Sherry Wynn (26)   618-615-7915  (Secretary) 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Office: 618-476-1778 

 
Rev. Darrell Weber, Pastor 
        Office/Fax 476-1778, ext. 2 
  After hours phone:  618-972-6010 
  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Amanda Frierdich  
       Office Administrator/Financial Treasurer 
  Office 476-1778, ext. 1 
  After hours phone:  618-975-5142 
  amanda@zionmillstadt.com 
  treasurer@zionmillstadt.com 
Sheila Peters, Pre-School Teacher - 618-363-3930 
  preschool@zionmillstadt.com 
Dean’s Cleaning Service, Custodian - 618-616-5468 
Church E-Mail:  zion@zionmillstadt.com 
Church Website:  http://www.zionmillstadt.com 
Christian Education 
  Heather Kish (27)     618-420-4448 
  Annette Hund (28)     618-719-6306 
  Debbie Doerr (26)     618-514-3917 
Sisters in Faith 
 Meets Sept., Oct., Nov., March, April and May at 12:00 p.m. 
 President - Charlotte Mehrtens - 476-1267 
Z Team 
 Meets every Tuesday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
 Coordinator - Gary Shondy - 618-281-6509 

 
Worship Schedule 

(starting June 1 through September 7) 
 

9:00 AM - Worship Service at Park 
10:15 AM - Adult Bible Classes/SS 

 
Wednesday 

6:30 p.m. - Evening Worship Service 
 
 

Office Hours 
Amanda Frierdich 

Monday through Thursday 
From 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Lunch 12:00 - 12:30 p.m. 
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Zion’s  
Zion Church 
117 West White Street 
Millstadt, IL  62260-1939 

Address Service Requested 

 

Zion Church 
Serving in Christ’s Name Since 1835 

From the Desk of Pastor Darrell 

 A Look Inside 
Zion’s Future 

At our June 9th Council meeting I brought up these issues related to the future of Zion Church. 
First, Zion’s average Sunday morning Worship attendance has been 66.7, 66.7, 69.3, 66.3 and 

64.5 in the years 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25. We are seeing a decreased attendance this year with 5 out of 
23 Sundays having attendance in the 30s and 40s. In spite of all of our efforts, Sunday Worship at-
tendance is dropping. 

With the reduced involvement in Zion, I recommended that we change the Constitution & By-
Laws for Congregational meeting quorum, from 40 to one half the previous year attendance and 
rounded down to the nearest 10, with a minimum of 10. This current quorum would be 30. 

In addition, because of the reduced involvement, I recommended changing the Constitution & By
-Laws from a Council of 9 members (3 people each year for 3 year terms) to 6 members (2 people per 
year retaining the 3 year terms). 

Second, our Sunday School (SS) has 12 active children from PreK through 7th grade (with an 
average attendance of 5.8); 2 active youth in 8th grade (1.3), and 5 active youth in High School (3.1). 
Our SS still has 19 active children and youth but the average attendance really dropped this past year to 10.2. 

Therefore, I recommend restructuring the SS: a PreK through 2nd grade class; a 3rd through 7th grade class; 8th grade confirmation; and a 
High School class. This is pretty much what we did over the last year. 

In addition, with very few SS families attending the 10:15 a.m. Worship, I recommend changing the Sunday morning Schedule to a 9:00 
a.m. Worship, with the SS children and youth being dismissed at the Children’s message time, 9:10 a.m. This would encourage the SS par-
ents to come to Worship (which many are not now doing). The 9:00 a.m. time is chosen because 10:00 a.m. the children and youth often 
leave for sports or other activities. So in order to get them to come to Zion, the 9:00 a.m. hour is the only workable solution. 

Some of our SS teachers already do not attend Worship, so that wouldn’t affect them. Others already attend our Wednesday Evening 
6:30 p.m. Worship, so they are still able to Worship the LORD at Zion. 

Third, with my retirement coming up in December of 2026, our Church Council is seeking to put together a Search Committee. The 
Council members are beginning to ask members, from young to old, to become part of the Search Committee. We need our members’ in-
volvement to find and call a Pastor for our future. So if you are asked, then prayerfully consider what Zion’s needs are and rise up to meet 
Zion’s need for the future. 

This may be a difficult search. We are part of the Evangelical Association (EA). However, the EA doesn’t have a seminary, and our EA 
churches aren’t producing young pastoral candidates. In addition, Zion is struggling and shrinking in membership, attendance, and involve-
ment. However, we are still averaging over 60 on a Sunday. Note that 60% of the churches in the US are averaging under 60 on a Sunday. 
Also, we have a great community, great community school system, and are close to a big city with many attractions. 

We are exploring calling a young, married pastor with a family as a way to try to connect with the young families of Zion that aren’t cur-
rently involved. This may lead us to look at getting a seminary student that we can train to take charge of the pastoral ministry for years to 
come. We will be looking to connect with Seminaries and Denominations that are similar to Zion’s Evangelical & Reformed faith and herit-
age, such as: the Evangelical Presbyterian Church; The Reformed Church in America; The Christian Reformed Church; the Evangelical Cov-
enant Church; and the Conservative Congregational Christian Church. We may have to look beyond our E&R faith and heritage in order to 
find a Pastor and seek to train that pastor in our E&R faith and heritage. 

As you can see, many things regarding Zion’s future need to be worked out. First and foremost will be your prayers to Almighty God on 
behalf of Zion and our people. Next is your commitment to “seeking first His Kingdom and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33) with us as 
part of Zion. And third will be your commitment to sharing your faith in Jesus and inviting your non-involved family and friends (putting the 
Evangel back into Zion Evangelical Church). 

The future is unfolding before us whether we do these things are not. And the future of us and this congregation is in Jesus Christ’s 
hands. For He alone is the “head of the body, the church” Colossians 1:18. 

 
Praying that Zion and each of us has “a hope and a future,” (Jeremiah 19:11ff); 
Pastor Darrell Weber 

July & August 2025 
  
From the Pastor   1-4 
Council Notes   5 
Z Team    6 
Missions    6 
Prayer List    7 
Food Pantry   7 
Treasurer’s Report  8 
Care Center   8 
Calendars             10-11 
  
We love because He first loved us. 
1 John 4:19  


